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A CHRISTMAS  CAROL 


There's  a song  in  the  air I 
There’s  a star  in  the  sky I 
There's  a mother's  deep  prayer 
And  a baby's  low  cryi 
And  the  star  rains  its  fire 
While  the  beautiful  sing 
For  the  manger  of  Bethlehem 
Cradles  a King. 

There's  a tumult  of  joy 
O'er  the  wonderful  birth. 

For  the  Virgin's  sweet  boy 
Is  the  King  of  the  earth. 

Ay',  the  star  rains  its  fire 
While  the  beautiful  sing 
For  the  manger  of  Bethlehem 
Cradles  a King. 

In  the  light  of  that  star 
Lie  the  ages  impearled; 

And  that  song  from  afar 
Has  swept  over  the  world. 

Every  heart  is  aflame 
And  the  beautiful  sing 
In  the  home  of  the  nations 
That  Jesus  is  King. 

We  rejoice  in  the  light, 

And  we  echo  the  song 
That  comes  down  through  the  night 
From  the  heavenly  throng. 

Ayi  we  shout  to  the  lovely 
Evangel  they  bring 
And  we  greet  in  his  cradle 
Our  Savior  and  King. 


--J.  G.  Holland 
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JOfUO  8AMT3IHH0  A 


ItlB  Bdt  at  anoi  * a*»T«dT 
at  oatB  B a’eta/fT 
l«XA*t(i  qaaB  8’ta<li^o«  b e’aiaffT 

Bit  aalB^  XBit  srii  BoA 
^te  Iulltu88<J  aCiiCW 
■adaXrict’efi  lo  lasaam  Bdi  io*I 
• aatX  B aalJEwrO 

lo  Wcnard*  b 8*8’l*iffT 
^diatd  LuVtBbtSont  crit  *18^0 
Xorf  t8aw8' a’nlaxtV  ariJ-  nol 
.ritrtea  *vli  lo  wW"  al 

attl  8^1  aclBi  i»i8  Bits  J^A 
Xt/lttiraacf  edi  BltdH 
maxtslxi^aa  to  ‘jesruam  aitf  to% 
,^t)i  3 BBibB'tO 

tBiB  iflrii  to  ^{i^XX  ttl 
jJjaX'Xaaqmt  aasB  9df  aiJ 
nfltB  «otl  800«  tBdi  JbftA 
.JbXiov  ortt  lave  tqawa  8«E 
amalto  at  **XBari 
^Jts  Ij/tl^UBacf  arti"  BnA 
ancti'Bn  sdi  to  dmod  9di  al 
tSxziJI  aX  aifaat  taifT 

^is^9tl  ari-t  nt  a6io(,at  aW 
jyxoa  edi  odpa  av  i)ixA 
8riX  i^cytdf  mtob  aewnoo  XariT 
.snoiriX  x^navaarl  arfX  mo-rt 
XiavoX  aiit  o&  ivoda  ev  IxA 
Satid  x®rf*  Ift^nava 
aXi>6T3  Bid  nt  Xaaia  av  bftA 
•attlX  boB  'Tolvoa  tjjO 
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A CHRISTMAS  MESSAGE 


All  of  us  vorking  vith  the  deaf-blind  want  to  wish  you  a very  Merry 
Christmas.  When  you  are  reading  cards  and  opening  presents  please  remember 
that  our  wish  for  your  happiness  is  as  big  and  as  sincere  as  if  it  were  a 
gaily  wrapped  package  waiting  under  your  tree. 

We  speak  of  a Merry  Christmas  and  of  course  want  it  to  be  that,  but 
even  more  we  hope  it  will  bring  peace  and  a serene  spirit  to  all  of  you. 

We  are  living  through  trying  times.  The  whole  world  is  tense  and  easily 
irritated  about  trifles  as  well  as  big  things . It  is  hard  to  maintain  a 
calm,  well-balanced  existence.  There  is  a need  for  silent  meditation. 

You  people  who  are  deaf-blind  have  a far  better  chance  to  achieve  serenity 
of  spirit  than  others,  since  you  are  not  as  much  distracted  by  conflicts 
aroxmd  you.  That  is  one  respect  in  which  you  have  the  advantage  over 
your  seeing  and  hearing  brothers.  We  know  that  with  a sufficient  number 
of  us  having  faith  and  refusing  to  become  excitable,  neurotic  people,  we 
can  wield  a powerful  influence.  The  attitude  of  such  a group  will  be  felt 
far  beyond  its  members  and  the  group  will  create  a link  in  a chain  that  can 
hold  the  world  on  an  even  keel. 

At  this  Christmas  season  let  us  take  stock  of  ourselves.  We  often 
heair  it  said  that  we  should  recognize  our  handicaps  and  make  the  most  of  our 
abilities.  It  is  not  easy  to  take  such  advice  but  results  show  that  it  is 
well  worth  the  effort  it  costs  . Let  us  see  what  we  have  and  proceed  to 
work  with  what  we  find.  If  we  do  this  we  shall  have  more  interesting  lives 
and  whether  we  realize  it  or  not  we  shall  contribute  to  making  the  world  a 
better  place  in  which  to  live. 
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SDASaSM  aAMTBIHHO  A 


M i;c%  rialw  o&  ^ttRv  XaiXcf-’Uafc  ari^  sxttjirtw  w lo  IIA 

•xadadaiei  ««6a.Iq  BiJ-jaseariq  Bctlaaqo  oas  aJ&'iBo  yiJbN'af  aia  tfOTC 

« ataw  rf-t  11  M ®TOoai8  a*  iKia  ai:^*  ««  aaanKjqufi  woic  lol  dalw  *xtro 

i;;a^  labrc/  ?^J«^^lJ8w  t^li9 

®<f  ot  il  ;l£iaw  anwoo  lo  fna  aaa^^  lTLdO  • lo  Kaaqa  aW 

.UC5T  ^ -LC*  ^Itlqa  anorao  a tuia  eoBs-cr  IXlv  it  a<yoil  av  arwat  itave 

S 

XXlaaa  asnal"  al  hC’iiOV  aXoxtw  adT  .a^Mttic^  xfaA'O'srf^  aiilviX  a^*  atf 

M alsiatBin  o&  frxMsi  al  W . Bid  w IXaw  as  aoXli-iJ’  incdB  J!>a^al‘li'il 

,flol^«^lf>ear  IrtaXie  tel  Jbaart  a at  a*jadT  .aonataixa  JS>oorfBXM-IXeir  ,iefflO 
Xtlnataa  avaiilaa  oi  aona-io  ’xoii^d  -ral  sa  ©vad  bjolXd-lflsi}  odv  alqoa^  i/oT 
e^olXlnoo  rioinn  ea  ion  ata  cotj  so/ii  a »a^erIto  naxtf  ititq$  lo 

T9VC  e2»^asvl>a  add’  0Y*ri  x;o>c  dolriv  nl  doaqaei  ono  ai  J-adT  »ifc>x  tmjcw 
idcfawn  d-Halolllua  b jrltiw  wo;n{  aW  .anarfdtJ'sJ  gnlisarf  ba&  arLiaaa  Tycr\c 

aw  ^ oXgoaq  old’o'wafi  ^aXdadl^'X's  awaad  61  a/ilajjlB't  Iwb  dcrlBl  galvari  bjj  lo 
dial  ©d  XXiw  (jirois  « daua  lo  sixjdldda  ©rtT  , aonajjXlnr  If.'l’xfevoq  »'  Matw  nao 
nao'd-flffJ  jxfcBdo  b fil  jUiIX  a 't>daaio  Iliw  q^roTB  s-safem  adl  te-^ad  taJ 

' .^■?o:'  nav©  n» ’no  IxXitow  odd  JbXod 

iiad^o  aW  .aavloa'tt/o  lo  ilood’a  ©jtad  ajj  daX  xtoBaas  sBradalirfO  aldd  d’A 
uio  lo  daoffl  arid-  ajlam  bna  B<if5olJE>flBd  ii/o  ©w^lflsooai  bXuoda  w dadd  filaa  it  wd 
el  dl  djadd*  v/ods  tiLuBot  dud  aolv&a  doua  adai'  od  ^caa©  doft  al  dl  ^soldlXlda 
od  beaoo'xi^  Xifis  avari  ©w  dBffw  ©os  au  daJC  . adaoo  dl  d*xoHo  odd  ridiow  XXav 
»©TiI  ^cldaa'iodcl  eTocis  av*d  IX/wle  ©w  aldd  ob  aw  11  .Iwill  aw  dadw  rfdlw  diow 
a bX'tow  add  od  adurfltdxioo  XXada  aw  doit  lo  dl  asiXaai  aw  •xadd-aiiw  baa 

,avll  od  doldw  .01  ao&Cq  leddod 


Christ’s  birthday  is  a religious  festival,  a time  for  renewal  of  faith 
and  of  rededication  to  a better  way  of  life,  as  well  as  a time  of  rejoicing 
for  the  ones  of  us  who  are  Christians . For  all  people  it  is  a time  of  shar- 
ing, of  good  fellowship--a  time  to  re-emphasize  the  feeling  of  "peace  on 
earth,  goodwill  toward  men." 

The  very  best  of  Christmas  wishes  to  you  all  and,  as  Tiny  Tim  has  said, 
"God  bless  us  every  one." 

--Dorothy  Bryan 

WISE  MAN  OF  GOTHAM 

I am  going  to  tell  you  about  a Christmas  custom  which  is  practiced  by 
boys  and  girls  in  some  parts  of  Austria.  About  three  weeks  before  Christmas 
their  mothers  go  out  into  the  orchard  at  midnight  and  gather  boughs  of  some 
fruit  trees.  They  then  write  the  children’s  names  on  the  branches  and  place 
them  near  the  stove  in  a very  warm  place  and  the  heat  makes  them  bud  and 
burst  into  flower  so  that  by  Christmas  Day  they  are  in  full  bloom.  Every 
day  the  branches  are  carefully  watched  and  the  child  upon  whose  branch  the 
blossoms  first  appear  will  be  lucky  and  happy  all  throu^  the  year . 

— Sel. 


Editor’s  I have  greatly  enjoyed  editing  this  little  magazine  during  the  past 
note: 

year,  and  wish  to  thank  you  for  yovir  cooperation  and  congratulate  you 
upon  your  contributions.  The  articles  in  this  issue,  with  the  exception 
of  the  poem,  the  news  and  Mrs.  Bryeua’s  page,  were  sent  in  by  deaf-blind 
readers , 
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NEWSCOFE 


For  the  first  time  in  many  months,  a domestic  event  took  the  news 
spotlight  away  from  the  troubled  international  scene.  President  Truman, 
fighting  stubbornly  and  almost  alone,  won  the  Presidential  election  over 
Governor  Thomas  E.  Dewey,  who  hadn’t  deemed  it  necessary  to  do  any  real 
campaigning  at  all. 

The  exultant  President  and  his  disheartened  opponent  both  went  away 
on  vacations,  leaving  explanations  of  what  happened  to  the  pollsters,  the 
newspapers,  emd  the  political  experts — all  of  whom  had  been  wrong  in  their 
forecasts  of  the  outcome. 

Pending  Mr.  Truman’s  return  from  Florida,  Washington  seethed  with 
gossip  and  rumor,  but  there  was  little  real  news  emanating  from  the  capital. 
Best  guesses  were  that  there  would  be  some  changes  made  in  the  Cabinet,  and 
it  was  reasonally  certain  that  the  Democratically- controlled  Congress  would 
make  some  changes  in  the  Taft -Hartley  law  and  perhaps  repeal  it. 

Shortly  after  the  election,  J.  Parnell  Thomas,  chairman  of  the  House 
Un-American  Activities  Committee,  was  indicted  by  a Federal  grand  jury  on 
charges  of  taking  kickbacks  from  non-working  employees.  Mr.  Thomas  had 
refused  to  testify  before  the  grand  jury,  standing  on  the  constitutional 
ri^ts  he  had  often  denied  to  witnesses  before  hie  committee. 

Another  story  that  brightly  relieved  the  ugly  monotony  of  international 
affairs  was  the  birth  in  Buckingham  Palace  of  a Prince  to  Princess  Elizabeth 
and  the  Duke  of  Edinburgh,  just  six  days  before  their  first  wedding  anniver- 
sary, The  boy  will  become  the  heir  apparent  to  the  throne  of  England, 
second  in  line  of  succession  to  Princess  Elizabeth. 
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avac  9d7  HooS  tti^rn  oti^eaob  « ^B^ft'tosa  ’^ruv'c  ni  9in):&  teill  »d^  'lo'? 
,aiB«tnT  ^nef'fta'xH  .©naoa  SAn.oi&Dtriotnl  b^Ldvc'it  9iid  .kto'i'^  yaw*  irfalXtoqa 
•r«vo  aol^oaXa  XB.tin'^l)i8«*rt  oriJ  aov  ^aaola  dMCOPlff  diIb  .xXrricxfdn.ta  8nl:trij}l't 
lAdi  XRJ*  Xiaaiedf)  ^’nfcarf  orfw  aaffladT  iCtti^^roO 

,XIji  ;tfi  3.rtlu%iaqo#o 

XBW  i'aav  ^rw»co<jqo  boaechiAarlslf)  elri  bn&  :tfl»tX4/X9  adT 

(mU:  tiataXXoq  o;f  iwooqqBii  i’arfw  lo  aflol^aiMlqxa  s/^yeaX  ^anoi^BDBV  ao 
liedi'  ai  fl»*d  JEwrf  acdv  Tco  XX«-“a^iaqx9  iBol^XXoq  bn»  tBteqaqfiwaa 

,sao?)^o  arit  lo  ataBoswl 

dtlv  tadi-aea  aoi^nldaBW  ^bMioX’E  tsiotl  niuctai  a’acaar^T  galixfia®. 
.Xatlqso  ailJ‘  aro'rt  ewan  Xadi  •Xd'd’lX  ww  d’jjd  ^'^oau^  .basi  qlaaoji 

tfta  at  «fc«o  aasnado  flwoe  atf  hXiJov  aisri;^  d^jarii.  aiav  aaaaai/S  (taaH 

bluov  aa«"5jaP0  X>aXXc*id’aco-xXXjJoli’.s'XDOi>n<I  ©d^  fKdS'  nlechxao  xXXAfloaa®**  tunf  Si 
t&i  Xaeqai  eqa/itaq  Iwfl  w«X  x«X  9rIS  at  efl»it8rir>  oiaoa  ^^'«a 

aaaol  ad?  “io  ojwpxiArio  jaaajoriT  XXejrtfl^  .L  ^not^':oX9  sri>  .-larta  x^ttorfB 
no  X'xixt,  Nt**js  laisfi®?  a I>9i'oifcai  aaw  ast^’tvttoA  naot’twoA-flU 

Jbed  ©amoflT  ,*d4  , aaaxoXqns  sntdiov-rion  atorJ  BAoad>!oiJl  ^ntyf^S  lo  aasiarto 

rattolpsSiSBxroo  •cU  ap  8ntf«ia*8  bwnTM  »dS  etoJed  ^22S»9S  oS  bBm.fJa'x 

*©«i’^l£«aoo.  ltd  anoJed  aaBaanStv  oS  baittab  ffaS^o  bad 
XaaotSaa-taSat  lo  xfloSoaoa  atiS  bavalla-t  xXtrfst^d  SadS  x^oSn  rtadSoaA 
dSadBstll  aaoani-rt  oS  aoniTfi  a lo  «o.9Xa*J  iMd3alJloi/a  ni  dS-sid  adS  eav 
-•xavlnma  ^nJfc&^y  tantt  tiadS  a^oJod  axaf)  xta  ^aut  ^ri8*J^-'dai t3[  lo  oduC.  adS  bna 
^JE^ftBIa/^!3  T:p  &ao-tdS  adt  Saa'ioqqa  •clad  adS  «iroo©Q  IXtv  ®dT  .X*x»« 

.rfctacfai’lXI  aaaojntia  oS  notasatjoaa  lo  aniX  xit  brtpoea 


In  world  affairs,  a crisis  developed  in  China,  where  the  Communist 
forces  were  successful  in  crucial  battles  with  Chiang  Kai-shek’s  armies. 
The  development  posed  a problem  of  serious  import  to  the  United  States, 
which  has  been  heavily  and  unsuccessfully  involved  in  support  of  the 
Government  in  China, 

Russian  newspapers  persistently  reported  that  there  was  a possibility 
of  a meeting  soon  between  President  Truman  and  Stalin,  but  there  was  no 
confirmation  on  this  side  of  the  world.  Meanwhile,  the  Soviet  blockade 
of  Berlin  continued,  the  airlift  supplying  the  German  capital  was  handi- 
capped by  weather,  the  United  Nations  made  no  progress  toward  settlement 
of  the  dispute,  and  the  two  top  officials  of  the  General  Assembly  urged 
the  four  western  powers  to  resume  direct  negotiations  with  Russia. 

In  Japan,  Tojo  was  sentenced  to  hang  after  a trial  that  had  dragged 
along  for  two  and  a half  years . 

In  Palestine,  the  Israeli  army  had  consolidated  its  victories  over  the 
Arabs  and  firmly  refused  to  surrender  the  Negev  or  any  of  the  territory 
partitioned  to  Israel. 

--M.  C.  Blackman 
New  York  Herald  Tribune 


The  Searchlight,  published  by  The  Lighthouse  of  the  New  York  Associa- 
tion for  the  Blind,  is  edited  by  a blind  and  deaf  woman.  Miss  Helen  Day. 
The  press  on  which  the  braille  magazine  is  published  is  operated  by  two 
blind  women. 
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^aJSriu-fscoO  ^«cirfO  nl  elalrto  a Wiov  xil  1 

• BoicptB  e»:f5ila-l^  3«ci;jrit5  riJJtv  aaXJ’d'ad  laloirm  xil  XiAaiwaaua  ftiav  b«otco1 
taaiaJ-S  f»criirtJ  eAt  iioricii  Bjjoliaa  lo  oeXrfon?  a Jiaaoq  itiewi^av’aX)  erlT  J 

exld'  to  irtoqqya  ni  fco’^Xovsii  >j;XXulRa50o*/aA<;  Jbca  ’^Xlvaarf  aoacf  aad  rfoXilw  ■ 

.anifitO  al  ^aaoaiaroO  J 

XJ’iXicflaaoq  a aw  010^+  i>»i-aoq»i  x^iaad^tiaitaq  aioqacraven  oaXaairS  3 

oa  aaw  aiartt  tyA  ^caXa^a  Jtoa  oatB^aT  iasJbi  a©*rt  naav^ad  nooa  yiii-aa®  a lo  I 

aiMi;(ooXd  talToS  ail^  ,*XttfwKaaH  .fiX-xov  adt  to  ©bis  aidi  00  nol^f/xnitaoo 
-Ibnari  aaw  Xai'iqa©  ftaanoO  adi-  s«iTl<l<3P^«  ^niXiia  ad*  *ftottfll*no3  aiX*ja®  lo 
*xxaffiaX**aa  frurvo*  taa^oiq  oa  ©bsn  afioi*«M  fto^loU  adt  ^nad^aav  x®  bOQfl*® 
baS-w  xX<*«»«»A  X««aaO  ad*  lo  aXaioi«o  qo*  ow*  sri*  btu»  *a*wgalb  ad*  lo 

• aiaai/H  d*iv  a£Lol*ai*ogaa  *oa”tlb  a.-nvasrc  o*  awavoq  xrxa*aav  -ruol  axl*  1 

basBA'Xb  bad  *Bd*  Xai-i*  a tadla  »n«l  o*  b©ona*na8  aow  otoT  ^naqaL  ol  jj 

• a*xaax  a boa  ov* 

ed*  *ravo  Bal'io*olT  •**  ba*abiIoarroD  bad  yjfcut  tlAsriBl  ad*  tacci*iaXa^  xxl  ■; 

Xio*ina*  ad*  *10  xa*  “raiwaTius  o*  bsai/ls'i  ^ ada*sA,  ^ 

.Xsa'xal  o*  I)aaol*i*^a(i  % 

iwTrtaaXa  ,0  .K—  ^ 

arflLfditT  bX/^iaH  dioY  va!l  J 

iTj 


-alooaaA  slfoY  vaU  ad*  lo  aai/odlxiaU  ariT  xd  bariaiXdtrq  , *daiX,4?i,e??..»<S 
.X^  naXaB  aaiM  ^aJ)atav  laob  bna  boiXrf  a xd  badib©  ai  ^fnn■J:Z£  a/l*  tol  aoi* 
ow*  x<^  bataia^io  il  foadeiXdug  ai  onisaBaK  aXXiaid  ad*  ddidv  no  esa-rq  ariT 

.naaow  fcalXd 


WHAT  SAHTA  FORGOT 


Marjorie  Dick  McGuffin 

Little  Noralee  vas  sound  asleep,  but  her  eyes  were  red  and  her  pillow 
was  wet  with  teara , She  had  waited  all  day  in  silent  eagerness.  After  the 
evening  meal,  she  had  slipped,  unnoticed,  into  the  basement  and  searched  in 
vain  for  a Christmas  tree.  She  had  watched  her  landlady  ice  the  cake,  make 
the  sauce  for  the  plum  pudding,  and  dress  the  huge  turkey. 

As  bedtime  drew  near,  little  Noralee  had  paid  a final  visit  to  the  big 
cold-looking  living  room.  A cheerful  fire  was  crackling  in  the  open  fire- 
place, but  the  room  felt  cold  to  the  child.  There  was  no  wreath,  no  holly, 
not  even  a dish  of  candy  or  fruit  on  the  mantelpiece.  It  was  her  first 
Christmas  eve  away  from  home;  how  different  from  all  the  other  Christmases 
she  had  known*.  She  had  returned  to  the  kitchen  and  watched  the  big  hand 
of  the  clock  creep  up.  At  eight  o'clock  she  obeyed  the  landlady's  pointing 
finger  of  discipline  and  went  to  bed  without  a word,  for  she  could  neither 
speak  nor  hear. 

It  was  nearly  midnight  when  the  tired  landlady's  work  was  done.  She 
sank  into  her  favorite  armchair,  opposite  the  blazing  hearth,  with  a deep 
sigh  of  relief.  She  was  a very  considerate  landlady  and  a most  reliable 
guardian  for  Noralee,  but  she  was  a childless  woman.  She  couldn't  give  her 
little  ward  the  understanding  and  love  which  all  children,  especially 
afflicted  ones,  need.  Sheer  sympathy  had  Induced  her  to  take  the  child  in 
as  a boarder  because  her  big  rooming-house  happened  to  be  near  the  school 
for  deaf  children. 

As  she  glanced,  wearily,  at  the  fire,  something  red  and  small  caught 
her  eye.  It  was  one  of  Noralee 's  little  socks  dangling  from  a corner  of  the 
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mantelpiece;  a note  was  pinned  to  the  toe.  Curiosity  pulled  her  out  of 
her  cozy  chair  and  dragged  her  across  the  room.  She  removed  the  tiny  slip 
of  paper  and  read;  "Dear  Santa^  me  sorry  no  tree."  Tears  raced  down  her 
wrinkled  cheeks  and  dropped  on  her  chest.  She  went  back  to  her  chair,  sobbing 
softly.  What  could  she  do?  The  tree  sellers  had  long  since  left  the 
streets.  Even  if  she  could  get  a tree,  she  had  nothing  to  decorate  it  with. 
The  postman  had  left  several  parcels  for  Noralee.  She  had  supposed  the 
breakfast  table  was  the  proper  place  for  them. 

Footsteps  sounded,  the  front  door  opened  and  closed.  It  was  Mr.  Scott, 
her  blind  roomer.  She  dried  her  eyes  and  hastily  blew  her  nose,  "Good 
evening,"  she  said,  trying  to  sound  matter-of-fact  like,  but  Mr.  Scott’s 
blindness  had  given  his  ears  unusual  keenness . 

"Why,  what's  wrong?  This  is  no  time  for  sorrow I"  he  insisted. 

Glad  to  have  someone  with  whom  to  share  her  troubles,  the  landlady  told 
her  sad  Christmas  tale.  "Why  on  earth  didn't  I realize  that  Nora  expected 
a tree?"  she  concluded  bitterly. 

"She's  having  one  I"  bellowed  Mr.  Scott.  "I've  got  an  artificial  table 
tree.  I tried  to  make  my  room  seem  more  like  home." 

Before  the  landlady  could  insist  on  his  keeping  it,  he  was  halfway  up 
the  stairs.  Next  morning,  with  a beaming  face  and  eager  feet,  she  led  little 
Noralee  into  the  big  living  room.  On  a small  table  stood  the  tiny  tree. 

Around  it  lay  the  gifts  for  Noralee.  The  little  red  sock  was  stuffed  and 
puffed  with  goodies.  In  a corner  by  the  fireplace,  leaning  against  the  red 
bricks,  stood  something  white  and  shiny--Santa  had  forgotten  his  cane. 
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LET’S  GET  DOWN  TO  IT 


Arthur  R.  Sculthorpe 

American,  British,  Zulu  or  Chinese,  we  deaf-blind  people  are  all  in 
the  same  boat:  we  cannot  see  or  hear  and  we  live  amongst  people  who  can. 

That's  the  situation.  We  can  do  one  of  three  things:  break  through 
the  wall  that  keeps  us  from  the  ordinary  world;  linger  on  in  a world  of  our 
own;  commit  suicide.  Now,  I don't  know  many  of  you  in  America  but  I know 
a few.  And  I don't  think  any  one  of  them  is  contemplating  suicide;  not 
really.  So  we  will  rule  that  out. 

What  about  that  "world  of  our  own?"  All  you  have  to  do  is,  just  nothing. 
Just  sit  about;  eat  when  food  is  brought  to  you;  go  to  bed  when  someone  tells 
you.  Read  your  books  and  do  a bit  of  handicraft  for  a change.  Write  to 
other  deaf-blind  people  and  get  some  sort  of  a feeling  that  you  aren't  quite 
alone.  Well,  that's  one  way.  It's  the  way  for  you  if  you  don't  want  to 
fight.  If  you  aren't  prepared  to  suffer  and  toil  and  strive.  If  you  are 
afraid  of  the  big  world  around  you,  it's  your  choice.  It's  a pretty  mis- 
erable sort  of  existence  though.  It's  not  a "man’s  life,"  is  it? 

What  about  the  third  alternative,  "breaking  through  the  wall?"  That's 
jolly  hard  going:  it  is  no  choice  for  the  weakling.  It  takes  everything 
you've  got;  it's  full  of  disappointment  and  often  you  feel  pretty  hopeless 
of  success.  But  it's  the  one  and  only  way  out.  To  be,  once  again,  a man 
or  woman  amongst  other  men  and  women.  To  be  able  to  meet  and  talk  with  yoiir 
fellows  on  a level  with  them  again.  To  feel  that  you  really  have  "overcome 
your  handicap" --that  phrase  used  so  glibly  by  some  of  our  sighted  friends. 
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How  to  set  about  it?  First  you  must  plan.  You  don't  get  anywhere 
without  a fixed  aim  and  you  won't  come  within  shooting  distance  of  that  aim 
without  a plan. 

Do  you  realize  that,  as  a deaf-blind  person,  you  have  some  advantages 
in  this  attempt  you  are  going  to  make  to  break  throu^  to  the  ordinary  world? 
The  very  fact  that  you  are  an  almost  complete  enigma  to  the  average  person, 
gives  you  a free  field.  You  can,  in  short,  by  yoiir  actions  and  words,  impose 
on  ordinary  people  any  idea  about  yourself  that  you  wish.  It  is  true  that 
often  those  people  have  a bias  towards  thinking  that  you  must  be  a bit  men- 
tally deficient;  that  is  because  they  think  yo\ir  mind  is  a "nothingness" 
simply  because  you  can't  hear  eind  see.  It  is  for  you  to  prove  to  them  beyond 
any  doubt  that  you  are  not  only  sound  of  mind  but  also  right  up  to  date  in 
c\irrent  affairs.  That's  where  your  reading  can  help.  Keep  up  with  all  as- 
pects of  contemporary  life;  not  only  politics  but  such  things  as  fashions, 
inventions,  sports  and,  most  particularly,  your  local  affairs. 

Be  careful,  too,  to  see  that  you  look  and  act  as  other  people  do.  Don't 
be  afraid  to  insist  on  real  candour  from  your  close  friends.  Any  tendency  to 
develop  peculiar  mannerisms  of  action  or  speech  must  be  killed,  before  they 
get  you. 

This  is  the  initial  "building  up  of  your  resources"  stage  in  your 
campaign.  Make  quite  sure  you  are  normal  in  manner  and  mind. 

The  next  stage  is  the  attack.  You  are  going  to  break  through.  You 
are  going  to  compel  the  ordinary  people  about  you  to  accept  you  as  one  of 
themselves.  To  do  this  you  must  make  yourself  attractive.  If  you  just 
wait,  you  are  lost.  You  must  go  out  after  your  objective.  You  must  see 
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that  every  time  any  person  comes  within  range  of  you,  that  person  is  made 
contact  with.  Don’t  wait  for  him.  Go  after  him.  He  is  more  afraid  of 
you  than  you  are  of  him.  It  is  he  who  is  shy.  Remember  that.  It's  up 
to  you  to  put  him  at  his  ease  and  make  him  want  to  know  you  better.  You 
pocket  your  pride,  your  reserve,  your  shrinkings.  This  is  stern  stxiff. 

But — ahl  now  we  are  up  against  the  keystone  of  the  arch.  With  all 
the  will  in  the  world  on  both  sides,  you  can't  contact  the  ordinary  world 
if  you  speak  a different  language.  All  the  talk  about  "a  quicker  and 
easier  method  of  communication"  falls  down  with  a bump  if  it  isn't  a common 
language  between  you  and  the  ordinary  world.  Go  out  on  the  street  and  see 
how  many  people  could  talk  to  you,  however  willing. 

You  must  have  a language  which  anyone  and  everyone  can  use.  No  good 
saying  that  "the  manual  is  easy  for  anyone  to  learn,"  Why  should  the 
ordinary  person  bother  to  learn  it?  He  won't  see  a deaf-blind  person 
once  in  a blue  moon,  and  in  fact,  as  we  all  know,  he  doesn't  learn  it, 

A few,  with  an  incentive  already  there,  have  learned  it  but  we  are  trying 
to  break  through  to  the  ordinary  world.  Let  us  be  equipped  with  a method 
which  we  can  use  in  that  ordinary  world.  Let  our  organizations  remember 
this . 

Anything  less  than  breaking  right  throu^  that  wall  is  tinkering. 

Only  when  we  can  mix  and  share  in  ordinary  life  shall  we  deaf-blind  people 
be  happy. 
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MY  HOBBIES 


Ada  Marie  Youmans 

I have  always  been  interested  in  hobbies . In  my  perfectly  normal  days 
when  I had  sight  and  hearing  I beat  all  the  boys  in  school  by  having  saved 
five  hundred  marbles.  I was  nine  then.  Next,  I wanted  to  see  how  many  dresses 
I could  make  for  a ten- cent  doll  and  created  two  hundred  before  I tired  of 
this . Next  came  hankies  and  I wanted  to  see  how  many  handkerchiefs  I could 
get  in  a given  time.  Every  nickel  and  dime  I got  I converted  into  a handker- 
chief. I had  reached  one  hundred  on  my  twelfth  birthday,  when  my  uncle  gave 
me  a beautiful  sterling  silver  birthday  teaspoon  and  that  steirted  my  spoon 
hobby.  I have  been  receiving  beautiful  spoons  all  down  the  years,  including 
a dozen  which  my  grandmother  brought  from  London  which  are  at  least  a hundred 
years  old.  They  are  hand  engraved  with  the  letter  "L."  I would  have  at  least 
five  dozen  handsome  teaspoons  now  had  I not  given  many  away. 

And  now  for  my  present  hobby--my  rare  and  valuable  coin  collection.  Many 
are  so  rare  and  valuable  that  I keep  them  in  the  vault  at  o\ir  bank.  I have 
over  two  hundred  and  am  adding  weekly.  A dear  friend  in  London  sent  his  whole 
collection,  and  so  many  rare  ones.  I have  two  coins  that  are  nearly  three 
hundred  years  eld  and  a few  with  George  the  Third's  picture.  Several  with 
Queen  Victoria’s.  One  with  Queen  Wilhelmina's,  which  is  very  old.  I have 
coins  from  many  other  European  countries,  including  Prance,  Belgium,  Germany, 
Denmark,  Sweden,  Greece  and  Italy.  I have  an  American  half-dollar  dated  l846 
and  a white  cent  dated  I863.  I have  a few  Canadian  coins  nearly  eighty  years 
old.  One  from  New  Zealand,  two  from  Japan,  five  from  India.  I have  two  coins 
of  Hitler  emd  will  soon  have  one  of  the  new  marks . I do  not  collect  coin 
tokens  but  have  one  bearing  the  initials  F.  D.  R.  It  would  give  me  great 
pleasure  to  exchange  American  coins  for  foreign  coins,  especially  of  countries 
not  represented  in  my  collection. 
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Jones vllle,  Alabama 
November  19^7 


Dear  Sir: 

I seat  merself  an  take  mer  stilus  in  han  ter  thanke  ya  fer  the  right  nice 
little  maggyzen  youns  sont  me  an  Invited  us  all  ter  Jine  in  an  takeer  han. 

I admire  ter  say  Howdy  ter  Miss  Keller  be ins  she  come  frum  Alabammer  an  I 
air  right  glad  the  folks  air  a going  ter  help  her  bild  her  hous  back  which 
bon  gut  burnt  up. 

That  thar  letter  the  feller  rit  erbout  Coloradi  sho  hit  the  spot.  I wish 
ter  grapus  er  passel  er  them  thar  white  coller  folks  up  ter  Washington 
would  go  out  thar  and  tork  weth  God  er  while.  I rekon  likely  things  would 
get  better.  And  them  folks  tuther  side  the  big  water  shore  do  need  ter 
tork  weth  God.  I ain’t  mutch  on  pollytix  but  I can  see  er  letter  things 
God  kin  do  fer  'em  if'n  they’d  harken  ter  him. 

I am  a wishin  youn’s  a grateful  Thanksgiving  an  er  good  appatite  ter  eat 
your  Thanksgivin  dinner  what  ever  hit  eir  an  I wish  youn’s  er  gran  success 
weth  yer  maggyzine. 

No  more  fer  this  here  time. 


Yourn  til  death, 

Mrs  * Alabammer  Jones 


Miss  Alice  Priest,  one  of  our  deaf-blind  friends,  sent  us  this  contribution 
some  time  ago.  We  are  sorry  to  report  that  she  has  since  passed  away. 
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BE  game: 


Everyone  loves  a winner,  that  is,  everyone  except  a loser. 

It  is  easy  to  smile,  to  he  happy,  cheerful,  and  gay,  to  whistle  with  the 
birds  when  things  are  breaking  right,  when  life  seems  to  be  just  one  grand  crim- 
son sunset.  The  man  who  cannot  be  happy  under  those  conditions  cannot  be  happy 
in  heaven.  But  what  about  a loser?  VHiere  is  the  balm  for  him?  IThat  unction 
can  he  lay  to  his  soul? 

It  is  a hard  task  to  be  as  good  a loser  as  a winner.  But  it  is  not  impos- 
sible. Many  men  have  done  it. 

If  the  world  loves  a winner,  it  keeps  its  admiration  and  respect  for  a game 
loser,  the  man  who  can  smile  when  the  clouds  hang  low  and  are  ready  to  break. 

The  nan  who  in  spite  of  defeat  and  disappointment,  setback  and  grief,  faces  the 
world  smilingly,  is  the  man  who  ultimately  will  win  out. 

Though  it  is  a hard  task  to  be  game,  to  stand  up  under  defeat,  the  qualities 
that  make  that  sort  of  a man  are  the  ones  that  eventually  will  help  him  into  his 
own.  Those  who  smile  when  they  lose  win  more  than  they  lose.  Nothing  inspires 
success  or  victory  like  calmness  in  the  face  of  defeat. 

Nobody  has  any  time  for  the  poor  loser.  The  world  has  too  many  troubles 
of  its  own  to  spend  much  time  with  the  man  who  constantly  is  telling  a tale  of 
woe.  The  world  passes  by  the  grumbler,  the  growler  and  the  grouch,  and  takes 
up  the  smiler. 

The  fighter  knows  that  so  long  as  he  smiles,  looks  happy  and  confident,  just 
so  long  has  he  a chance  against  his  opponent.  Let  him  scowl  and  take  his  punish- 
ment hard,  and  he  loses  what  the  cheerful  one  gains.  Further  than  this,  he 
loses  his  confidence. 

Anyone  can  be  a good  winner,  it  takes  a man  to  be  a game  loser. 

--Personality. 
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REPORT  FRCa»l  TEE  ZEELD 


After  a warm  September  in  Texas  I returned  to  the  office  to  find  beautiful 
fall  weather.  Everyone  says  that  October  is  the  loveliest  month  of  the  year  in 
New  York  and  I have  been  glad  to  be  here  to  enjoy  it.  It  is  what  we  call  good 
suit  weather — cool  enough  for  a jacket  but  not  cold  enough  for  one  to  need  more 
in  the  way  of  a wrap. 

Just  after  my  return,  Miss  Dinsmore  and  I went  to  Hartford,  Connecticut 
to  attend  the  meeting  of  the  Eastern  Conference  of  Home  Teachers.  All  the  east- 
ern states  were  represented  at  this  three-day  meeting  and  you  would  have  been 
pleased  to  see  hov;  interested  all  the  members  of  the  Conference  were  in  work  for 
the  deaf-blind.  I spoke  at  one  of  tne  morning  sessions,  and  at  the  close  of  the 
meeting  a great  number  of  people  came  to  ask  for  specific  Infoimiation.  Since 
home  teachers,  as  a rule,  are  the  workers  who  can  be  of  greatest  help  to  the 
deaf-blind  I was  more  than  glad  to  speak  at  their  meeting. 

One  of  the  nicest  things  about  returning  to  the  office  is  finding  your 
letters  waiting.  There  is  always  much  interesting  news  and  this  time  I want  to 
pass  some  of  it  on  to  you.  Not  long  ago  Bernie  Devine  sent  one  of  the  bird- 
houses  that  he  makes  so  well  to  Oxford,  England.  They  were  delighted  and  wrote 
that  the  craftsmanship  was  surprising  and  that  they  were  putting  it  up  at  Rhodes 
House.  This  house  is  where  the  Rhodes  scholars  live. 

An  outstanding  Englishman,  Cecil  Rhodes,  who  died  in  1902,  provided  in  his 
will  for  a number  of  three-year  scholarships  to  Oxford  University- -about  one 
hundred  open  to  young  men  from  certain  British  dominions  and  colonies  and  ninety- 
six  to  candidates  from  the  United  States.  In  his  will  he  stated  that  he  felt 
that  having  the  American  students  there  would  foster  the  cause  of  the  union  of 
English-speaking  people.  He  wanted  the  young  men  selected  for  four  groups  of 
qualities  which  he  defined  as  follows:  literary  and  scholastic  ability  and 
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attainments;  qualities  of  manhood,  truth,  courage,  devotion  to  duty,  sympathy 
for  and  protection  of  the  weah,  kindliness,  unselfishness  and  fellov;ship;  exhi- 
bition during  school  days  of  moral  force  of  character;  and  fondness  for  sports. 
You  can  see  from  this  what  an  outstanding  group  of  young  men  these  are  and  why 
it  is  considered  such  an  honor  to  win  a Rhodes  scholarship.  I'm  sure  that  you 
want  to  Join  me  in  congratulating  Mr.  Devine  on  having  his  birdhouse  placed  where 
these  men  live.  I think  it  is  grand  for  them  to  see  what  very  fine  work  he  does. 
We  hope  that  the  birds  who  make  it  their  home  will  be  as  bright  at  the  students 
and  appreciate  such  a nice  dwelling. 

I have  not  meant  to  make  Mr.  Devine  the  sole  subject  of  this  column  but  I 
know  that  you  will  be  glad  to  hear  that  his  book  of  poetry,  "Everyday  Poems  in 
Everyday  English"  has  been  transcribed  into  braille  by  the  American  Red  Cross 
of  Philadelphia  and  will  soon  be  in  circulation.  You  are  all  going  to  enjoy 
reading  it  Just  as  I did. 

November  la  a month  of  holidays  and  exitement.  Before  long  the  election 
will  be  over,  leaving  many  happy  and  unhappy  people.  Isn't  it  fine  though  that 
we  live  in  a country  where  we  can  express  ovir  thoughts  and  fight  for  the  man  we 
feel  will  make  the  best  leader,  but  that  after  the  decision  is  made  we  can  ac- 
cept the  one  who  wins  and  back  him?  Too  often  we  take  such  freedom  for  granted 
without  appreciating  it. 

At  the  close  of  the  month  when  our  nation  celebrates  Thanksgiving  Day  we 
should  include  thanks  for  our  way  of  life  and  prayers  for  guidance  for  our  lead- 
ers. I hope  that  the  year  has  been  such  a good  one  for  you  that  you  will  not 
even  have  to  atop  to  think  what  your  many  blessings  are,  and  too,  that  by  next 
year  they  will  have  increased  many  times. 

A very  happy,  peaceful  Thanksgiving  Day  to  you  all  and  may  God  bless  you. 

Dorothy  Bryan 
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THANKSGIVING 


I 'in  thankful  for  the  food  I eat 
And  for  the  air  I breathe. 

And  though  I 'm  deaf  and  nearly  blind. 
I'm  thankful  I can  read. 

I 'm  thankful  for  the  bright  sunshine 
And  water  that  I drink. 

And  while  I'm  not  a Solomon, 

That  fair-mindedly  I think. 

I *ra  thankful  for  my  robust  health 
For  it  is  very  good. 

I'm  thankful,  too,  my  arms  and  legs 
Are  neither  cork  nor  wood. 

I 'm  thankful  for  my  many  friends, 

And  that  I have  no  foe . 

I 'm  thankful  for  the  nerve  I have 
That  helps  me  come  and  go. 

But  most  of  all  I 'm  thankful 
For  my  faith  in  our  God; 

For  without  that  faith  I'd  be 
No  better  than  the  sod. 


--Paul  A.  Frith 
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NEWSCOPE 


One  of  the  dullest  Presidential  campaigns  in  recent  memory  draws  to  a 
close  with  Governor  Thomas  E.  Dewey  of  New  York,  the  Republican  nominee,  well 
in  the  lead  over  President  Truman,  running  for  re-election.  Both  candidates 
have  been  making  speaking  tours  more  far-flung  than  usual--Mr.  Dewey  in  mea- 
sured tones,  trying  to  offend  no  one;  the  President,  desperate  at  the  diffi- 
culty of  his  situation,  lashing  out  in  political  vituperation.  Their  efforts 
are  likely  to  have  a practical  effect  in  only  a few  key  Senatorial  contests, 
the  results  of  which  may  decide  which  party  will  control  the  organization  of 
Senate  committees.  Mr.  Dewey's  final  Midwest  swing  in  the  campaign  is  aimed 
at  saving  the  Senate  for  his  party. 

The  third-party  campaign  of  Henry  V/allace  has  proved  lees  consequential 
than  had  been  expected.  Resolutely  opposed  by  the  bulk  of  labor  and  "liberal" 
elements,  Mr.  Wallace  announced  that  his  party  would  not  continue  to  contest 
Congressional  seats  where  its  nominees  were  opposed  by  labor  or  liberal  can- 
didates. Even  this  concession  seemed  unlikely  to  win  him  other  than  the  extrem- 
ist vote;  yet  the  mere  existence  of  his  candidacy  takes  strength  from  Mr. 
Truman,  as  does  the  presence  in  the  South  of  the  States  Ri^ts  Party  backing 
Govenor  J.  Strom  Thurmond  of  South  Carolina,  in  opposition  to  the  President's 
civil-rights  program. 

The  election  contest  threatened  to  have  world  repercussions  when  President 
Truman,  apparently  seeking  to  prove  that  he  was ‘not  neglecting  the  nation 's-- 
and  the  world' s--buslness  in  his  electioneering,  decided  to  send  Chief  Justice 
Vinson  as  his  personal  representative  to  Moscow,  to  attempt  to  end  the  dead- 
lock on  atomic  control.  As  soon  as  the  news  came  out,  it  became  apparent  that 
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the  other  Western  nations  felt  this  an  unwarranted  "breach  of  Allied  unit, 
and  that  Secretary  of  State  George  C.  Marshall  had  already  protested  to  the 
President  and  caused  him  to  abandon  the  plan. 

The  United  Nations  meeting  in  Paris  was  intensifying  the  conflict  between 
the  Soviet  Iftiion  and  the  West.  Exasperated  at  the  prolonged  deadlock  over 
the  Soviet  blockade  of  Berlin,  and  the  failure  to  carry  out  on  lower  levels 
the  agreement  supposedly  reached  with  Marshal  Stalin,  the  Western  powers 
brought  the  blockade  before  the  Security  Council  as  a threat  to  the  peace. 

Russia  replied  that  there  was  neither  blockade  nor  threat,  and  that  a con- 
troversy over  Germany  could  only  be  considered  by  the  Foreign  Ministers  of 
the  four  occupying  powers.  The  West  countered  that  no  such  discussion  v/as 
possible  under  the  "duress"  of  a blockade,  and  both  sides  turned  down  an 
attempt  by  the  "neutral"  members  of  the  Security  Council  to  end  the  deadlock 
by  starting  discussion  and  lifting  the  blockade  at  the  same  time. 

In  the  U.  N.  Assembly,  Russia  renewed  its  proposals  for  disarmament  and 
atomic  bomb  control,  without,  however,  agreeing  to  the  international  inspec- 
tion of  its  own  arms,  without  which  the  Western  powers  contend  that  "disarmament' 
would  be  a farce . 

The  U.  N.  was  also  faced  with  an  intensification  of  the  Palestine  con- 
flict. The  murder  of  the  U.  N.  mediator.  Count  Bemadotte,  stimulated  strong 
reactions  in  favor  of  his  plan  for  a Palestine  settlement  recognizing  Israel 
but  internationalizing  Jerusalem  and  giving  the  Negeb  desert  and  western 
Galilee  to  the  Arabs.  Israel  stoutly  refused  to  accept  the  loss  of  the  large 
desert  area,  which  it  considers  reclaimable,  and  of  dominion  over  the  Jewish 
sector  of  the  Holy  City.  Before  the  U.  N.  could  act,  the  Jews  launched  an 
offensive  in  the  Negeb,  in  spite  of  the  theoretical  truce,  and  were  apparently 
succeeding  in  confronting  the  U.  N.  with  a fait  accompli --actual  Jewish 
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domination  of  the  territory  Israel  claims. 

The  V.^estern  European  nations,  meanwhile,  were  attempting  to  consolidate 
their  union  with  further  plans  for  military  and  economic  cooperation.  Win- 
ston Churchill,  speaking  to  the  Conservative  party  in  Britain,  said  that  the 
time  to  face  up  to  Eussia  is  now.  France,  a key  nation  in  the  defense  of  the 
West,  was  struggling  with  strikes,  the  most  serious  of  which  were  stimulated 
hy  the  Communist  in  an  attempt  to  dislodge  the  middle-of-the-road  government 
of  Premier  Henri  Queuille,  and  General  Charles  de  Gaulle  was  gaining  in  local 
elections  and  making  no  hones  about  his  intention  to  act  "in  his  own  way"  when 
the  time  came  to  take  over. 

In  the  United  States,  despite  the  international  tension  and  the  electoral 
campaign,  the  biggest  sensation  of  the  month  was  the  three-way  baseball  pennant 
race  in  the  American  League  among  the  Yankees,  Indians  and  Bed  Sox.  The  season 
ended  in  a tie  between  the  Indians  and  the  Bed  Sox,  and  the  Indians  proceeded 
to  win  in  a one -game  play-off  and  then  to  take  the  World  Series  from  the  other 
Boston  team,  the  Braves.  At  the  same  time  the  college  and  professional  foot- 
ball season  started--whlch, together  with  Thanksgiving  feasting, will  claim  the 
most  ardent  attention  of  Americans  during  the  fall. 

Bobert  Stern 

New  York  Herald  Tribune 
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lETTER  FROM  A DEAF-BLIND  SCOUT 


c/o  Grant 
11,  Kelr  Street 
Edinturgh  3,  Scotland 
5-8-48 


My  dear  Sir : 

Your  two  letters  are  here  and  I very  sincerely  offer  you  my  apologies 
for  the  delay  In  answering  the  former  of  June. 

My  holidays  began  on  July  3rd,  and  ended  Saturday,  July  17th.  Your  let- 
ter of  June  arrived  here  on  July  2nd.  The  same  evening  I got  the  outgoing 
train  to  London  and  traveled  all  night.  After  my  two  weeks'  stay  In  London 
I left  that  city  ty  the  10:00  p.m.  nl^t  train  and  arrived  here  Sunday  morning 
at  7:30. 

Oh  dear,  believe  me,  the  mall  was  stacked  high  and  I didn't  know  which  to 
open.  But  among  the  letters  was  one  from  Brother  Commissioner  Newton  Ottone, 
and  I have  replied  to  him. 

I regret  that  my  letter  to  your  office  had  been  misunderstood.  The  maga- 
zines I wanted  were  (inkprlnt)  American  ones  suitable  for  boys  of  school  age, 
though  the  letters  I wanted  here  were  to  be  Braille.  So  far  a satisfactory 
number  of  the  latter  has  been  received. 

Regards  Brother  District  Commissioner  Newton  Ottone,  I have  explained  to 
him  what  I want  for  the  boys  here,  and  also  sent  him  a few  of  the  British  boys' 
papers,  so  I am  waiting  to  hear  from  him  again. 

I have  also  replied  to  three  of  the  correspondents.  They  sound  nice 
friends . 

I wish  the  American  and  British  governments  could  do  something  to  bring 
the  two  countries  closer.  Wouldn't  it  be  grand  if  Aiiierica  could  be  lifted  up 
like  a stone  and  laid  down  again  on  the  North  Sea  and  we  deaf-blind  in  Britain 
could  only  step  on  it,  or  if  Britain  could  be  lifted  and  laid  in  the  Pacific 
and  Americans  could  step  on  Britain?  Oh,  how  happy  I would  be.  I long  for  the 
day  when  American  and  Scottish  deaf-blind  will  meet. 

Up  to  the  present  day  it  seems  that  the  printers  have  overlooked  me  in 
the  mailing  list  as  I have  not  received  the  June  issue  of  Touch  and  Go,  but 
my  friend  in  Aberdeen,  Mr.  A.  C.  Edwards,  has  sent  me  his  copy,  but  I hope 
they  send  me  the  September  issue. 

Now  I will  close,  thanking  you  for  your  two  letters.  Give  my  warm  love 
and  kind  thoughts  to  your  staff,  including  yourself. 

Yours  with  gratitude. 

Rover  G.  Godfrey 

GOD  BLESS  AMERICA  AND  ITS  CITIZENS 


-8- 


L •• 


^obtO  ■ \ : 

j-cr. 

: 1 1 .'i  'XB’jc  vM 

: -.  jj  vm  L . < -*'i.  ■ ‘ rr  v ” ’..r';  rici:  ;•/-  > ' -t  ‘Ij-'.  i 

. ■•'“C’v  ' '*■'  ■ *.x.v  ■>."■  I'-Vtiru’  .1  701 

i,  ^ r.'  - H \yi 

.;j  J ■■  •.  ■;■'  ^nifL  Vi.  7^;^ 

• s i:.  ; .■  [v  ..cjntxl  cj'iite'xt 

q j'.:  ' I <■  ir.  v'flxfj  .rT«>i  I 

' - " • T 


• ri^Jft  isrf' 

' , jC"  ::^7  ■'• 

■ \ 

, ‘ ^ • ■ ’ ".-/Cy,  'jJ  •\?''.  . ■-^•'■.  ' ' 

;.  ..  ;■/•;•'.  .■  i i’eoi'i*»eiA_.r-r  ' x;..'  • ■■■■''■:• 

^ ■:■  •■  , ^ J -'i/,-  ..]  y,  .f  ■»  X;.,.;;  ^ ^ 

-.  -'•■  ■ '■  . .1  ■ ' -.  . •'  y 'ju.-  ’ ;i.'-  . ■ .■’.  ••v2 

v-^  ..  . ' ■;■.  '■  '■  A s;; ; .<T;:x  'J 

••.  . .•r‘4  io  >.  . -,  :;-•  -...  • ■■  r -p  . 

c ,■  •■  . xn'i  iiDSl'' 

rr  r'-j  . •:  ■ •.,.  ’:<•  : "V  ' .'  }..r.  . ■..  j.:i5  .v:^".. 

. ilslJii'T  n..o  n:7;.i:r-vr,'-.  i - I 

•'■  , ■ .-■  ^ .;.i?  £;;3i7*:Ui(V 

• •’.  .':.T  .!,'  ■ x>nn  35fxl' 

■r.  ■ rsj-i  I"'  'x,  i uo  --jO'^n  Ilixcc 

: j ;/■''•*■'•.'*  •,  fcif/op.  ■.Vi:a 

f. ... ■ ;.  ■ \r'-  r'  .hr.B  ajaot'LsxA  neAW 

;•  ah.  .X  t*a 

.xl'-f  ,rrf'9i‘Xf»ii‘A  .-.i  r ‘ ia 
-?v'v!  ..r«r  ^Phdr- 

■:cv'  x.'^j  ''V'  - -w."-  ic'  i w * ■ 

• ;.  y \ " ,,  \ •■■'  ^iv ■ r,i  ,br;' ,•'■  Xha 

, 'yiiL' - !\T(5Tg  ilji'./  sxvx  y 

7'-VC« 

1..-'.  !!.  1 . CT’I  dr’A  ,'.iovi_T.7 .' >i'L  y 


r* * "i  ' -f  '■ 
c-.-  X'  j.  : 


1 :r:r.'  =*rT:^f\- 


- . mj' 


....  r ^ 'T  -.i  ? ■’*,{;. r>t  -3'..:: 

. f:  1 A ly  A ^ li-'  * .A.  , <J  .*Q'OC 


^’n;n  'id 

. / •■  J ■ . ■ ;.ixr.jA  ■ JbJ.  .n'^qo- 

■ '■  ■■■  . h'  . . : ■ ■■'^  ; ^ ■ ■■■' 


>t  7-  1 . .' 

t.  • . — -T  ^ " r\i^  •'  ‘ 

I .'I  (,C»C  2-  r I >'  J’'-  A -.  .•  ..il.. 

^"13!  1 ^ i.v  V J5  .it ^ ^ . 


OTJR  TRIP  THROUGH  THE  ROCKIES 


Myrtle  G.  Pond 

As  many  of  you  know,  the  state  of  Idaho  extends  northward  and  comes  up  to 
a narrow  point  "between  the  states  of  Montana  and  V/ashington.  Sandpoint,  Idaho 
where  my  sister  Hazel  lives,  is  up  in  this  point,  just  a few  miles  from  the 
other  two  state  lines  and  not  so  far  from  the  Canadian  line.  Hazel  had  "been 
wanting  sister  Neva  and  me  to  visit  her  and  we  promised  her  we  would  do  so  af- 
ter the  war  ended;  so,  on  July  1st,  19^6  we  "boarded  the  train  at  Oel-vrein  at 
two  o’clock  in  the  morning.  Oelwein,  Iowa  is  the  central  headquarters  of  the 
Chicago  Great  Western  railroad.  Its  shops  are  there,  too.  Our  passenger  coach 
was  so  cold,  "being  air  conditioned,  "but  when  the  sun  rose  in  the  morning  it  was 
very  comforta"ble . We  got  to  St.  Paul  at  seven  o'clock,  and  at  eight  o'clock  we 
took  possession  of  our  section  in  a Pullman  car  on  the  Great  Northern  Express 
which  was  to  "be  our  home  for  the  rest  of  our  journey.  There  were  sixteen  Pull- 
man cars  in  our  train.  Some  of  them  were  the  new  model  and  some  the  old;  we  oc- 
cupied a place  in  one  of  the  latter  so  I cannot  tell  you  anything  a'bout  the 
former  ones  except  that  I was  told  that  they  are  very  ela'borate.  Our  train  was 
in  two  sections;  the  sleeper  section  carried  nothing  "but  passengers  going  on 
long  distances  and  did  not  stop  except  when  someone  wanted  to  get  on  or  off. 

We  had  our  own  lunch  for  part  of  the  time,  getting  hot  drinks  or  milk  from 
the  dining  car  to  go  with  it,  and  the  porter  would  "bring  us  a ta"ble  that  fitted 
in  "between  our  seats  and  made  it  seem  like  home.  And  we  thoroughly  enjoyed  it. 
When  we  ate  in  the  diner  and  the  train  was  going  at  full  speed  an  usher  would 
take  me  from  Neva  and  pilot  me  out  and  in,  in  fine  style.  The  porters  were  all 
very  polite  and  helpful  and  Neva  said  most  of  them  used  perfect  English  and 
seemed  well-educated.  There  were  lum"ber  dealers  on  our  train  going  west  to 
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order  lumber.  One  from  St.  Paul  could  talk  to  me  with  the  manual  alphabet. 

He  had  deaf-mute  employees  in  his  lumber  yard  and  he  said  he  sometimes  attended 
their  social  gathering,  which  pleased  them  very  much.  His  name  was  Mr.  Lord, 
which  I thought  was  very  unusual.  The  Great  Northern  road  has  an  accident  in- 
surance fund  and  any  passenger  who  is  injured  while  on  that  road  is  well  taken 
care  of.  • 

Neva  said  North  Dakota  and  Montana  were  dreary  and  bare,  with  no  timber. 

But  on  the  mountains  there  was  timber  in  great  abundance-- just  pines  and  pines 
everywhere  on  the  mountain  sides  and  in  many  places  with  caps  of  snow  above 
them.  It  was  hard  to  realize  that  lumber  is  scarce,  but  it's  one  thing  to  look 
at  the  trees  on  the  steep  slopes  and  quite  another  matter  to  get  them  off.  Our 
train  stopped  for  fifteen  minutes  in  Glacier  National  Park  and  many  people  got 
out  to  look  around  and  take  pictures,  but  if  they  started  to  go  away  from  the 
train,  the  train  crew  would  yell  "All  aboardi"  Our  car  was  near  the  head  of 
the  train  and  when  we  went  around  Horseshoe  Bend,  Neva  could  look  out  of  the 
window  and  see  the  rear  end  of  the  train  coming  along.  There  were  two  engines-- 
one  pushing  and  one  pulling- -going  through  the  mountains  and  I could  feel  the 
strain  of  the  train  pulling  up  grade  and  then  the  release  as  it  coasted  do^m. 

We  arrived  at  Sandpoint  Tuesday  evening  where  our  sister  and  husband  met  us  and 
took  us  to  their  home  on  the  banks  of  Lake  Ponderay  which  is  the  largest  clear 
lake  in  the  United  States  and  has  a 562  mile  shore  line.  It  is  so  deep  that 
its  depth  has  never  been  measured  and  is  thouglibto  have  once  been  a volcano 
crater.  It  is  full  of  large  fish  but  people  must  go  out  in  boats  to  get  them, 
or  fish  for  them  through  the  ice  in  winter.  From  what  I have  been  told,  I 
think  that  Idaho  and  Washington  are  the  most  beautiful  states  in  our  union-- 
especially  in  summer,  with  many  mountains  covered  with  snow  and  pines,  and  many 
lakes,  beautiful  shade  trees  and  flowers  which  grow  larger  and  brighter  there 
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than  they  do  down  In  our  valley  here.  Fruit  is  very  abundant  there,  too.  We 
went  to  Yakima,  Washington,  which  is  the  center  of  the  fruit  growing  region  of 
the  Northwest.  I was  taken  to  an  orchard  and  shown  peaches,  pears,  prunes, 
plums,  apricots,  apples  and  black  cherries;  the  latter  being  the  only  fruit 
that  was  ripe  at  that  time,  so  we  got  our  fill  of  them.  My  nephew,  who  lived 
at  Yakima,  told  me  there  was  a forest  near  there  in  which  there  were  petrified 
trees  20,000  years  old.  They  were  hard  maple  and  sycamore  and  had  been  killed 
by  a volcanic  eruption.  Some  are  still  standing,  some  half -fallen  and  some 
lying  flat  on  the  ground.  He  gave  me  some  pieces  of  them  as  a souvenir.  We 
have  four  married  nieces  and  nephews  in  Washington  whom  we  also  visited.  At 
Spokane  I was  taken  to  see  an  old  schoolmate  whom  I had  not  seen  for  many  years, 
and  it  made  me  feel  like  a kid  again  to  meet  such  old-time  pals.  One  of  the 
amusing  featinres  of  our  trip  occurred  at  Sandpoint  when  our  little  niece  and 
grandniece  who  were  about  eight  years  old  decided  they  would  get  up  a party  for 
me.  So  without  saying  anything  to  their  mothers  about  it,  they  went  around 
telling  the  neighbor  laides  that  there  was  to  be  a party  for  Madeline's  granthna 
who  is  blind.  I guess  that's  as  near  as  I shall  ever  get  to  being  grandma.  Ha, 
Ha.' 

On  our  way  home  we  had  to  wait  several  hours  in  St.  Paul  and  had  time  to 
inspect  the  Union  Depot  there,  which  is  over  two  blocks  long,  is  made  of  marble 
and  is  raised  above  the  tracks.  It  is  equipped  with  all  modern  conveniences, 
restrooms  with  cots,  up-to-date  lunch  rooms,  light  drink  stands,  souvenir 
counters,  etc.  A man  sits  behind  an  amplifier  and  announces  trains  as  they 
come  in.  It  is  all  very  ^interesting  and  entertaining. 

We  arrived  home  on  the  evening  of  July  Slst,  having  been  away  just  three 
weeks.  I enjoyed  the  trip  so  much  that  I would  like  to  go  again  sometime. 
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ly  A sorrowing  widow,  having  a monument  erected  in  memory  of  her  late  husoand, 
had  the  following  inscription  carved  on  it. 

"Goodbye,  Henry;  My  Light  Has  Gone  Out," 

Three  months  later,  when  she  was  remarried,  some  wit  added  to  the  inscription: 
"But  I Have  Struck  Another  Match." 

--Capper's  Weekly 


FOE  KIBITZERS  ONLY 


"Senator"  Ed  Ford  relays  the  one  about  the  three  New  Yorkers  who  (before  the 
war)  were  big-game  hunting  in  India.  After  a long  hard  day  they  were  playing 
cards  outside  their  tent.  One  of  them  looked  around  now  and  then  before  de- 
ciding which  card  to  play.  The  others  made  no  comment  until  he  had  turned 
around  the  steenth  time. 

"Sami"  finally  said  one  of  the  irritated  players.  "Vlhat  does  a tiger 
know  about  pinochle?" 


HELL'S  BELLS 

Patient  after  operation:  'Why  are  the  blinds  down?" 

Nurse:  "There  is  a fire  across  the  street  and  we  didn't  want  you  to  come  out 

of  the  ether  and  think  the  operation  was  a failure." 

--Wisconsin  State  Employee 
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A VAGABOND  SONG 


There  Is  something  in  the  autumn  that  is 
native  to  my  hiood-- 
Touch  of  manner,  hint  of  mood; 

And  my  heart  is  like  a rhyme, 

With  the  yllow  and  the  purple  and  the 
crimson  keeping  time. 

The  scarlet  of  the  maples  can  shake  me 
like  a cry 
Of  hugles  going  hy. 

And  my  lonely  spirit  thrills 
To  see  the  frosty  asters  like  a smoke  upon 
the  hills. 

There  is  something  in  October  sets  the 
gypsy  blood  astir; 

We  must  rise  and  follow  her. 

When  from  every  hill  of  flame 
She  calls  and  calls  each  vagabond  by 
name . 


--Bliss  Carman 


OCTOBER 

There  comes  a month  in  the  weary  year, 

A month  of  leisure  and  healthful  rest; 

When  the  ripe  leaves  fall  and  the  air  is  clear; 
October,  the  brovm,  the  crisp,  the  blest. 

October  turned  my  maple  leaves  to  gold; 

They  most  are  gone  now,  here  and  there 
one  lingers; 

Soon  these  will  slip  from  out  the  twig's 
weak  hold; 

Like  coin,  between  a dying  miser's 
fingers . 


--Thos.  Bailey  Aldrich 
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REPORT  FROM  THE  FIELD 


It  seems  no  time  since  I was  writing  something  for  the  September  issue 
of  Touch  and  Go  and  here  it  is  time  for  the  October  issue  to  go  to  press. 
That  is  because  I have  been  so  busy  and,  as  we  well  know,  time  seems  to  fly 
when  there  is  lots  to  do. 

September  has  been  spent  in  Texas.  Of  course,  I haven't  been  able 
to  cover  all  of  it,  but  at  the  request  of  Mr.  Lon  Alsup,  head  of  the  Texas 
Commission  for  the  Blind,  I came  here  to  work  with  the  home  teachers  and 
help  them  plan  for  the  deaf-blind  in  the  state.  Miss  Julia  Lawson,  who 
is  supervisor  of  the  home  teaching  seirvice,  has  been  traveling  with  me 
and,  before  we  finish,  we  will  have  worked  in  Dallas,  Fort  Worth,  Waco, 
Houston,  San  Antonio  and  Austin.  There  are  not  enough  home  teachers  to 
cover  all  of  the  state  but  where  there  are  none  the  Commission  has  the 
vocational  rehabilitation  workers  do  what  they  can.  For  this  reason  I 
have  seen  as  many  of  those  workers  as  possible . 

In  the  larger  cities  of  Texas  there  are  Lighthouses  for  the  Blind. 

I find  that  they  are  different  in  each  place  but  that  as  a rule  they  have 
a workshop  and  training  center.  In  several  of  these  I have  been  pleased 
to  find  deaf-blind  people  employed  and  it  looks  as  if  we  shall  be  able  to 
plan  for  others  to  go  into  these  places  to  stays  certain  length  of  time 
while  they  learn  some  type  of  work  that  later  they  can  do  at  home.  This 
will  be  a big  help  because  in  a state  as  big  as  Texas  workers  have  a hard 
time  getting  around  to  see  people  often  enough  to  give  all  the  help  that 
is  needed. 
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Until  you  start  traveling  around  this  state  it  is  hard  to  realize  hov 
very  hig  it  is.  We  have  had  to  spend  so  much  of  our  time  getting  from  one 
place  to  another  that  I have  wished  I had  a little  airplane  of  my  own  and 
could  fly  as  I pleased.  The  people  here  live  up  to  their  reputation  for 
being  very  friendly  and  it  is  fun  to  get  about  and  meet  them.  Maybe  you 
know  that  the  name  of  the  state  comes  from  an  Indian  word  that  means 
friendly. 

Among  the  deaf-blind  people  whom  I have  met  I have  found  many  who 
write  to  others  scattered  all  over  our  country  and  it  has  been  pleasant  to 
sit  and  talk  of  mutual  friends.  The  problems  here  are  the  same  as  those  in 
any  other  place.  Many  have  trouble  with  a satisfactory  communication 
method  and  many  are  lonely  and  want  more  to  do.  I hope  that  through  my 
work  here  these  problems  will  be  made  easier  to  solve.  Sometimes  it  takes 
very  little  to  start  a new  idea  and  to  bring  about  a change.  The  hardest 
problem  to  meet  is  the  one  of  communication  for  an  adult  who  has  never  been 
to  school  and  cannot  read  and  write.  Signs  help  some  but  if  you  have  any 
suggestions  for  such  people  I hope  you  will  write  me  about  them. 

I wish  you  could  see  some  of  the  lovely  handwork  that  these  folks  do-- 
not  that  it  can’t  be  found  everywhere  but  because  it  is  good  to  know  that 
more  and  more  deaf-blind  people  are  learning  to  do  it.  The  weaving  is 
lovely  and  the  little  baby  booties  one  woman  makes  are  so  sweet  that  I 
wanted  to  buy  them  for  all  the  babies  I know.  In  San  Antonio  they  have 
opened  a gift  shop  where  they  sell  the  articles  made  by  the  blind  and  it 
is  one  of  the  most  attractive  places  I have  seen.  Nobody  could  walk  by 
without  wanting  to  go  in,  and  once  Inside  they  would  have  to  buy  at  least 
a few  of  the  pretty  things.  The  hardest  problem  for  most  of  the  deaf-blind 
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Is  to  sell  the  things  they  make  and  this  shop  is  a wonderful  help  to  the 
people  in  this  part  of  the  state.  I wish  there  were  more  like  it. 

People  often  comment  to  me  on  how  nice  it  must  he  to  go  all  over  the 
country  and  see  so  many  places.  As  a rule  there  is  little  time  for  sight- 
seeing because  I spend  all  I can  in  visiting  the  deaf -blind  people  and  help- 
ing the  workers  for  the  blind  learn  about  deaf-blindness.  However,  since 
I was  in  San  Antonio  over  a weekend  I did  take  time  to  visit  the  Alamo,  dear 
to  the  hearts  of  all  Texans.  You  likely  know  that  it  is  the  old  Spanish 
Mission  built  in  I718  where  less  than  200  Texans  withstood  the  siege  of  a 
Mexican  Army  of  5^000  when  Texas  was  fighting  for  its  Independence  from 
Mexico.  This  small  group  to  the  last  man  died  fighting  and  the  battle  cry 
"Remember  the  Alamo"  spurred  the  Texans  to  final  victory  a short  time  later. 

Soon  I shall  be  starting  back  to  New  York,  away  from  this  warm  land 
where  palm  trees  are  seen  in  profusion.  By  the  time  I reach  there  the 
leaves  will  be  colored  and  fall  will  be  warning  us  that  winter  is  on  its 
way. 

Early  in  October  Miss  Dinsmore  and  I will  go  to  Hartford,  Connecticut 
for  a meeting  of  the  Eastern  Conference  of  Home  Teachers.  Except  for  that 
most  of  October  will  be  spent  in  the  office  and  I am  looking  forward  to 
having  time  to  answer  your  always  welcome  letters. 

(Mrs)  Dorothy  Bryan,  Director 

Services  for  the  Deaf-Blind 
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TROUBLES- -TEOUBIES- -TROUBLES 


C . Walter  Wallace 

Trouble a --Trouble 3 --When  will  they  cease? 
Trouble  a --When  shall  we  have  peace? 

We  fight  life's  battles  and  are  brave 
From  the  cradle  to  the  grave. 

We  sit  and  ponder  o'er  our  fate, 

Worry  o'er  it  early  and  late; 

No  matter  how  we  twist  and  bend 
There  never  seems  to  be  an  end. 

And  should  the  sun  decide  to  shine 
For  one  brief  moment,  it's  divine, 

A cheerful  smile  sure  seems  worth  while 
We'd  walk  to  gain  it,  half  a mile. 

Troubles--It  is  the  lot  of  man; 

Compelled  to  take  them  if  he  can-- 
With  stiffened  lip,  a bolder  grin. 

He'll  take  his  troubles  on  the  chin. 

Troubles  will  come  so  thick  and  fast; 
We'll  hurl  them  backward  in  the  past; 

And  with  a courage  brave  and  bold 
We'll  fight  our  troubles  till  we're  old. 


Written  by  a deaf-blind  man  after  returning  from  the  hospital  where  his 
wife  lay  gravely  injured  as  the  result  of  a recent  accident. 


-5- 


'1/  ' ‘ • j/iVyc ‘..T 

— :\i  'll  ftt:'r^‘  c^yr-'-  - ‘-y.:  f*K,::r :' 

j i rc.bJ'-.a  u ,'^!i  hpr.'A'ij:  ''j 
’'■  '.r!-.  TK'  8f'i  'iiO'. r. 

: cdf  ' ' j on  •rjcfio':  i.[ 'w  e^i'd'ifO'xT 

/’f  .{  /jji  ■.rroilo’  .!.turf  Jlj."' .7, 

'.  ■ 

.‘■'f '•  ■ «?ri£i-£, -c'o  0 rLiiw  '?>nA  ' 

■■•...  <■  • J 

f^io  .n ' J.r;  ' .-'-oicr'  •Ji.’-r  -VI 


fll':  •-<'r-''rfv  ir  7 ’ .'.•“■•■I.  riM'^  to  -'.: 


nocri-'-y 


NEWSCOPE 


The  United  Nations  General  Assemhly  met  in  Paris  with  its  tash  complicated 
hy  several  recent  developments.  Among  these  were  the  assassination  of  Count 
Folke  Bernadotte,  the  U.  N.  mediator  trying  to  Bring  about  peace  between  Israel 
and  the  Arab  nations;  the  announcement  by  Russia  that  it  would  withdraw  its 
troops  from  Korea  and  its  challenge  to  the  United  States  to  do  likewise;  and 
the  apparent  failure  of  the  four-power  talks  on  the  nervous  situation  in 
Berlin. 

The  murder  of  Count  Bernadotte,  which  was  attributed  by  American  observers 
to  the  fanatical  Stem  gang,  led  Secretary -General  Trigve  Lie  to  urge  the 
General  Assembly  to  establish  a United  Nations  constabulary  to  protect  its 
personnel  in  Israel  and  other  troubled  spots. 

In  his  final  report  on  the  Palestine  situation,  read  after  his  death  at 
the  opening  session  of  the  General  Assembly  in  Paris,  Count  Bernadotte  urged 
the  United  Nations  to  set  up  terms  for  peace  in  Palestine  to  end  the  uneasy 
truce  in  which  both  sides  were  becoming  restive. 

Russia's  unexpected  action  regarding  Korea  was  viewed  as  an  attempt  to 
put  the  United  States  on  the  spot  before  the  General  Assembly  and  to  draw  at- 
tention away  from  the  Berlin  crisis  and  the  Russian  failure  to  achieve  imme- 
diate success  with  the  blockade.  The  American  attitude  was  that  its  troops 
would  remain  in  Korea  until  the  United  Nations  had  reached  a decision  on  the 
form  of  government  that  would  replace  the  military  occupation  by  the  Russians 
in  the  North  and  the  Americans  in  the  South. 

Another  problem  confronting  the  United  Nations  was  what  to  do  with  Italy's 
former  African  colonies,  an  issue  upon  which  the  Big  Four  failed  to  agree  in  a 
final  conference  before  the  General  Assembly  meeting.  The  matter  was  com- 
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plicated  "by  a reversal  of  positions  formerly  talcen  by  both  Russia  and  the 
United  States,  The  former  now  was  advocating  an  international  administration 
of  the  colonies  under  the  U.N,  Trusteeship  Council.  The  United  States,  which 
first  advocated  this  against  Russian  objection  in  19^%  was  now  opposed  to  it 
on  the  ground  that  the  Western  Allies  and  Russia  had  reached  a point  in  their 
relationships  where  it  was  no  longer  possible  to  agree  on  administering  any- 
thing. 


Further  uneasiness  in  the  world  was  caused  by  the  little  war  between  India 
and  the  princely  state  of  Hyderabad,  which  lasted  less  than  a week  and  ended 
with  the  surrender  of  the  Nizam  of  Hyderabad,  the  onl7  state  which  had  refused 
to  join  either  Pakistan  or  India.  The  chief  trouble  lies  in  the  fact  that 
most  of  the  population  of  Hyderabad  is  Hindu,  while  t)ie  ruler  is  a Moslem. 

Further  unease  was  caused  by  the  increase  of  local  Communist  activity 
throughout  Asia,  particularly  in  Burma,  Malaya  and  Je^va.  The  Co^pnunlsts  were 
accused  by  the  British  and  Dutch  of  inspiring  local  uprisings  in  attempts  to 
seek  control  of  the  governments. 


On  the  domestic  fronts,  the  Presidential  campaign  got  into  full  swing 
with  both  Governor  Thomas  E.  Dewey,  Republican  candidate,  and  President  Tru- 
man, Democratic  candidate,  making  speaking  toiirs  through  the  West.  Although 
the  public  opinion  polls  appeared  ready  to  concede  tjie  election  to  Governor 

I 

Dewey,  President  Truman  expressed  confidence  in  the  outcome,  and  went  West 
with  the  avowed  Intention  of  "giving  ’em  hell."  Henry  A.  Wallace  appeared 
to  be  gaining  no  ground. 

--M.C.  Blackman 
New  York  Herald  Tribune 
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A FITTING  OBITUARY 


In  a southern  state  there  was  an  excellent  doctor  who,  through  drink  and 
gambling,  was  shunted  to  the  mean  hack  streets.  But  he  never  failed  to  answer 
the  call  of  the  sick  and  more  often  than  not  they  could  not  even  pay  his  re- 
duced fees.  His  hand  and  mind  never  lost  their  cunning,  despite  his  waywardness. 

Finally  he  reached  the  stage  of  occupying  two  shabby  rooms  over  a livery 
stable.  To  a hitching  post  outside  he  scrawled  in  sprawling  letters: 

Dr.  Thomas  Rankin 
His  Office  Now  Open  Upstairs 

To  him  came  the  town's  slum  backwash  and  his  pitiful  earnings  were  spent 
in  drink.  One  blizzardly  night  he  was  called  to  the  home  of  a dying  mountain- 
eer. An  all  ni^t's  vigil  at  the  bedside  and  the  perilous  trip  bucking  the 
snows  home  laid  him  low  with  pneumonia.  In  four  days  he  died- -alone,  deserted. 

A gnarled,  stiff  hand  held  a straggly  account  book  and  in  the  clutches  of 
his  delirium  he  had  had  enough  lucid  moments  to  pencil  after  each  account: 

"Paid  in  Full."  A few  trailed  the  coffin  to  its  last  resting  place,  including 
the  town  drunkard,  now  oddly  cold  sober. 

On  the  way  home  they  discussed  some  way  for  providing  a simple  marker  for 
the  physician  who  had  ministered  so  nobly  to  their  kind.  But  his  nag  and  worn 
out  buggy  had  been  sold  and  his  only  other  possessions,  a black  suit  of  clothes 
and  thin  worn  silver  watch  were  burled  with  him. 

So  the  town  drunkard  had  an  idea.  Going  to  the  front  of  the  livery  stable 
he  removed  the  hitching  post  to  which  had  been  nailed  the  doctor's  crude  sign. 
And  with  his  huddle  of  friends  they  walked  to  the  grave.  For  many  days  of 
wind,  rain,  snow  and  blistering  sunshine  it  stood  at  the  head  of  the  burial 
plot,  heralding  simply  but  magnificently: 

Dr.  Thomas  Rankin 
His  Office  Now  Open  Upstairs 
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HOW  TO  BE  HAPPY 


Marjorie  McGuffin 

The  senses  of  sight  and  hearing  seem  to  he  strongly  related  to  each 
other.  There  seem  to  he  more  deaf -blind  persons  than  any  other  type  of 
douhly-afflicted,  although  few  hahies  seem  to  he  horn  that  way.  Many  deaf 
people  go  blind,  while  many  blind  ones  go  deaf. 

The  deaf-blind  belong  neither  to  the  deaf  nor  to  the  blind.  They  are 
a special  class,  with  advantages  and  disadvantages  of  their  own.  As  a whole, 
they  are  the  lonesomest  class  of  mentally  normal  and  physically  fit  people. 

It  is  a most  unfortunate  fact  that  their  natural  language,  the  touch-alphabet, 
is  so  trying  and  tiresome  for  others.  However,  lack  of  companionship  with 
more  fortunate  people  is  no  reason  why  the  deaf-blind  should  ait  and  brood 
over  their  misfortunes. 

To  be  happy,  we  deaf-blind  must  accept  our  double  affliction  cheerfully, 
knowing  that  God  had  a reason  for  so  afflicting  us  and  that  His  reasons  are 
always  Just  even  if  they  seem  unfair  to  us.  We  must  also  remember  that  if  we 
were  normal  we  would  probably  shun  the  company  of  the  deaf-blind  Just  as 
normal  people  are  shunning  us. 

The  deaf-blind  belong  together  and  should  be  together.  Unfortunately 
they  are  widely  scattered.  For  instance,  here  in  Vancouver,  one  of  Canada’s 
largest  cities,  there  are  only  four  of  us.  The  rest  of  British  Columbia's 
deaf-blind  are  located  one  here  and  one  there  throughout  the  province . I 
suppose  it  is  the  same  all  over  the  world.  Well,  then,  the  only  way  we  can 
meet  each  other  and  become  acquainted  with  each  other  is  by  reading  about  each 
other  or  becoming  letter-pals.  Such  magazines  as  Touch  and  Go  can  introduce 
us  to  one  another  and  make  us  feel  less  alone. 
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We  can  neither  restore  our  lost  senses  nor  make  ourselves  less  a "burden 
to  others.  But  we  can  and  should  live  useful  lives  and  "leave  "behind  us  foot- 
prints on  the  sands  of  time,"  as  Longfellow  said,  although  he  didn't  refer  to 
us  alone.  Why  should  we  sit  and  brood  over  what  we  have  lost  or  are  unable 
to  do.  Why  mourn  for  the  fellowships  we  long  for  and  deserve  but  can't  have. 

To  be  happy  we  must  accept  life  as  it  is,  and  make  the  best  of  the  bad  bargain. 
That  means  we  must  keep  working,  keep  learning  new  crafts,  keep  trying  to  bet- 
ter ourselves  and  show  others  what  we  can  do.  We  should  seek  admiration,  not 
pity,  and  we  will  find  it. 

I am  alone  five  days  a week,  and  am  not  always  taken  out  during  the  week- 
end, but  there  is  not  one  lonely  minute  for  me  all  year  round  at  home.  That 
is  merely  because  I never  permit  myself  to  be  idle,  knowing  perfectly  well  that 
idleness  reaps  loneliness,  despondency  and  self-pity.  First  thing  in  the  morn- 
ing comes  housework.  I'm  sick  of  it,  having  done  it  for  twenty-six  years  to- 
day (this  is  the  twenty-sixth  anniversary  of  my  marriage)  but  I do  it  anyway 
and  get  plenty  of  flattery  for  the  way  I keep  my  home  and  have  reared  three 
normal  children.  As  soon  as  the  daily  duties  are  done,  I live  the  life  I have 
chosen:  the  life  of  a boolcworm  and  writer.  Before  I taught  myself  to  type  and 
read  braille,  all  I could  do  when  my  housework  was  done  was  knit.  I knitted 
many  hours  dally  for  twenty-three  years.  I could  and  should  have  done  other 
and  more  useful  things.  However,  I was  satisfied  with  one  hobby  all  those 
years.  Those  years  were  neither  wasted  nor  lonely.  I earned  friendships 
and  cash  with  my  one  hobby.  There  is  no  reason  why  other  deaf-blind  people 
can't  be  happy  and  busy  with  just  one  hobby,  but  the  more  the  better,  as  I now 
realize . 

After  being  unable  to  read  print  for  twenty-one  years,  I suddenly  decided 
to  learn  braille  and  see  what  sort  of  a book  the  Bible  was.  That  was  three 
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years  ago.  After  reading  the  Blhle  clear  through  I took  to  reading  anything 
I could  get  hold  of.  Not  being  satisfied  with  reading  only  what  others  wrote 
I decided  to  write.  After  learning  to  type,  I took  a story  writing  course 
from  the  Hadley  Correspondence  School.  I am  now  taking  another  narration 
course,  this  time  from  the  University  of  Chicago. 

It's  fun  to  study  by  correspondence.  You  can  take  your  time.  And  there 
isn't  a snappy  old  school  teacher  around  to  pound  stuff  into  you,  either. 

Why  sit  and  twiddle  your  thumbs  when  you  can  be  learning  something  useful. 

Why  sit  and  brood  over  your  handicaps  when  you  really  can  do  profitable  work. 
Pack  up  your  troubles  and  dump  them  into  the  sea.  If  you  keep  busy,  you'll 
be  as  happy  as  me. 


A WISE  MAN  ONCE  SAID 

"The  sunshine  of  life  is  made  up  of  very  little  beams  that  are  bright 
all  the  time.  To  give  up  something,  when  giving  up  will  prevent  unhappiness; 
to  yield,  when  persisting  will  chafe  and  fret  others;  to  go  a little  around 
rather  than  come  against  another;  to  take  an  ill  look  or  a cross  word  quietly, 
rather  than  resent  or  return  it --these  are  the  ways  in  which  clouds  and  storms 
are  kept  off,  and  a pleasant  and  steady  sunshine  secured." 

Happiness — the  state  of  mind  we  all  seek  comes  when  the  mind  is  free 
from  worry.  That  condition  exists  when  we  follow  the  ordinary  laws  of  life, 
which  bring  health  and  plenty,  and  give  us  all  much  for  which  to  be  thankful. 

--Selected. 
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A Diplomat 


Mother;  'David,  what  did  you  huy  those  red  earrings  for?" 

David:  "I  “bought  them  to  give  to  Aunt  Minnie  for  her  birthday." 

Mother:  'Don't  you  think  they're  pretty  loud  for  Aunt  Minnie?" 
David;  "Oh,  no.  She's  deaf,  you  know." 

--Pathfinder. 


City  Man  (on  tour  of  countryside);  "What  time  is  it?" 

Farmer ; "Twe Ive  o ' c lock . " 

City  Man;  "Only  twelve  o'clock?  I though  it  was  much  more  than  that." 
Farmer:  "It's  never  more  than  that  around  here.  It  goes  up  to  twelve  and 
then  starts  all  over  again." 


■The  wife  smiled  at  her  husband  when  he  got  home  from  the  office. 
"Poor  darling,'"  she  said.  "You  must  be  hungry.  Would  you  like  some  tender 
chops  with  golden-brown  potatoes  and  green  peas,  and  mushrooms  on  toast?" 

"No, darling, " said  her  husband,  "let's  save  money  and  eat  at  home." 


(Sent  in  by  Fred  D.  Heigel,  one  of  our  deaf-blind  friends.  ) 

'Did  you  get  home  all  right  after  the  party  last  night?" 
"Fine,  thanks;  except  that  as  I was  turning  into  my  street,  some 
idiot  stepped  on  my  fingers." 
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THE  OPTIMIST'S  CEEED 


Promise  Yourself; 

To  "be  so  strong  that  nothing  can  disturb  your  peace  of  mind.  To  talk  health, 
happiness  and  prosperity  to  every  person  you  meet. 

To  make  all  your  friends  feel  that  there  is  something  in  them. 

To  look  at  the  sunny  side  of  everything  and  make  your  optimism  come  true. 

To  think  only  of  the  best,  to  vork  only  for  the  best  and  expect  the  best. 

To  be  as  enthusiastic  about  the  success  of  others  as  you  are  about  your  own. 

To  forget  the  mistakes  of  the  past  and  press  on  to  the  greater  achievements 
of  the  future. 

To  wear  a cheerful  coiantenance  at  all  times  and  give  every  living  creature  you 
meet  a smile. 

To  give  so  much  time  to  the  improvement  of  yourself  that  you  have  no  time  to 
criticize  others. 

To  be  too  large  for  worry,  too  noble  for  anger,  too  strong  for  fear,  and  too 
happy  to  permit  the  presence  of  trouble. 

--Christian  Larson 


IN  MEMORIAM 

And  here,  at  last,  is  sleep,  the  gift  of  gifts. 

The  tender  nurse,  who  lifts 

The  soul  grown  weary  of  the  waiting  world 

And  lays  it,  with  its  thoughts  all  furled. 

Its  fears  forgotten,  and  its  passions  still. 

On  the  deep  bosom  of  the  Eternal  Will. 

-•■Scottish  Eite  Courier 
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EEPORT  FRCM  THE  FIELD 


This  has  been  a very  busy  suimner  but  such  an  interesting  one  that  I 
have  not  yet  stopped  to  think  about  vacation,  which  is  Just  as  well>  since 
mine  comes  in  the  winter,  anyway. 

In  July,  Miss  Dinsmore  and  I,  along  with  a number  of  other  staff  mem- 
bers, attended  the  A.  A.  W.  B.  Convention  in  St.  Paul,  Minnesota,  Most  of 

S. 

our  time  was  spent  talking  about  work  for  the  deaf-blind.  Since  there  were 
workers  there  from  all  over  the  country,  we  had  an  opportunity  to  discuss 
particular  cases  with  some  and  to  Interest  others  in  what  can  be  done. 

Following  that  meeting,  I went  to  Ypsilanti,  Michigan,  to  meet  with 
the  students  who  were  in  summer  school  there  studying  work  for  the  adult 
blind.  Ve  feel  that  it  is  very  important  for  those  people  who  are  already 

working  or  will  be  working  with  the  blind  to  know  how  to  help  the  deaf-blind 

too  so  each  summer  I go  there  for  at  least  a short  time.  You  no  doubt 
know  that  the  Foundation  sponsors  this  course  and  that  through  taking  train- 
ing there,  both  the  sighted  and  the  blind  workers  are  better  prepared  to 
work  successfully  in  the  many  programs  for  the  blind  throughout  our  country, 

When  my  work  at  Ypsilanti  was  completed,  I stayed  on  in  Michigan  to 
work  with  the  people  in  the  state  program  for  the  blind  and  the  private 
agencies  for  the  blind.  Since  my  time  was  limited,  it  was  not  possible  to 
visit  all  the  deaf-blind  people  as  I should  have  liked  to  do,  but  I did  meet 
a great  many  of  them  and  helped  the  workers  understand  and  plan  what  could 

be  done  for  the  deaf-blind  of  their  state.  It  was  a very  real  pleasure  to 

meet  a nianber  of  people  whom  I had  known  only  through  correspondence  and  to 
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meet  many  new  people.  No  matter  how  hard  we  try  to  have  a complete  regis- 
ter, it  seems  that  we  never  learn  of  all  the  folks  mtil  we  work  in  the  state. 
Even  then,  I often  wonder  if  there  are  not  some  who  are  so  Isolated  that  we 
do  not  hear  of  them.  On  this  visit  I added  as  many  new  names  as  I had  he- 
fore  the  trip. 

Much  of  the  work  done  on  field  trips  such  as  this  last  one.  Includes 
things  that  would  seem  so  simple  to  you  that  you  would  likely  not  consider 
them,  hut  to  the  individual  who  has  had  no  help,  or  who  needs  Just  some 
small  lift  to  change  his  whole  existence,  they  are  of  the  utmost  importance. 

To  begin  with,  many  of  the  workers  for  the  blind  have  had  ro  idea  of  how  to 
communicate  with  a deaf-blind  person  and  often  the  person's  family  and  friends 
have  a very  slow  and  unsatisfactory  method,  so  we  try  to  establish  a satis- 
factory one  for  each  Individual.  While  we  think  it  would  be  wonderful  to 
have  one  universal  method,  we  know  that  the  plan  that  is  best  for  one  person 
is  not  always  good  for  another.  So  much  depends  on  his  physical  ability, 
the  willingness  of  his  family  and  friends  to  cooperate,  etc.,  and  we  know 
that  the  most  important  thing  is  for  the  Individual  to  be  able  to  express 
himself  and  understand  others,  so  we  do  not  feel  that  there  can  be  hard  and 
fast  rules  as  to  what  should  be  done.  Often,  we  find  that  we  can  arrange  to 
supply  a braille  watch,  alarm  clock,  or  any  one  of  a dozen  things  needed. 

As  you  know,  we  always  try  to  see  that  a hearing  aid  is  furnished,  if  it 
will  give  any  useful  hearing.  Sometimes  a visit  does  nothing  vitai^but 
will  lend  encouragement  to  a person  who  has  felt  quite  hopeless. 
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It  seems  that  in  the  states  with  home  teaching  service,  it  is  much 
easier  to  plan  a worthwhile  service  and  I do  hope  the  time  will  soon  come 
when  no  state  will  he  without  such  a program.  However,  when  we  do  not 
have  it,  it  means  that  those  working  in  other  capacities  must  do  all  pos- 
sible to  help.  This  gives  the  blind  and  deaf-blind  people  in  such  a state 
a rare  opportunity  to  volunteer  their  services.  Often,  one  of  you  can  be 
of  far  greater  help  to  another  deaf-blind  person,  than  any  of  us.  One  of 
the  girls  I met  on  this  last  trip  has  lost  her  sight  gradually  and  has 
never  learned  braille  or  many  of  the  things  that  most  blind  people  know. 
There  is  no  chance  to  have  a worker  go  to  see  her  regularly,  since  she  lives 
in  an  out-of-the-way  place,  but  I feel  sure  that  we  shall  be  able  to  find 
someone  to  help  her  so  that  she  can  again  enjoy  her  reading,  correspondence, 
and  other  interests. 

If  there  were  space,  I should  like  to  tell  you  about  some  of  the  fine 
people  I met  in  Michigan,  and  how  much  some  of  them  are  doing.  This,  alas, 
must  wait  for  another  time . 

Thank  you  for  all  the  articles,  letters,  poems,  jolres,  and  other  items 
which  you  have  sent  in  for  Touch  and  Go.  We  are  so  glad  to  have  this  mater- 
ial ahead  and  will  use  it  from  time  to  time.  Please  do  not  stop,  but  send 
us  more . 

A pleasant  fall  to  you  all. 


(Mrs)  Dorothy  Bryan,  Director 

Services  for  the  Deaf-Blind 
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A DEAP-BLIND  MAN  AT  THE  MICROPHONE 


Arthur  Sculthorpe 

Usually,  when  I write  an  article  for  The  New  Beacon,  it  is  written  under 
an  urge  so  strong  that  the  putting  down  of  the  thou^ts  is  no  labour.  They 
flow  out  without  any  preparation  and  without  any  hesitation.  I have  never 
found  it  difficult  to  write  these  articles,  because  I have  something  to  say 
which  has  simply  got  to  come  out;  but  here,  sitting  down  to  try  to  tell  you 
"what  it  felt  like"  at  the  microphone,  I am  conscious  of  that  lack  of  in- 
spiration which  one  hears  about  when  listening  to  some  writer  telling  of 
his  mental  wrestlings.  You  see,  it  was  all  very  ordinary.  I expect  almost 
all  novices  feel  very  much  as  I did  at  the  "mike." 

One  thing  did  impress  me  however:  the  fact  that  I could  do  it  at  all; 
for  I never  was  a speaker.  Never  in  my  life  could  I be  cajoled  to  make  even 
the  shortest  oration  at  a friendly  party  or  club  dinner.  "Not  me.*"  I 
would  firmly  declare,  "I'll  listen  to  you  and  laugh  at  your  jokes  obediently 
but  no  speech  making  for  me  I " 

Vflien,  then,  when  our  General  Secretary  first  told  me  that  the  National 
Deaf-Blind  Helpers*  League  had  been  allotted  an  Appeal  and  "if  you  can  do  it 
yourself,  that's  that.*" — why  did  I not  promptly  decline? 

Firstly,  because  I had  already  seen  what  kind  of  charitable  appeals  can 
be  made  on  behalf  of  the  disabled,  and  some  of  them  had  made  me  squirm.  The 
idea  seemed  to  be  to  wring  the  withers  of  the  public  without  any  consideration 
of  the  effect  such  pitiful  pictures  were  going  to  have  on  the  relations  be- 
tween the  public  and  the  handicapped.  If  someone  was  going  to  appeal  on  our 
behalf  it  must  be  done  in  a manner  that  would  allow  us  to  hold  up  our  heads 
afterwards . 
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Secondly,  althou^^  money  was  necessary,  there  was  something  even  more 
vital:  our  great  need  is  for  personal  friends.  Periodical  socials  and  out- 
ings are  all  very  well  hut  it's  the  everyday  life  that  is  the  real  problem, 
and  there  is  only  one  way  to  make  that  endurable.  Every  deaf-blind  person 
needs  his  own  little  circle  of  real  friends  and  he  needs  friends  who  are  not 
relatives,  are  not  within  his  household  circle.  That  is  the  vital  need,  and 
with  this  first  great  opportunity  of  reaching  the  public,  this  need,  I thought, 
must  be  given  prominence . 

Thirdly,  there  was  the  adventure  in  it  for  myself.  It  would  be  a lark. 

It  would  be  something  to  swank  about.  Oh  yes,  I'm  very  human.'  After  all, 
when  one  is  deaf-blind  one  has  to  make  new  forms  of  interest  and  amusement 
and  the  form  that  attracts  me  is  the  attempting  of  things  which  others  have 
said  "cannot  be  done . " 

Finally,  I was  not  committing  myself  by  agreeing  to  have  the  test  which 
the  B.  B.  C.*  thought  necessary  in  view  of  my  deafness.  And  so,  after  writing 
the  script  which  I felt  was  the  kind  we  deaf-blind  people  could  bear  to  have 
the  public  hear,  I sallied  forth  one  day  in  March  to  see  what  it  was  like  at 
the  B.  B.  C. 

It  was  a grand  day.  Peggy  and  I strolled  down  Regent  Street  as  far  as 
the  Circus,  in  a glorious  spring  sunshine.  I could  see  the  scene  in  my  mind's 
eye  as  plainly  as  I'd  seen  it  so  many  times  with  my  eyes--the  lovely  curve  of 
Regent  Street,  the  smart  shops,  the  hurrying  crowds.  It  was  new  to  Peggy  and 
I got  a little  kick  out  of  "showing  her  round"  and  discovering  that  I'd  not 
forgotten  any  of  the  layout  of  the  streets.  We  turned  back  and  walked  to  the 
B.  B.  C.  Outside,  our  genial  General  Secretary,  Mrs.  L.  Johnson,  was  waiting 
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for  us,  rather  anxious,  I gathered.  My  voice  was  pitched  too  low  for  the  noisy 
traffic  and  that  worried  her.  "He  won't  pass  the  test,"  she  declared  to  Peggy. 
I grinned  and  said  nothing. 

We  entered  what  appeared  to  me  to  be  a spacious  hall.  It  felt  empty  to 

me,  but  Peggy  said  it  was  a busy  scene  with  people  hurrying  in  and  out  all  the 

time.  Nobody  touched  me  and  the  floor  gave  no  vibration,  so  it  was  empty  so 

far  as  I was  concerned.  We  sat.  Mrs.  Johnson  was  undoubtedly  anxious.  I 

could  feel  it  in  every  touch  of  her  finger  as  she  tried  to  chat  desultorily. 

She  was  waiting  to  go  over  the  top.'  She  had  a list  of  what  she  called  "Big- 
wigs" as  a reserve  if  I flopped.  I was  not  very  worried.  My  voice  is  ordin- 
ary; it  might,  or  might  not,  be  suitable  for  the  mike.  I was  more  interested 
in  wondering  Just  how  one  does  broadcast.  I remembered  seeing  a film  of  some- 
one sitting  at  a table  and  broadcasting.  Would  it  be  like  that?  Or  would  it 
be  in  a big  room  and  should  I have  to  stand  before  the  mike? 

A lady  appeared.  Miss  Leslie,  Head  of  the  Appeals  Department.  She  shook 
hands  and  I said  'How  d'ye  do?"  quite  nicely.  We  went  up  in  the  lift  and 
walked  along  corridors.  A little  business  with  double  doors  which  Peggy  ne- 
gotiated quite  neatly  with  me,  and  I found  myself  standing  beside  a table. 

There  was  an  ordinary  armchair  drawn  up  close  to  it,  and  a corrugated  rubber 
mat  laid  on  its  surface.  I was  told  to  sit  and  to  lean  forward  with  my  fore- 
arms resting  on  the  rubber  mat.  The  mike  hung  down  over  the  table.  I put 
out  a hand,  gingerly,  to  get  the  position  of  the  mike  and  settled  myself  into 
the  chair  to  hit  it  properly.  Miss  Leslie  explained  that  she  would  go  into  the 
next  room  where  she  would  sit  at  an  ordinary  receiver  and  listen  in.  Peggy 
would  tap  my  shoulder  when  the  green  light  changed  to  red  and  I would  then  be- 
gin. All  this  was  very  interesting  and  I had  no  cares,  for  I knew  it  was  Just 
a test . 
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A few  moments  sitting  silent  and  the  tap  came  from  Peggy.  I launched 
out.  I did  my  hest.  Completing  the  talk,  I sat  quite  still  and  then  miss 
Leslie  returned.  "O.K.,"  said  she  on  my  hand,  and  would  you  "believe  it,  I 
found  my  hand  was  shaking  like  a leaf!  I'd  been  bluffing  myself  all  the  time. 
I’d  bluffed  myself  into  thinking  it  was  not  very  much  of  a job.  I'd  bluffed 
all  my  fear  and  nerves;  but  now  it  was  done,  and  well  done.  They  were  pleased, 
and  I felt  queer,  weak,  rather  foolish.  What  a fatheaded  hand  I had--look  at 
it  shivering  like  a jelly!  Miss  Leslie  pushed  a cigarette  at  me  and  I re- 
gained control  . . . 

The  day  came.  Another  lovely  sunny  day  it  was.  A "bad  day",  according 
to  Peggy  who  was  rather  annoyed  with  the  weather  clerk  for  saving  for  my 
broadcast  the  one  nice  day  after  a week  of  rain! 

Peggy  and  I arrived  at  the  B.  B.  C.  in  good  time.  Miss  Leslie  appeared 
again,  cool,  friendly  and  efficient.  We  entered  the  same  room.  I greeted  the 
rubber  mat  as  an  old  friend.  "Would  you  like  to  run  through  it  once?"  asked 
Miss  Leslie.  I did.  I was  quite  all  right.  Not  very  worried.  We  sat  chat- 
ting at  the  table,  about  this  and  that.  Miss  Leslie  was  interested  when  I 
told  her  about  the  recent  exhibition  which  the  N.  I.  B.*  had  held  at  Barnet. 

I asked  whether  the  B.  B.  C.  had  thought  of  employing  blind  shorthand-typists 
and  said  they  were  as  efficient  as  einy  sighted  ones.  Then,  as  the  time  drew 
near,  I remarked:  "I  am  now  going  to  be  very  dumb:  not  one  more  word  from  me, 
or  my  voice  will  be  like  a rasp."  She  laughed  and  pushed  a glass  of  water 
across  to  me,  together  with  a cigarette.  I said,  thoughtfully:  "Ah!  I forgot 
that  all  speakers  have  a glass  of  water — perhaps  that's  why  I was  never  keen 
on  speaking."  Miss  Leslie  reached  for  my  hand  and  wrote,  ’'Yes,  and  all  very 
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distinguished  speakers  have  a glass  of  whisky  afterwards  I " I said,  quizzi- 


cally; "I  do  feel  distinguished,  somehow...”  Someone  came  in  and  Mies  Leslie 
said:  "Here  is  your  announcer.”  A hig  hand  grasped  mine  and  wrote  with 
speed  and  accuracy  "Good  Luck.’”  and  I met  the  No.  I announcer,  Stuart  Hlhherd. 
He  is  a hig  man,  hroad  and  well  made,  grey  of  hair  and  with  a grey  moustache. 

I liked  his  hand  immensely.  I said:  "You  just  tap  my  shoulder  and  I’ll  he 
off.” 

Then,  silence.  I sat  ready  with  Stuart  behind  me.  The  others  left  the 
room  to  go  into  the  next  room  and  listen  in.  The  seconds  dragged.  My  brain 
was  working  fast,  but  not  to  much  purpose.  I could  only  think  of  getting 
off  the  mark  smoothly.  I couldn't  think  further  than  the  first  sentence. 

Not  for  the  life  of  me  could  I remember  what  came  after  that . I must  be 
ready  to  start  off  with  a level  voice.  Not  jerky...  The  seconds  seemed 
ages...  Had  something  gone  wrong?  Fathead:  mustn’t  get  windy  like  that. 

A hand,  laid  gently  on  my  shoulder.  I tensed.  Now  was  this  the  signal  or 
wasn't  it?  It  was  not  a tap.  Was  he  making  a little  gesture  of  encourage- 
ment and  telling  me  to  get  ready  or  was  this  his  idea  of  being  careful  not 
to  give  me  a shock  by  a sudden  tap?  I daren’t  ask.  My  brain  sizzled  and  I 
looked  up  over  my  shoulder,  mutely  questioning.  The  hand  moved  from  my 
shoulder  and  laid  itself  gently  on  my  own  hand  and  pressed.  I must  risk  it. 

I launched  out.  But  that  initial  misunderstanding  had  given  me  a bad  moment 
and  I had  to  grip  myself  to  keep  my  voice  steady.  Was  I overspeaking? 

Nothing  happened.  Anyway,  I was  launched  now:  no  going  back;  get  down  to  it! 
And  I forget  everything.  I talked  to  that  mike.  I did  not  dare  let  my  mind 
go  roaming.  I did  not  dare  think  of  the  people  who  were  listening.  I talked 
to  the  mike.  The  mike  was  "people.”  It  h.ad  all  the  personality  of  all  the 
people  I was  trying  to  reach.  It  had  a heart  and  I must  get  at  it. 
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I was  rather  a grand  sensation.  No  more  nervousness.  I was  having  a 
heart  to  heart  talk,  and  because  the  matter  of  the  talk  came  right  from  my 
own  heart,  I didn't  think  about  nerves  now,  I Just  told  that  mike  things. 

I said  "Good  night"  and  sat  quite  still.  Then  Stuart  reached  and  grasped 
my  hand  again.  A grand  hand;  and  he  was  certainly  a little  excited.  He  said: 
"Perfect.'  absolutely  perfect.'"  and  all  I could  do  was  to  look  up  at  him  and 
grin  and  say:  "Was  it?"  Miss  Leslie  and  Peggy  came  in.  Miss  Leslie  took 
my  hand  and  wrote  "It  was  splendid.  You  got  it  across  fine."  But  I didn't 
speak.  My  brain  hadn't  come  back  from  where  it  had  been.  I Just  sat  silent. 

Peggy  said;  "Miss  Leslie  wants  to  know  whether  you  still  feel  distinguish- 
ed?" I said;  "I  feel  dry,"  and  that  brought  us  back  to  normal.  We  left  the 
studio,  went  down  in  the  lift  and  into  the  Duty  Room.  I met  the  Duty  Officer 
and  with  him  a man  named  Dennis  Johnstone  who  was  giving  a talk  that  same 
evening.  We  sat  around  a little  table  and  drinks  were  brought.  I never  en- 
joyed a whisky  more.  Dennis  said:  "What  I can't  understand  is  how  you  have 
retained  your  speech  so  well."  I said:  "I  suppose  it's  because  I've  never 
stopped  talkingl"  That  got  a laugh  but  I went  on  to  explain  that  so  many  deaf 
people  are  driven  for  companionship  into  the  deaf  world  and  so  get  little  op- 
portunity of  using  their  voices,  with  a consequent  deterioration.  Miss  Leslie 
said:  "Something  quite  unusual  is  happening.  People  are  already  ringing  up 
to  confirm  the  address  to  which  they  can  send  donations.  That  has  never 
happened  before;  never  such  an  immediate  response." 

It  was  a most  friendly  and  pleasant  little  party  and  we  left  at  9*30 
to  catch  our  train,  feeling  very  tired  but  exceedingly  pleased  with  ourselves. 

I was  even  more  pleased  later.  The  letters  from  my  deaf-blind  friends  began 
to  come  in  and  that  was  what  left  the  deepest  impression  on  me.  They  were  so 
so  glad  to  think  that  someone  whom  they  trusted  had  spoken  for  them. 
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And,  to  close  this  rather  dull  account  with  a little  picture,  my  dog, 
Sparke,  had  listened  in  as  attentively  as  anyone.  She  had  gone  to  my 
mother’s  house  and  was  obviously  feeling  pipped.  She  had  curled  herself  up 
and  would  not  be  coaxed  by  any  of  the  humans  sitting  round  the  little  table 
on  which  the  wireless  stood.  The  end  of  the  Service  preceding  the  broadcast 
appeal  left  her  quite  "unmoved.”  Stuart's  voice  passed  over  her.  But  then, 
she  was  up  in  a flash  with  ears  priced  and  every  sense  alert.  She  stood  on 
her  hind  legs  with  front  paws  on  the  edge  of  the  table,  her  eyes,  lovely 
amber  eyes,  glowing.  The  six  people  watched  her  in  astonishment  but  she  had 
no  eyes  for  them.  She  stood  there,  quite  motionless,  throughout  the  whole 
Appeal;  and  when  my  voice  ceased  she  peered  roimd  to  the  back  of  the  wireless, 
and,  finding  no  master  there,  she  returned  to  her  corner  and  took  no  more 
notice  of  anything. 

Was  the  Appeal  a success?  The  readers  of  The  New  Beacon  are  keys  to 
the  answer.  May  I appeal  to  you,  who  work  amongst  us,  to  make  every  effort 
to  gain  what  I wanted  for  the  deaf-blind- -that  little  circle  of  personal 
friends? 


The  above  article  was  taken  from  the  July  issue  of  The  New  Beacon,  an  English 
magazine  for  the  blind. 


-11- 


• vvv  'yn  ^tnL'Szln  iJ'Iv  ^auoooa  Slut  rcodiui  atriv*  ^^ao-ro  ,JbnA 

Xn  bi' ' .’j.Jt^rai  «j8  tUB  nt  huntiutX  bAd  ,-3aIiBq3 

qu  U*>Aii^i  bAlrvo  bAd  *Mia  .Aeqqfq  gnJtiusI:  itlauoiric  Sf- • tan  »nuo[l  s’lwt^oin 
''liti  AliitS  eri^  hnsjon.  ana®y’*’i  »i£4  lo  yvi  %t5  I>«taoc  ton  Mwov  ina 

f?dd  r*{i<t  to  Kia  SL'iT  .;&oo^  «a»f»T[iv  wU  rf^frfsf  r.o 

ji^d^  &v9  *‘t9ii  ivv'  soiov  s’^'rflucfS  ''.fjsroBBm’”  ^?tup  ■X’^d. cKloI  ioaqqe 

no  booXii  ittiC  .tttoj.a  wnaa  XT^'rA  brta  hAoi'iq  e^»  r^aal'^  a nl  qw  bbv  oite 

Yj^^voi.  ,s»v.o  •5«?/{  a/i*  Id)  aril  ao  awaq  cfaorl  rf^tv  bald  i&d 

luiil  r>fiM  Su<S  ir^i^JUxlrtoy^AO  ri  tod  alqo^^q  x/m  ecfX  .aatvois  ^as'^9  •X'^vfcs 

*<.-  ^woastroidJ  ,BBeinof cfijaa  adljjp  ,»XBrU  Jiooia  ^d2  ,ei^d:^  lol  I'  C®  o« 
^BBalBitv  ad^  lo  •Voad’  »dd  o*  Iuvj<yi  b9t»oq  bCIb  -utov  xon'siiir  tnfi  iiaaqqA 

r*. 

sioflf  on  ioo:t  ftna  lenxoo  -xod  oX  botruiJtn  ada  ^ortarti  on  ^i»xtB  . 

•yild^Xna  lo  bo  lion 

a i'  X ^.T  c^g  v^yt  odl  'to  Bxatfcaa'X  adT  ?aa-'OOOi»  B XaeqqA  naVf 
itoHo  OiJ  ti«3f!o*H5  otfc>'  oi'lB.-KjqB  I \jaM  .iBwariB  orii 

K to  blotto  Blii/i  ioilj — tniX^-lBBL  otii  •xo'l  X isiiv  niag  oi 

tfiMeli't 


■ ; ■ ' '■ 

«>:;  . V •, 

. ' , .:'-’>\J  ■ ■ r.'  ■■'.■; 

• ■ ' ' .'■  ’ . - , 

■iftilana.  na  ^noyaag  -^dT  lo  ts^/wal  srii  ajoYt  n^ai  saw  ©Xo'ti'tB  hvodB  aifet 

-:  .inlicf  oiii  •sot  ©nlsaj^Ba  -. 


THE  BUIJD  LOSE  A FRIEND 


Mrs.  Ida  Hirst -Gifford,  one  of  the  best  loved  and  oldest  staff  members  in 
time  of  service  at  the  American  Foundation  for  the  Blind,  passed  away  on 
July  26,  19^8,  Her  going  is  a very  real  loss,  not  only  to  the  Foundation, 
but  to  the  blind  people  of  this  country,  hundreds  of  whom  she  met  in  her  work 
throughout  the  United  States.  No  one  was  more  delisted  than  she  when  the 
work  for  the  deaf-blind  was  begm,  and  aside  from  having  worked  closely  with 
Helen  Keller  throughout  the  years,  she  always  lent  encouragement  and  any  help 
possible  to  this  program.  Although  she  may  not  have  been  so  well  known  to  the 
deaf-blind,  those  who  went  to  Rest  Haven  knew  and  loved  her,  since  in  addition 
to  her  other  duties  she  was  in  charge  of  this  summer  vacation  home  for  blind 
women . 


WHEN  WINTER  COMES 

When  winter  comes,  spring  la  still  a long  way  off — Shelley  to  the  con- 
trary- -and  what  will  you  read  in  those  long  winter  evenings?  How  will  you  know 
of  the  new  books  being  constantly  added  to  the  libraries  both  in  braille  and 
as  Talking  Books?  You  won't  know  unless  you  read  the  Braille  Book  Review 
regularly.  This  is  a free  magazine  that  announces  all  braille  books  as  they 
become  available  to  readers,  and  includes  biographical  sketches  of  authors, 
book  review  , and  events  of  interest  in  the  book  world.  Suggestions  from 
readers  of  the  names  of  authors  they  wish  written  up  are  welcomed.  There  is  no 
charge  for  the  Braille  Book  Review.  If  you  wish  to  subscribe,  write  to  the 
American  Foundation  for  the  Blind,  15  West  I6  Street,  New  York  11,  New  York, 
and  ask  to  have  your  name  added  to  the  mailing  list. 
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YOU  ARE  IMPORTANT 


To  be  conscious  of  one's  own  importance  is  reckoned  a failing.  So  it  is, 
when  the  sense  of  it  sticks  out  all  over  you  "like  quills  upon  the  fretful 
porcupine'." 

Still,  it's  a worse  fault  to  regard  yourself  as  a person  of  no  importance-- 
as  a cipher,  a nonentity,  perhaps  even  a clog  upon  the  world's  great  wheel. 

That  is  humility  gone  mad,  and  no  one  who  has  a wholesome  desire  to  be  of  ser- 
vice to  his  felloimen  can  afford  that  type  of  self -depreciation. 

The  shortest  cut  to  unimportance  is  to  think  yourself  futile,  for  "there 
is  nothing  either  good  or  bad,  but  thinking  makes  it  so."  Better  tilt  at 
windmills,  like  Don  Quixote,  than  let  your  weapons  rust  in  disuse.  It  is 
better  to  be  up  and  doing — anything,  crime  excepted  I --than  standing  with  your 
hands  in  your  pockets  watching  other  people. 

You  may  not  have  ten  talents,  but  such  as  you  have  are  your  own,  to  make 
or  to  mar  you;  and  there  are  no  duplicates.  So,  if  you  omit  the  doing  of  the 
work  you  were  born  to  do,  it  will  remain  undone  to  all  eternity. 

A great  scholar  once  said  he  was  born  with  a moderate  amount  of  brain  matter, 
but  that  he  had  made  "the  most  of  the  stuff."  He  declined  to  regard  himself  as 

a 'dud."  He  succeeded  in  being  one  of  the  livest  of  "live  wires." 

It  makes  me  tired  to  hear  people  talking  about  the  degeneracy  of  the  age, 
the  shiftlessness  of  the  working  man,  the  need  for  longer  hours  and  less  pay-- 
whilst  they  themselves  are  not  pulling  all  their  weight  in  their  own  little 
boat.  Hamlet  talked  like  that.  He  said:  "The  time  is  out  of  joint;  0 cxarsed 
spite  that  ever  I was  born  to  set  it  right." 

He  had  at  least  the  saving  grace  of  recognizing  his  responsibility.  The 
source  of  his  failure  was  that  he  spent  too  much  good  time  soliloquizing,  in- 
stead of  taking  off  his  coat  and  getting  on  with  the  job . 

Nothing  can  ultimately  sterilize  determination  and  courage.  Pluck  knows 
no  handicap.  Johnson  was  scrofulous;  Pope  a cripple;  Milton  blind;  Aesop  both 
a dwarf  and  a slave;  Stevenson  a consumptive;  Burns  poverty-stricken;  Beethoven 
deaf.  Disadvantages  to  these  men  seemed  a positive  advantage. 

And  the  world  has  need  of  us  all- -"you  in  your  small  corner,  I in  mine,"  as 
the  little  childhood  hymn  said.  Yes,  you  are  of  importance.  You  are  essential 
to  somebody.  The  cynic  will  tell  you  that  the  world  can  get  on  without  you; 
but  it  can  get  on  better  with  you,  for  as  Walt  Whitman  sings: 

You  are  not  thrown  to  the  winds,  you  gather  certainly 
and  safely  around  yourself. 

Yourself,  yourself,  yourself,  for  ever  and  ever. 

And  if  that  does  not  constitute  importance,  I should  like  to  be  told  what 
does  I 
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REPOET  FROM  THE  FIELD 


This  is  the  last  issue  of  Touch  eind  Go  until  September.  Oior  editor 
will  be  teaching  in  summer  school  and  I shall  be  traveling  in  several  states . 
Summer  isn't  going  to  mean  vacations  for  us,  but  I hope  it  will  for  many 
of  you  readers . Have  a good  time  and  soak  up  lots  of  sunshine  to  last  you 
throu^  the  next  winter . 

Have  you  noticed  how  we  write  braille  letters  across  the  long  way  of 
the  paper,  so  that  when  you  start  reading,  the  paper  is  held  across  the 
long  way  and  is  not  as  deep  as  it  is  wide?  We  have  found  that  when  it  is 
unrolled  after  mailing  it  is  easier  to  read  because  it  curls  onto  the 
sides  of  your  hands  instead  of  rolling  up  over  them  as  it  does  when  the 
braille  is  written  the  other  way  of  the  paper.  Maybe  some  of  you  would 
like  to  try  this  if  you  have  braille  writers.  Of  course  it  would  not  be 
easy  with  a slate  but  could  be  done  with  the  long  ones . 

There  is  a new  combination  shopping  bag  and  pocketbook  that  most  women 
will  love,  which  may  be  obtained  from  the  Foundation's  technical  research 
department  for  $1.50.  When  I first  saw  it  I thought  it  was  a small  env- 
elope purse  of  black  plastic  with  a zipper  top.  Imagine  my  surprise  when 
I found  that  it  unfolds  to  make  a shopping  bag  the  size  of  the  big  paper 
ones  you  buy.  The  part  that  holds  your  money  and  odds  and  ends  that  go 
in  a purse  is  up  near  the  top  with  its  zipper  closing.  The  big  bag  is  of 
heavy,  strong  cloth  and  they  say  you  can  carry  about  thirty  pounds  in  it. 

Several  readers  have  suggested  that  it  would  be  interesting  to  have 
something  about  occupations  which  are  carried  on  by  the  deaf-blind.  We 
shall  try  to  give  you  this  sometime  but  need  to  hear  from  more  of  the 
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readers  about  their  work  before  we  print  such  a list.  However,  here  are  a 
few  types  of  business  I have  heard  about;  a gift  shop  where  the  deaf-blind 
person  makes  many  of  the  articles  he  sells;  an  auto  repair  business;  a 
summer  resort  business  where  the  deaf-blind  person  builds,  repairs,  wires 
the  cabins  and  keeps  the  boats  in  order;  a brush  and  broom  business;  a 
furniture  repair  and  chair  caning  business;  and  the  manufacturing  of  wooden 
articles  and  toys. 

Miss  Dinsmore  and  I are  going  to  the  National  Conference  of  the  American 
Hearing  Society  which  will  be  held  in  Pittsburgh,  May  19"  22.  I wish  that 
1 could  write  this  a week  later  so  that  I could  tell  you  about  the  meeting, 
but  the  material  for  the  magazine  always  has  to  reach  the  printer  sometime 
before  the  mailing  date.  We  hope  to  learn  a lot  about  hearing  loss  and 
what  can  be  done  to  help  those  who  are  handicapped  by  it.  There  will  be 
an  exhibit  of  different  kinds  of  hearing  aids  and  you  may  be  sure  we  shall 
see  them  all  and  learn  what  we  can  about  them. 

The  American  Hearing  Society  was  organized  in  1919  and  has  worked  ever 
since  to  improve  the  condition  of  hard  of  hearing  people.  Many  of  the 
things  they  do  will  not  be  of  help  to  the  person  who  is  also  blind,  but 
many  other  things  will.  Some  of  you  who  have  hearing  aids  have  gone  to  a 
League  for  the  Hard  of  Hearing  to  try  out  different  aids  in  order  to  find 
the  one  best  suited  to  your  needs,  and  many  of  you  have  been  taught  by  a 
person  at  the  league  how  to  use  your  aid.  The  members  of  these  leagues 
throughout  the  country  belong  to  the  American  Hearing  Society.  Leagues  for 
the  hard  of  hearing  are  established  in  many  of  the  larger  cities  over  the 
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country  and  are  of  great  help  to  the  hard  of  hearing  people  in  those  commun- 
ities . Maintaining  testing  centers  so  that  a person  has  an  opportunity  to 
try  out  the  different  aids  is  a valuable  service,  since  the  aid  that  helps 
one  person  may  not  give  anything  like  as  good  service  to  another  person. 
Without  a testing  center  it  is  necessary  to  go  from  one  hearing  aid  dis- 
tributor to  another  to  try  the  aids,  and  it  is  not  as  easy  to  compare  the 
various  ones  and  decide  which  is  best  for  you  as  an  individual.  Let  us 
hope  that  more  testing  centers  will  be  started  so  that  we  will  all  have 
such  fine  help. 

Don't  forget  during  the  summer  that  we  want  articles  by  you  for  Touch 
and  Go.  As  a rule  it  is  more  interesting  to  read  articles,  stories  and 
poems  by  the  readers  than  by  other  people . 

Maybe  I will  see  some  of  you  before  the  September  issue  reaches  you, 
since  I will  be  working  in  some  of  the  states  this  summer.  Again  let  me 
wish  you  a happy  time  during  the  vacation  months. 

(Mrs.)  Dorothy  Bryan,  Director 

Services  for  the  Deaf-Blind 
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The  Eepublic  of  Israel  has  been  proclaimed  and  the  Jews  of  Palestine 
are  fitting  for  its  existence  against  the  Arabs  of  the  Holy  Land  and 
invading  armies  from  Egypt  and  Trans -Jordan. 

President  Truman  was  the  first  to  recognize  the  de  facto  government 
of  Israel,  in  another  vinexpected  reversal  of  this  country's  position  in 
the  tense  international  debate  over  Palestine.  The  birth  of  the  new  state 
followed  the  withdrawal  of  the  British  from  Palestine,  ending  a League  of 
Nations  mandate  after  twenty-five  unhappy  years. 

The  United  Nations  continued  to  fumble  the  Palestine  problem,  as  the 
Jews  demanded  Security  Council  action  against  Egypt  and  accused  the  British 
of  supporting  the  British- trained  and  British-staffed  forces  of  Trans-Jordan. 

Fear  of  another  war  was  still  great  throughout  the  world  despite  a 
flxorry  of  hope  caused  by  an  exchange  of  notes  between  Ambassador  Walter  Bedell 
Smith  and  Foreign  Minister  Molotov  in  which  proposals  for  "peace  talks"  were 
discussed.  The  manner  in  which  Moscow  made  public  the  discussion  without 
warning  and  Washington's  strained  reaction  to  it  indicated  that  it  was  probably 
another  move  in  the  propaganda  war- -a  move  scored  as  a coup  for  Russia  in 
most  quarters . 

The  situation  was  not  noticeably  improved  by  the  next  exchange  of  notes 
made  public,  since  it  was  between  Prime  Minister  Stalin  and  Henry  A,  Wallace, 
third  party  candidate  for  President. 
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On  the  domestic  political  front,  Harold  Stas sen  broke  about  even  with 
Senator  Robert  Taft  in  the  Ohio  test  of  strength,  and  vent  on  to  Oregon  to 
match  wits  and  campaign  strategy  with  Governor  Thomas  E.  Dewey,  of  New  York. 

A feature  of  the  Oregon  contest  was  a debate  from  the  same  platform 
between  the  two  candidates  over  the  question  of  outlawing  the  Communist  party 
in  this  coiintry.  Mr.  Stassen  took  the  affirmative  and  Governor  Dewey  the 
negative.  The  outcome  was  inconclusive,  but  it  was  generally  agreed  that 
neither  lost  ground.  Newspapers  generally  urged  more  such  debates  between 
Presidential  candidates . 

Congress  also  took  up  the  hotly  debated  matter  of  control  of  the 
Communist  party's  activities  in  this  country.  The  House  passed  the  Mundt- 
Nixon  bill,  which  purports  to  control  subversive  activities  by  requiring 
registration  by  the  Communist  party  and  affiliated  organizations  and  denying 
certain  privileges  of  citizenship  to  them. 

In  the  field  of  labor  disputes,  a railway  strike  was  averted  as  the 
government  technically  took  over  the  railroads,  but  in  Detroit  75^000  Chrysler 
workers  went  on  strike  and  greater  walkouts  seemed  likely  at  the  Ford  and 
General  Motors  plants.  The  meat  strike  continued,  with  scattered  episodes 
of  violence,  and  John  L.  Lewis  broke  off  negotiations  with  the  coal  mine 
operators  because  of  the  presence  of  a southern  representative  who  did  not 
sign  the  present  contract. 

M.  C.  Blackman 

New  York  Herald -Tribune 
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THE  WAYS  OF  THE  DEAF  MAN 


Inability  to  hear  vords  has  played  some  unusual  pranks 

on  the  handicapped. 

Note:  These  anecdotes  and  legends  were  assembled  by  a former  president  of 
the  Wisconsin  Association  of  the  Deaf,  A.  G.  Leisman,  Milwaxikee  and 
printed  in  the  Milwaukee  Journal. 

The  traditional  belief  in  the  minds  of  sentimentalists  is  that  the 
world  in  which  the  totally  deaf  roam  is  a sad,  brooding  desert  of  despair 
and  deprivations.  But  the  contrary  is  true.  More  than  that,  little  tapped 
wells  of  legend  and  anecdote  arising  from  lack  of  hearing  abound. 

Naturally,  the  deaf  are  told  they  mustn't  do  this  and  mustn't  do 
that.  Laws  attempt  to  shackle  their  valiant  efforts  to  forge  ahead.  So 
complicated  is  the  environment  surrounding  each  individual  that  deafness 
for  him  can  be  either  a misfortune  or  a handicap,  or  both,  or  quite  the 
opposite  of  both. 

It  was  a $300  handicap  to  a Chicago  deaf  woman  who  recently  sat  in  a 
theater  with  the  winning  bank  ni^t  ticket  in  her  hand,  not  knowing  that 
her  number  was  being  called.  And  it  was  a misfortune  that  the  woman  next 
to  her,  to  whom  she  showed  the  number,  developed  a jealousy  complex  and 
out  of  spite  shook  her  head,  when  a nod  would  have  brought  the  deaf  woman 
the  coveted  prize. 

"I  want  a pair  of  bed  twins,"  wrote  a deaf  man  to  a New  York  hotel 
in  making  reservations.  This  is  matched  by  the  classroom  composition 
of  a deaf  pupil,  "I  have  a black  hair." 

Somewhat  similar  is  the  still  memorable  story  of  a pupil  at  the 
Wisconsin  state  school  for  the  deaf , Applying  to  the  superintendent 
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for  "a  haircut,"  he  received  the  written  order,  studied  the  wording  on 
the  slip  for  a long  time,  decided  that  the  school  head  must  have  made 
a grave  error,  walked  bravely  back  into  the  office  and  in  a halting 
voice  said; 

"I  am  afraid  you  made  a mistake.  You  write  I want  a hair  cut. 

I don't  want  a hair  cut.  I want  many  hairs  cut." 

Dipping  into  the  bag  of  legends  we  come  across  the  granddaddy 
of  them  all.  If  we  are  to  believe  the  tale,  Wisconsin  people  owe 
thanks  for  the  cooling  summer  breezes  to  one  John  Durick,  a deaf  lumber- 
jack. Aiding  him  in  the  "invention"  was  none  other  than  Paul  Bunyan. 

The  story  goes  that  when  Paul  backed  up  his  oxen  team  and 
everybody  in  the  rear  scurried  for  cover,  John  Durick  remained 
squatting  where  he  was,  picking  and  eating  wintergreen  berries. 

Enraged,  Paul  saiintered  over,  lifted  him  bodily  and  thmdered  into 
his  ear.  John  replied  with  gestures,  saying  he  was  stone  deaf. 

His  appealing,  doe-like  look  softened  Paul,  who  sat  down  and  forthwith 
learned  from  Durick  the  unabridged  edition  of  the  sign  language. 

In  those  days  the  simmers  were  scorchingly  hot  and  the  nights 
tropically  and  uncomfortably  calm.  Feeling  sorry  for  the  lumber- 
jacks, tossing  about  in  their  bunks,  Paul  thou^t  of  a sure  avenue 
of  relief.  Summoning  his  deaf  friend  to  him  one  warm,  sluggish 
evening,  he  related  in  sign  language  the  tales  of  the  long  ago. 

His  huge  hands  stirred  the  air  so  that  a cooling  freshness  swept 
down  upon  the  camp.  Repeated  story-telling  hours  of  this  sort, 
with  the  deaf  man  as  the  sole  "listener,"  created  what  in  this  day 
are  known  as  cool  northerly  breezes . 
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A deaf  couple,  over  in  the  region  of  Chippewa  Falls,  still 
eking  a living  from  the  soil,  had  an  amusing  incident  in  their 
early  romance  which  they  no  longer  are  reluctant  to  disclose. 

The  young  man  called  one  Sunday  afternoon  hut  found  the  girl  literally 
surrounded  by  friends  from  neighboring  farms,  gathered  to  help  celebrate 
her  parents’  wedding  anniversary. 

Not  wishing  to  make  love  in  the  sign  language  in  plain  view,  the  boy 
and  girl  sought  refuge  in  the  barn.  Closing  the  door  behind  them  and  seat- 
ing themselves  on  milk  stools,  in  bliss  and  in  silence  they  planned  the 
glorious  future  of  all  lovers.  Suddenly,  prompted  by  some  mysterious  in- 
stinct, they  turned  to  find  a dozen  or  more  hearing  people  framed  in  the 
doorway  and  grinning  good-naturedly. 

It  was  a most  embarrassing  moment  to  two  sensitive  souls.  How  had 
they  ever  been  found?  Not  a word  had  been  spoken.  No  sound  had  been  made  I 

Soon,  however,  they  were  put  wise.  In  closing  the  barn  door,  the 
tail  of  a calf  had  been  caught.  And  that  young  member  of  the  bovine  family 
had  started  a continuous  bawl  in  its  best  and  loudest  note  of  protest. 


Gavin  Godfrey,  c/o  Grant,  11  Keir  Street,  Edinburgh  3^  Scotland,  a 
deaf-blind  "Hover  Scout,"  would  like  to  correspond  in  braille  and  to  ex- 
change copies  of  British  braille  magazines  for  copies  "of  American  braille 
magazines . 
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HELPFUL  SUGGESTIONS 


Dear  Readers  of  Touch  and  Go; 

I vant  to  write  and  tell  you  all  something  that  will  be  very  helpful  to  you. 

Everybody  says  that  I am  very  good  at  the  typewriter  and  that  my  letters  are 
easy  to  read  because  my  words  do  not  run  off  the  edge  of  the  paper. 

When  I put  the  paper  in  my  machine,  I push  the  ri^t  hand  margin  stop  as  far 
as  it  will  go  to  the  right,  and  the  left  one  as  far  to  the  left  as  it  will  go. 
This  clears  my  margins.  Then  I place  my  finger  on  the  left  hand  edge  of  the 
paper  and  move  my  carriage  so  that  this  edge  is  right  where  the  key  would  hit. 
Next  I strike  the  space  bar  ten  times  and  pull  my  left  hand  margin  stop  as  far 
as  it  will  go  at  that  point.  Then  I shift  the  carriage  clear  across  to  the 
ri^t  and  then  I place  my  finger  on  the  ri^t  hand  edge  of  the  paper  and  move 
my  carriage  so  that  this  edge  is  right  where  the  key  would  hit.  Then  I back- 
space ten  times  and  I pull  my  right  hand  margin  stop  as  far  as  it  will  go. 

I am  now  ready  to  begin  typing  and  run  my  hand  from  one  margin  stop  to  the 
other  to  tell  just  how  long  a line  of  t3rping  I will  have . When  I think  I have 
typed  almost  a line  I begin  checking  this  by  touching  the  right  hand  edge  of  my 
paper  so  that  if  the  margin  stop  does  not  work  I won't  run  off  the  edge  of  the 
paper . 

Women,  I thread  a needle  in  my  mouth  and  it  is  easy.  Nobody  told  me  how,  but 
I tried  to  do  it  myself  when  I was  a little  girl  and  lost  my  hearing  and  sight. 
It  took  me  a long  time  to  do  it,  but  I didn't  give  up  trying,  and  now  I can  do 
it  fast.  Place  the  end  of  the  thread  on  the  tip  of  yovir  tongue  and  hold  the 
needle  firmly  in  your  hand,  laying  the  end  with  the  eye  on  yo\ir  tongue.  Then 
manoeuvre  the  thread  into  the  eye  of  the  needle  by  movement  of  the  tongue. 

Mrs . Merle  Hook 

(Touch  and  Go  will  not  be  responsible  for  needles  swallowed'.  Hold  on  tight  to 
the  needle  if  you  try  this'.) 
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DEAR  EDITOR  . 


Dear  Editor: 

All  I do  is  stay  home  and  keep  house  for  my  blind  husband  and  cane  chairs 
for  people  vho  bring  them  in,  and  if  I don't  have  any  I sev  on  ironing  board 
covers  and  clothespin  bags  for  sale.  That  might  interest  some  people  as  it's 
one  way  of  keeping  busy  at  home  and  out  of  mischief. 

We  live  alone  with  our  big  leader  dog,  Duke;  he  is  very  kind  and  can  win 
anybody's  love.  I have  to  walk  on  my  husband's  right  side  when  I go  out  with 
him  and  Duke,  Duke  leads  us  both  as  good  as  a human  being  does,  but  I do  have 
to  be  careful,  which  helps  Duke  do  so  gocd  for  two.  Duke  leads  us  on  my  hus- 
band's left  side, 

Mrs . Milton  Houle 

Dear  Editor: 

Truly,  I sometimes  wonder  why  many  other  handicapped,  not  only  the  deaf- 
blind,  but  blind,  deaf,  etc.,  find  themselves  afflicted  with  boredom.  I think 
such  constriction  of  activity  is  more  the  fault  of  the  person  rather  than 
circumstances . 

Morris  Strong 

Dear  Editor: 

Users  of  hearing  aids  have  to  sit  close  to  a radio  and  carry  considerable 
volume.  My  instrument  picks  up  and  amplifies  the  static  to  the  extent  where 
it  is  hard  to  understand  the  speaker  on  the  radio.  I found  that  by  sitting  in 
an  upholstered  chair  and  laying  my  hearing  aid  face  down  on  the  upholstery  or 
holding  it  against  the  side,  most  of  the  frying  noise  of  the  radio  can  be 
filtered  out. 

Gerald  Ensing 
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9d  aao  otban  add  Jo  oston  ^al^nJ  add  Jo  dQcm  ,abU  add  dBais&a  dt  ^atblod 


,duo  bonadllJ 


solans.  blaneO 


NAMES  AND  ADDRESSES 
OF  SOME  OF  OUR  DEAF-BLIND  READERS 


Miss  Annie  Mitchell 
39  Tremont  Street 
Claxeraont,  New  Hampshire 

Mr.  Francis  T.  Burns 
Clark,  Misso\iri 

Mr.  Michael  Sims 
1240  East  Market  Street 
Zanesville,  Ohio 

Mr.  Harry  A.  Fribush 
^ 190  Whitehall  Road 
Albany  2,  New  York 


Mr.  Rector  Harnes 
274  West  Lee  Alley 
Spartanburg,  South  Carolina 


Miss  Florine  Davis 
537  North  Camp  Street 
Uvalde,  Texas 

Mr.  Gottlieb  Leibbrandt 
St.  Francis,  Kansas 

Mr.  William  Case 
801  Newmark  Avenue 
Monterey  Park,  California 

Miss  Barbara  Cook 
Ward  102 
Building  A 
Eloise,  Michigan 

Mr.  Clifford  0.  Starcher 
l4l  Locust  Street 
Spencer,  West  Virginia 


Mr.  George  Camp 
3029  Oakford 
Philadelphia  46,  Pa. 


DEAF-BLIND  MAN  TO  BROADCAST  APPEAL  FOR  DEAF-BLIND 
The  B.B.C.  has  allocated  to  the  National  Deaf-Blind  Helpers*  League  the 
Week's  Good  Cause  period  at  8.25  p.m.  on  Sunday,  13th  J\ine,  in  the  Home  Ser- 
vice. The  appeal  will  be  made  by  that  well-known  deaf-blind  personality,  Mr. 
Arthur  Sculthorpe,  of  Peterborough,  who  was  delisted  last  month  to  know  that 
he  had  passed  the  B.B.C.  microphone  test  successfully.  Mrs.  L.  Johnson,  Hon. 
Secretary  of  the  League,  informs  us  that  everyone  concerned  with  the  League  is 
especially  delighted  that  a deaf-blind  person  will  make  the  appeal.  This  will 
be  the  first  time  that  someone  who  can  neither  see  nor  hear  has  broadcast,  and 
it  is  hoped  that  everyone  connected  with  the  welfare  of  the  blind  and  the  deaf 
will  make  a point  to  tune  in  on  this  unique  occasion. 

Reprinted  from  The  New  Beacon  . 

(An  English  magazine  about  the  blind) 
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TO  A BUND  SON 


Because  I cannot  tilt  your  head  and  say 
"Seel  Those  are  stars  --  and  that  a moon  -- 
And  this  is  tvilight  when  a dying  day 
Slides  gray  and  silent  like  a fading  tune 
From  memory.  And  there,  across  the  sky, 

In  wide,  gay  arching  is  a rainbow.  See 

How  gold  it  is,  how  lavender,  how  shy 

And  pastel  is  its  color.  Look,  my  son,  with  me." 

Since  this  I cannot  do,  I take  your  hand 

And  teach  it  how  to  touch  a leaf  or  stem 

And  how  distinguish  snow  or  grass  or  sand 

And  tell  you,  as  I can,  of  all  of  them. 

And  somehow,  you  and  I can  learn  how  much 
Of  beauty-like-the-stars  there  is  to  touch. 


Lois  T.  Henderson 


INSPIRATION 

The  Braille  Poets'  Guild,  Inc.,  25  Clinton  Street,  Taunton 
Massachusetts,  has  requested  that  we  publish  the  following  announce 
ment; 

"If  you  write  poetry  and  do  not  receive  the  braille  poetry 
magazine,  'Inspiration,'  send  samples  of  your  work  to  Merrill  A.  V. 
Maynard,  P.O.  Box  245^  Taunton,  Massachusetts.  A few  complimentary 
subscriptions  may  be  given  to  blind  poets  who  will  actively  contri- 
bute of  their  best  poetry  to  this  magazine  for  publication." 


r 


n 


.■■i./''-'  -mvs  'li'o't  riij- 

rpcm  •’* 

yj^j)  vS^ii  yb  jj  ii^dv 
■■fi  >r  «;iil  -tn©!. 


&■  vl/  .■■•.,  J 5JCvf.C,3t)a 
•77i9  aa.xiT  i:>Q:'," 
l iuS  pi  ?irli  tsil. 
rn.s  •y.O’X'S  r;*}.-:;.;  i.a 


, y'yr^A''  i-riA  , y ).'.r*.:i>fff  "••t 


•©•?.  . -li  e-7  * ax  >jaM '•-.*?  yiis  ^ativ  nl 


vrfc  woii  ,yi©iaft«vsi  v:^  ^ Ri 
• •o  ',"■■•  • T»ooJ  ,7olr'.  li:  fj/tA 

Aa4?.rf  .-•.x'cy  ■5^;a.■^  1 ,<j'h  c)  fxa!i:o  T -j- ^1j  fi'inxi  .'. 
TO  In©!  A /l3.-:'';j  V*  vc/i  ^J’i  *-{ont*T  f>nA 
70  no  wcn-f  ripii.’jini.tair'  wxiri  fjnA' 

to  lie  *>0  ^a*o  I cn  .>’oy  XI©i  LriA 
'-Oil  n7jft©>  ff«o  * iTLo  f-^oy  ^'an^sior  hi’A 
• fio.'f.ci  ct  €..■  x *^0 


noen.‘.>'i'a?/’  .}  s-xod.  .r- 


i!c; ' 

^ao.■*.'*i'JSr''■  .,  tioirxr:  t.nal  ..^.-'liv  ' p.riiB  iH  .sri? 

'•'•-onucjKn^ '2  : ii/o  . til:}  f>©ia9i/ps"  aari  ,y^ii9auflo^ciJ:*M 

i vrtJlW 

.^;*.n+©oC;  •')i X i iiT ■/  O';  -^or^n  ion  cX  biit  yx'o.oq-  i/cy 

. 7 ,A  V-  .''tov  -u/oy;  Ic  r.<* '..oinaa  t>f:-gc  *., 

Ynainsici /■>  mo  a .. -xi  tft.-'itrfoBaajat'i  ^r-or  iTfsT  .v-.^r  .O.ST  ,»/ 

-i  i ^noo  yX.'^ri  ioc  Lr  rv  orf'w  ecieog  Lvti.C'i  o-*-  rrfjvi,^  ©tf  \:m  ertot+'^^TOr.ijVa 
’’.A.'iJ'jscIi.jX'ij  Toi  snrs.AS-?va  3irl+  oJ  yni^'roq  3a©cf  lo  ©.ti-'iX 


REPORT  FROM  THE  FIELD 


The  work  of  the  Deaf-Blind  department  here  at  the  Foundation  is  growing 
by  leaps  and  bounds.  For  some  time  we  have  known  that  it  would  not  be  pos- 
sible to  carry  on  the  progreim  without  help.  Therefore,  the  first  of  April, 
we  added  another  member  to  our  staff.  Miss  Annette  Dinsmore,  formerly  super- 
visor of  home  teaching  for  the  Pennsylvania  State  Council  for  the  Blind,  is 
our  new  assistant  director  of  Services  for  the  Deaf-Blind.  Before  losing  her 
sight,  she  was  a teacher  of  the  deaf,  so  she  has  an  understanding  of  the 
problems  arising  from  lack  of  hearing  as  well  as  those  which  result  from  lack 
of  sight.  Many  of  you  will  meet  her  and  her  Seeing  Eye  dog,  Betsy,  when  she 
begins  to  work  with  the  home  teachers  throughout  the  country,  and  very  likely 
you  will  know  her  even  sooner  throu^  correspondence. 

The  Technical  Research  Department  of  the  Foundation  has  a new  gadget  that 
coffee  lovers  will  want  to  know  about.  It  is  called  a Cofi-Meter  and  is  design 
ed  to  measure  coffee,  a tablespoonful  at  a time,  by  simply  turning  a knob.  It 
is  made  of  plastic  and  screws  onto  a standard  coffee  jar.  There  is  a cap  in- 
cluded, to  seal  the  opening  when  not  in  use,  so  that  the  coffee  will  stay  fresh 
It  is  white  with  a red  knob  and  cap,  so  adds  a gay  note  to  your  kitchen.  It 
sells  for  60  cents . 

There  is  a new  radio  on  the  market  for  those  who  use  a hearing  aid . It 
has  a receiver  cord  which  may  be  plugged  into  the  back  of  the  radio.  The  ear 
receiver  will  fit  any  standard  ear  mould.  It  can  be  used  while  the  radio  is 
on  for  others  to  hear,  but  its  volume  is  adjusted  by  a separate  control  and 
the  radio  can  be  turned  so  that  only  the  person  using  the  ear  receiver  can 
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hear  it.  It  is  a 6-tube  Emerson  radio.  Model  1002.  Since  we  have  not  been 
able  to  obtain  a discoxont  on  it,  it  will  be  more  convenient  for  you  to  get  it 
through  a local  dealer  or  order  it  from  the  Emerson  Eadio  and  phonograph  Corp . , 
New  York,  N.  Y.  The  price  is  approximately  $30. 

Only  a few  of  you  have  written  requesting  that  your  names  and  addresses 
be  published  in  the  list  of  those  wishing  to  correspond  with  others.  We  shall 
wait  another  month  before  giving  the  list  so  that  other  names  may  be  added  if 
they  are  sent  in. 

The  women  readers  will  be  interested  in  the  announcement  in  this  issue 
about  Rest  Haven,  If  you  live  close  enough  to  New  York  to  afford  the  trip  there 
and  back  to  your  home,  it  will  be  a fine  place  for  your  vacation.  Last  year, 
five  deaf-blind  women  were  there  and  said  they  had  a grand  time.  It  is  a 
beautiful  place  with  spacious  rooms;  and  parties,  hikes,  games,  etc.,  are 
planned  so  that  there  is  lots  of  fim  for  all.  How  I wish  there  were  a similar 
place  for  the  men. 

Don't  forget  to  send  us  articles  for  Touch  and  Go . They  are  what  make  it 
interesting  and  I know  that  many  of  you  have  things  to  tell.  Several  readers 
have  written  saying  they  would  like  to  hear  about  the  deaf-blind  in  other 
countries.  Maybe  some  of  you  readers  outside  of  the  United  States  will  write 
some  articles  for  us. 

Now,  goodbye  from  this  busy  office  until  next  month. 

Best  o'  luck, 

Dorothy  Bryan,  Director 

Services  for  the  Deaf-Blind 
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NEWSCOPE 


Not  often  does  an  election  in  a foreign  coimtry  stir  the  United  States — and 
the  entire  world — as  did  that  in  Italy  on  April  l8.  It  was  widely  believed  that 
a Communist  victory  at  the  polls  would  give  Russia  a foothold  in  Western  Europe 
and  perhaps  make  inevitable  an  early  armed  conflict  between  the  Red-dominated 
East  and  the  non-Communist  West. 

The  Italian  Communists  took  a decisive  beating,  and  the  Western  world 
breathed  easier.  An  unprecedentedly  large  popular  vote  gave  1-8.7  per  cent  of 
the  Chamber  of  Deputies  to  the  Christian  Democratic  (Catholic)  party  of  Premier 
Alcide  de  Gasperi,  which,  with  its  allies,  will  have  a clear  majority.  The 
Popular  Front,  backed  by  the  Communists,  received  31*7  per  cent.  The  Communists 
blamed  for  their  defeat  the  Roman  Catholic  Church,  which  had  put  all  pressure 
on  its  faithful  to  outvote  the  Reds;  and  the  United  States,  which  had  used 
political  strategy  ranging  from  a move  in  the  United  Nations  to  restore  Trieste 
to  Italy,  to  a monster  letter -writing  campaign  by  Americans  of  Italian  origin. 

In  Palestine,  the  approaching  end  of  the  British  mandate  led  to  more  bitter 
fitting  than  ever  between  Arabs  and  Jews.  On  a weekend  which  was  especially 
holy  to  three  great  religions  in  the  Holy  Land,  — Palm  Sunday  for  the  Eastern 
Christians,  Passover  for  the  Jews  and  the  commemoration  of  the  death  of  Moses  for 
the  Mohammedans --the  Jews  consolidated  their  grip  on  the  Arab  city  of  Haifa, 
captured  in  one  of  the  largest  operations  of  the  war.  The  Arab  League  prepared 
for  a mass  attack,  and  both  sides  were  deaf  to  appeals  of  the  United  Nations  for 
a truce. 

On  this  side  of  the  Atlantic,  the  most  startling  news  of  the  month  was  the 
outbreak  of  a rebellion- -believed  by  many  to  have  been  Communist-inspired--in 
Bogota,  capital  of  Colombia,  while  twenty-one  American  nations  were  holding  a 
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conference  there.  Touched  off  by  the  assassination  of  Jorge  Eliecor  Gaitan,  leader 
of  the  Colombian  Liberal  party  and  its  candidate  for  President  in  the  1950  election 
the  riots  swept  through  the  city,  isolating  United  States  Secretary  of  State  George 
C.  Marshall  and  the  other  delegates,  and  putting  a temporary  halt  to  the  conference 
When  the  conference  resumed,  it  adopted  unanimously  a resolution  condemning 
Communism  and  pledging  each  American  country  to  "uproot”  subversive  activities. 

About  a week  before  this,  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  passed  the 
European  Recovery  Program,  assuring  to  Western  Europe  the  economic  backing  of 
America  in  its  fight  against  poverty  and  revolution.  At  the  same  time--and  pos- 
sibly for  the  purpose  of  overshadowing  this  news--the  Russians  provoked  a crisis 
in  quadruply-occupied  Berlin,  restricting  communication  between  the  Western  Armies 
and  the  distant  Western-occupied  zones,  and  making  it  appear  that  they  were  about 
to  try  to  squeeze  the  Allies  out  of  the  former  German  capital-  During  this  crisis 
a Russian  fighter  pilot,  "buzzing"  a British  transport  plane  which  had  flown  over 
the  Russian  semi-blockade  on  land,  collided  with  the  big  aircraft  and  died  with 
its  thirteen  passengers  and  crew  members.  It  was  clearly  an  accident;  in  the  up- 
roar, the  Russians  expressed  their  regrets,  and  the  crisis  soon  ended. 

Its  end  did  not  halt  American  preparations  for  defense.  Congress  proceeded 
with  consideration  of  the  Administration's  plans  for  a draft,  coupled  with  univer- 
sal military  training  and  the  general  enlargement  of  the  Army,  Navy,  Air  Force  and 
Marine  Corps.  It  was  cool  to  UMT  and  favored  the  simpler  drafting  of  youths  into 
the  active  services,  and  it  sought  to  go  beyond  the  recommendations  of  Secretary 
of  Defense  James  V.  Forrestal  for  the  air  force.  The  legislators,  ignoring  plans 
of  the  military  for  general  coordination  of  all  the  services,  and  preferring  the 
creation  of  a quick  striking  force  (doubtless  with  the  use  of  the  atom  bomb  in 
mind),  tended  toward  an  air  force  of  seventy  groups,  instead  of  the  fifty-five 
asked  by  Mr.  Forrestal.  The  Secretary  later  raised  his  recommendations  to  sixty- 
six,  warning  Congress  that  seventy  groups  would  require  the  expansion  of  the  other 
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services  also  and  add  $6,000,000,000  to  defense  costs  for  next  year. 

The  strictly  domestic  news  of  the  mdnth  was  concerned  chiefly  with  President- 
ial politics  and  labor  unrest.  Harold  E.  Stassen  upset  all  the  other  candidates  for 
the  Republican  nomination  by  capturing  the  Wisconsin  primary,  which  General  Douglas 
MacArthur  had  been  expected  to  win.  Mr.  Stassen  then  carried  the  fight  against 
Senator  Robert  A.  Taft  into  the  Senator's  home  state,  Ohio,  and  prepared  for  a 
crucial  battle  with  New  York's  Governor  Thomas  E.  Dewey  in  primaries  on  the  West 
Coast.  Among  the  Democrats,  President  Truman's  stock  appeared  to  be  rising,  in 
spite  of  the  Wallaceites  on  his  left  and  the  Southern  Democrats  on  his  right.  Gener- 
al Eisenhower  continued  to  say  "No"  to  the  liberal  and  pro-labor  anti-Wallace  Demo- 
crats who  seek  to  draft  him  to  head  their  party's  ticket  instead  of  the  President. 

A coal  strike,  precipitated  by  an  argument  over  pensions,  was  ended  by  a 
Federal  injunction  under  the  Taft-Hartley  law  and  fines  of  $1,420,000  levied  against 
the  United  Mine  Workers  and  John  L.  Lewis,  its  president.  The  fines  were  imposed 
for  contempt  of  court,  because  the  miners  had  ignored  the  injunction.  But  just  be- 
fore U.S.  Judge  T.  Alan  Goldsborough,  in  Washington,  heard  the  contempt  case,  Mr. 
Lewis  and  Ezra  Van  Horn,  representative  of  the  mine  operators,  met  with  Speaker  of 
the  House  Joseph  W.  Martin,  jr.  and  settled  the  pensions  issue  by  agreeing  upon 
Senator  Styles  Bridges  as  the  third  man  of  a board  to  administer  the  miners'  welfare 
fund.  Senator  Bridges,  who  became  in  effect  an  arbiter,  decided  that  the  miners 
should  get  the  $100  monthly  pensions  they  wanted,  but  beginning  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
two  instead  of  sixty.  lir.  Lewis  thereupon  called  off  the  strike.  However,  the  in- 
junction already  had  been  ignored  and  the  fine  followed. 

The  month  also  saw  the  passage,  over  the  President's  veto,  of  a bill  which 
will  cut  government  revenues  $4,800,000,000  for  the  year  by  reducing  income  taxes. 

The  benefits,  especially  in  the  lower  brackets,  will  go  chiefly  to  the  married,  to 
whom  is  now  accorded  the  community-property  privilege  of  splitting  declared  income 
between  husband  and  wife,  enabling  both  to  escape  surtaxes  which  will  continue  to 
afflict  the  single . 
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MY  SCOUT  LIFE 


Newton  E.  Ottone 

My  Scout  career  began  as  a member  of  Troup  46  in  February;  192?.  Althou^ 
a boy  may  become  a Scout  at  the  age  of  twelve;  I did  not  join  until  I was  six- 
teen; and  was  at  that  time  hard-of-hearing.  On  April  1st  of  that  year  I became 
a Tenderfoot  Scout  which  is  the  first  step  in  scouting.  Being  an  older  boy  I 
advanced  rapidly  both  in  rank  and  in  honors . As  a member  of  Troup  46  I was 
scribe;  senior  patrol  leader;  junior  assistant  scoutmaster  and  assistant  scout- 
master in  that  order.  I was  also  troup  bugler.  In  February;  1930;  I received 
the  Eagle  Scout  award;  the  highest  honor  bestowed  upon  a Scout.  To  attain  the 
Eagle  rank  one  must  earn  twenty-one  merit  badges;  put  into  practice  in  his 
daily  life  the  principles  of  the  Scout  oath  and  law  and  demonstrate  leadership 
ability.  For  each  additional  five  merit  badges;  Eagle  palms  are  awarded;  such 
as  bronze;  silver  and  gold.  Holding  forty-six  merit  badges;  I have  the  silver 
and  second  gold  palm  attached  to  my  Eagle  Scout  medal.  Each  of  the  merit  badges 
is  for  a vocational  subject;  such  as  first  aid,  safety,  public  health,  bird 
study,  signaling;  woodworking,  weather,  swimming,  etc.  I was  a member  of  Troup 
46  for  five  years,  and  during  my  last  two  years  I kept  the  troup  going  during  the 
absence  of  the  regular  scoutmaster. 

In  January,  1933,  I transferred  to  Troup  55  as  assistant  scoutmaster,  and 
in  June  of  the  same  year  became  its  scoutmaster.  I became  blind  in  January, 

1937,  and  scouting  played  a big  part  in  keeping  up  my  morale,  as  well  as  in  my 
adjustment.  Yes,  I carried  on,  and  in  fact  I have  had  one  of  the  outstanding 
troups  of  seeing  boys  in  our  city.  All  of  this  was  possible  through  braille, 
typing  and  a hearing  aid.  In  February,  1940,  I received  the  Scoutmaster's  Key, 
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a five-year  leadership  training  award.  In  January,  19^1,  I obtained  a Seeing 
Eye  dog,  making  me  independent  again  and  eliminating  the  use  of  guides.  A 
month  later,  I was  the  recipient  of  the  distinguished  Silver  Beaver  award, 
given  for  outstanding  service  to  boyhood.  Only  two  such  awards  are  given 
yearly,  at  the  Annual  Council  Scouters*  banquet, 

Dviring  my  thirteen  years  as  scoutmaster  of  Troup  55^  I have  spent  much 
time  in  hiking  and  camping  as  well  as  in  general  instruction  in  the  Scout  re- 
quirements, and  preparing  the  troup  for  all  sorts  of  public  service  and  Scout 
demonstrations  and  activities.  We  also  played  an  important  part  in  the  war 
effort.  A scoutmaster  is  a volunteer  leader  and  gives  his  time  without  pay. 

I have  had  as  many  as  forty- three  boys  at  one  time.  In  February,  19^6,  I 
relinquished  my  duties  as  scoutmaster,  and  turned  the  troup  over  to  one  of  my 
own  Scouts,  who,  like  myself,  grew  up  in  scouting.  I remained  with  the  troup, 
however,  serving  on  the  troup  committee. 

I was  appointed  district  commissioner  last  May  by  our  Scout  Executive. 
My  Job  as  district  commissioner  is  to  stimulate  and  help  the  leaders  with 
their  work  in  the  troup,  supervise  service  given  to  \mits,  conduct  monthly 
round  table  meetings  with  my  leaders  and  attend  the  monthly  commissioners' 
council  meetings.  I must  also  visit  each  of  my  seven  imits  at  least  once  a 
month . 

As  I have  already  mentioned  that  I receive  no  pay,  I can  say  that  my 
reward  is  helping  Scouts  to  learn  interesting,  worth-while  things,  to  build 
themselves  into  fine  industrious,  thrifty,  American  citizens,  and  to  have  fvin 
through  the  game  of  scouting. 
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TOLERANCE 


Altho  smooth- shaven  is  my  face, 

I’m  now  a "gray-heard"  I suppose. 

My  friends  I oft  hehold  grimace. 
Decrying  all  the  modern  pose. 

They  hiss  at  that,  they  hoot  at  this  — 
Declare  the  present  age  is  vile; 

With  modes  and  morals  all  amiss, 

And  jeer  at  me  because  I smile. 


For  I refuse  to  rant  and  rave 

At  free-and-easy  girls  and  boys . 

I never  bellow  out  "Behave'." 

But  let  them  have  their  jazzy  joys. 

I see  vulgarity,  of  course. 

But  culture,  nonetheless,  survives; 

True  dignity  we'll  best  indorse 
By  showing  it  within  our  lives'. 

--  Michael  E.  Sims 


DESIRE 

As  thou  desirest  me. 

Dear  Heart,  so  would  I be. 

For  life  is  just  a dream. 

And  dreamers,  too,  are  we. 

Greater  happiness 

Not  earth  or  heaven  can  hold  -- 
Than  your  arms  afford  me. 

As  they  about  me  fold. 

No  melody  so  sweet 

As  your  voice,  soft  and  low. 

No  bliss  more  full,  complete. 

Than  your  caress  I know. 

So,  thru  this  moon-lit  night, 

0 Love,  I want  to  be, 

Ans'ring  your  lips  afire — 

As  thou  desirest  me. 

--  Michael  E.  Sims 
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REST  HAVEN 


Rest  Haven,  vacation  center  for  blind  -women,  nestled  in  the  hills 
of  the  Ramapo  Mountains,  Monroe,  N.Y.,  and  conducted  by  the  American 
Fo\indation  for  the  Blind,  will  open  for  the  19^8  summer  season  on 
June  21st,  closing  September  30th. 

All  blind  and  partially  blind  women,  aged  l8  to  70,  who  cannot 
afford  vacations  at  paid  simmer  resorts,  and  who  are  in  good  health,  are 
eligible  for  Rest  Haven. 

The  Foimdation  assumes  all  expenses  for  our  guests,  including 
transportation  from  New  York  City  to  Monroe  and  return,  for  eighteen 
days  of  relaxation  and  recreation.  All  guests  living  outside  of  New 
York  City  are  required  to  cover  their  own  travelling  expenses  from 
their  home  cities  to  New  York  City  and  return. 

Our  guests  come  from  all  of  the  New  England  states.  New  York, 

New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  Maryland  and  Ohio. 

All  communications  should  be  addressed  to  Rest  Haven,  American 
Foundation  for  the  Blind,  15  West  l6th  Street,  New  York  11,  N.  Y. 


Luck  means  the  hardships  and  privations  which  you  have  not  hesitated 
to  endure;  the  long  ni^ts  you  have  devoted  to  work.  Luck  means  the 
appointments  you  have  never  failed  to  keep;  the  trains  you  have  never 
failed  to  catch. 

--  Max  0 'Rell 
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MR.  JACK  McTAVISH  APPLIES  FOE  CITIZENSHIP  PAPERS 


"Jack  McTavishi"  "\Iho,  me?" 

"Ansver  the  following  questions;"  "Born?"  "Yes,  sir." 

"Where?"  "Scotland." 

"What  part?"  "All  of  me." 

"^•/hy  did  you  leave  Scotland?"  "Because  I couldn't  take  it  with  me." 

"Where  were  your  forefathers  horn?"  "Beg  pardon,  sir,  I only  had  one." 

"Your  business?"  "Rotten." 

"V/here  is  Washington?"  "Dead." 

"I  mean  the  capitol  of  the  U.S."  "They  loaned  it  to  Europe." 

"How  many  states  in  the  U.S.?"  "Forty-eight ." 

"V/hat  state  are  you  in?"  "A  terrible  state." 

"Now  Mr.  McTavish,  if  the  President  and  the  Vice  President  died  who  would  get 
the  job?"  "The  undertaker." 

"^/ho  discovered  America?"  "Columbus." 

"Where  is  he?"  "In  Ohio." 

"VHiere  was  the  Declaration  of  Independence  signed?"  "At  the  bottom." 

"Were  you  ever  convicted  of  a crime?"  "No,  I have  a good  lawyer." 

"Have  you  any  relatives  here?"  "Yes,  a brother,  he  came  over  fif- 

teen years  ago  and  got  a job  as  a janitor,  but  he  couldn't  read  or  write  so 
he  got  fired.  Now  he  is  in  business  for  himself  and  is  worth  a cool  million." 
"Just  think,  Mr.  McTavish,  what  a great  man  your  brother  would  have  been  if  he 
could  have  been  able  to  read  and  write." 

"Yes,  he'd  still  be  a janitor." 


-11- 


ac'^i  '^oai  ,hm 


• ■:  ’^'3!'u  ^orltr'  ".'xlalvaTcM  iiOBV  • 

".'lia  "?n'roa!’  ' "■zsxroi^si'Up  OKirvoI-'oT’  leivfectA”  ' 

''  '’.jbnsI^csS*'..  .. 

- ..  ..,.  ■■  ”.9m  ‘>o  IIA”  "Tt^ijq  cfsxfr  . 

‘ **'**.  ’•*  ■ '\  ■*** . 

".om  liixv  tl  i*ni>Lijoo  'I  '\.:jso&Z‘'  ' ' wb&I  uox  f;t6  •'C-fT"-’'” 

’’.^no  i)£rf  yX-'xo  I tiXfj  ^^oJrIiyi  s--"  "finocJ  aierits'ior.cJ:  ivox  ©low' etSiTw’' 

•'•  ••  : •(  • ".jbBS'T’  ” !ino«tnrT.fTfn.*v'^  sr  -ftiacTJ.'' 

” . ogo-uj^i  6t'.  xi  ,Jbpnacl  Y-riY"  "‘.d.V  odf  Jo,loflq£o  3.iy  I"  . 

— - rt  .-a.'j  nr  cs?.sJ-e  vc-H*’;,:. 

* •.  .^^xjXe  slcfi'iroJ-  A”  . uoy  sis  9>£->?.  tsxiv;'' 

bli^cw  orfv  £»!9ib'‘ jxeo-'’as't3  srlV  .*■^1  fw^  Yi  '.iM  vcH"'- 

*' .-'iiiJCSv^ocra'  aaT"  •■■  ■.  . ' ; ■ ’’^cfot  .s;{.r... 

■’. -iUdj[rd;xi.O"  ■■'  ..■  •■-  I'X"'  orf.f  . 

".o.^r'O  nl"  ' . . "'ie'd'  r/!:"  ' 

".r.'.odio'i  s/f-t  tA"  r.n  sinabasqeh’X.  “ip •iigi.^jC’rr-j.osCI  erft  a£iVr 

■'.ir^vwjsl  f>oog  o evzd  I ^oV.’  "Vi-frii:.  b “lo  bstoivnoo  -tsv© ’ crbx  •ti’ia.V”' 

13VC  ©jUfl'  od  .T©d-^:'ri  b ^^sT'  aevX&alsr  x^^--  svbH" 

03  ©ot'iw  to  t'eot  t'nbliroo  ©d  ^ttrcr  jnoXirLBj,  Bn©  dot,  s dc©  briB  ogB  et&sx  ne©'" 
".aoxlliia  looo  b rfjtov'  at  boB  ^;©2fiiiri  loY  a.’.srtlax'd  jil  aJt  ©rl  vo’/t  .betl'l  doa  srf 
ad  li  neacf  avnd  Ml'ov  •xaridoicf  tvox  xcbig  dBDi®  b dadw  ^rislvsToK  . “iM  dcwL" 

”.sdiT<^  bna  bsa'X  od  elda  noad  evari  Muoo 
’'.'lodXast,  B ad  Hi  da  b'ari  tsaY" 


-IX- 


"Do  you  know  why  the  Statue  of  Liberty's  hand  is  only  eleven  inches  high?" 
"Because  if  it  were  twelve,  it  would  be  a foot." 

"That  will  be  all,  Mr.  McTavish." 

"When  do  I get  my  papers?" 

"That  will  cost  you  ten  dollars." 

"Oh*.  I knew  all  the  time  there  was  a catch  in  it." 


FOG  IN  IRELAiro 

Ireland,  like  England,  has  very  heavy  fogs.  On  one  such  occasion  when 
the  fog  was  especially  dense,  a traveler  met  an  Irishman  near  the  river  and 
remarked  about  the  disagreeableness  of  the  weather.  "Yis,"  said  Pat,  "Oi 
just  met  Mike  on  the  bridge,  an’  I sez,  'Ullo,  Mike';  an'  he  sez,  'Ullo,  Pat'; 
an'  then  whin  we  gits  closer  an'  looks,  it  wan't  neither  one  of  us." 


When  you  get  to  reading  the  papers  and  worrying  yourself  sick  over  what 
might  happen  and  other  such  vague  but  portentous  possibilities,  just  go  put 
on  a ti^t  pair  of  shoes.  That'll  localize  your  troubles  - and  you  can  do 
something  about  'em, 

--  Judge 


None  of  us  ever  gets  anything  for  nothing,  but  an  awful  lot  of  people 
keep  on  trying. 
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UNCHANGING  EASTER 


So  many  an  Easter  dawn  I've  seen. 

So  many  an  Easter  sun; 

And  never  a difference  between, 

Unchanging,  every  one. 

The  holy  calm,  and  the  solemn  creep 
Of  the  awed  light  up  the  sky. 

Till,  sure  that  its  God  has  waked  from  sleep. 
The  sun  goes  dancing  high. 

And  thus,  I think,  was  it  long  ago. 

When  there  in  the  lonesome  night 

The  Mother  of  God  stood  looking  so. 

To  watch  for  the  breaking  light. 

Her  calm  prayer  hushing  the  sky,  the  sward; 
And  then  to  her  watching  eyes 

Not  risen  sun,  but  her  Risen  Lord, 

To  make  earth  Paradise . 


--  Hugh  E.  Blunt 


EASTER 


In  slumbering  gardens  laj.d  away 
Beneath  the  sheltering  soil. 

The  seeds  are  striving  toward  the  light; 
In  tiny  cells  they  toil 
To  burst  their  bonds;  when  sm  and  rain 
Break  down  the  prison  wall. 

Up  spring  the  happy  flowers  so  glad 
To  answer  Easter's  call. 

We  are  the  seeds  that  here  on  earth 
Are  striving  hard  to  grow. 

And  sorrow's  rain  and  joy's  sunshine 
Are  aiding  us  below. 

We,  too,  shall  sometime  leave  the  shell 
That  hides  the  spirit  here. 

When  God  to  His  own  garden  calls 
His  children  to  appear. 


--  Catherine  Cable 
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EDITOBIAL 


Again  we  have  no  "Report  from  the  Field,"  hut’ I am  glad  to  report  that 
Mrs . Bryan  is  much  "better  and  expects  to  he  hack  in  the  office  hy  the  end  of 
February . 

I appreciate  the  kind  letters  which  I have  received  from  many  of  you 
suggesting  what  you  would  like  to  see  in  your  magazine.  Vrith  your  help,  I 
think  that  we  can  make  several  improvements . 

We  are  giving  less  space  to  the  "Newscope,"  and  may  eliminate  it  entire- 
ly or  mention  only  special  items  from  time  to  time.  You  can  get  the  news 
from  the  Matilda  Ziegler  Magazine  for  the  Blind  and  The  Weekly  News . If  you 
do  not  now  receive  these  magazines,  you  can  get  the  former  without  charge  hy 
writing  to  the  Matilda  Ziegler  Publishing  Company  for  the  Blind,  Monsey,  N.Y., 
and  the  latter  hy  writing  to  the  National  Braille  Press,  88  St.  Stephen  Street, 
Boston,  Mass. 

I should  he  glad  to  have  short  articles  hy  some  of  you  which  would  he 
interesting  to  all  of  the  readers,  also  any  'onusual  items  about  you.  There 
is  a good  article  entitled  "Children  of  the  Silent  Ni^t"  in  the  March  issue 
of  Magazine  Digest.  It  features  Perkins  Institution,  Laura  Bridgman,  Helen 
Keller  and  Tommy  Stringer;  hut  also  mentions  some  of  our  younger  friends  -- 
Robert  Smithdas  and  Carmela  Otero.  Some  of  you  will  want  to  get  the  magazine 
in  inkprint  and  have  the  article  transcribed  in  braille. 

Write  to  us  when  you  can.  We  are  interested  in  you  and  your  suggestions 
even  though  we  can't  mention  all  of  you  or  all  of  your  suggestions  in  Touch 
and  Go . ^ 

P.  C.  Potts 
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The  entire  fearful  world  was  stirred  by  the  fall  in  prices  in 
America's  primary  markets  which  took  place  the  second  week  of  Feb- 
ruary. Led  by  grains,  which  lost  as  much  as  30  per  cent,  commodi- 
ties and  stocks  were  sold  off.  Some  wholesale  and  retail  prices 
followed,  but  to  a much  lesser  extent. 

Europe  wondered  whether  this  was  the  beginning  of  the  collapse 
of  capitalist  America,  predicted  by  the  Communists . American  labor 
unions  wondered  what  the  price  break  would  do  to  their  demands  for 
a third  round  of  wage  increases . Countries  expecting  to  receive 
aid  via  the  Marshall  Plan  wondered  whether  it  would  increase  that 
help,  because  goods  to  be  shipped  would  cost  America  less,  or  diminish 
the  assistance  they  could  expect  from  an  America  which  might  be  econ- 
omically weakened.  The  best  economic  opinion  in  the  United  States 
decided  that  the  break  was  natural  in  over-inflated  grain  prices, 
that  other  prices  might  possibly  level  off  at  this  point  and  that  a 
general  depression  does  not  seem  likely  as  a result- -at  least  not 
immediately.  Many  hailed  the  price  drop  as  increasing  the  soundness 
of  the  country's  economy. 

At  the  same  time,  the  European  Recovery  Program  got  over  one  of 
its  first  hurdles  in  Congress.  The  Senate  Foreign  Relations  Committee 
agreed  to  spending  at  the  rate  asked  by  the  Truman  administration,  but 
approved  the  authorization  for  one  , year  only,  at  the  rate  of  $5^300,000,000. 
It  also  voted  to  set  up  the  plan  under  a single  administrator  of  Cabinet 
rank,  resolving  the  difference  between  the  Administration  and  the  group 
in  Congress  which  feared  State  Department  control  of  the  operation. 
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Abroad,  France  attempted  to  solve  its  economic  difficulties  by- 
opening  a free  market  for  its  currency  and  for  gold,  setting  at  the 
same  time  an  export  rate  for  the  franc  somewhat  higher  than  the  figure 
reached  on  the  free  market.  The  British  Labor  Government  sought  to 
stabilize  prices  and  wages,  and  ran  up  against  resistance  from  its  own 
trade-union  supporters . 

Labor  in  the  United  States  succeeded  in  its  attempt  to  bring  to 
a test  the  legality  of  the  Taft -Hartley  law,  when  Philip  Murray,  pres- 
ident of  the  Congress  of  Industrial  Organizations,  and  the  CIO  itself 
were  indicted  on  a charge  of  illegally  supporting  a candidate  for 
political  action.  The  CIO  says  it  will  carry  the  test  to  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States . The  International  Typographical  Union, 
meanwhile,  was  testing  the  law  in  another  way:  it  was  on  strike  in 
Chicago  against  a refusal  by  the  newspaper  publishers  to  continue  the 
traditional  closed-shop  conditions  without  a contract- -which,  under 
the  law,  could  not  be  a closed-shop  contract.  A similar  strike  is 
threatened  in  New  York. 

As  the  time  for  nominating  1948  presidential  candidates  slowly 
approaches,  three  aspirants  for  the  Republican  nomination- -Taft,  Dewey 
and  Stassen--are  squaring  off  at  each  other.  In  a Lincoln  Day  speech 
at  Boston,  Dewey  lined  himself  up  with  the  liberal  wing  of  the  party  by 
coming  out  strongly  for  Marshall  Plan  aid  to  Europe- -in  contrast  with 
Taft's  grudging  support  and  plea  for  economy,  Stassen  carried  the 
fight  against  Taft  into  the  Senator's  home  territory  by  announcing  his 
candidacy  in  the  Ohio  primaries.  On  the  other  side  of  the  fence,  sup- 
porters of  President  Truman,  a certain  candidate  for  re-election  on 
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the  Democratic  ticket,  looked  with  disquiet  on  the  third-party  can- 
didacy of  Henry  Wallace,  who  fired  a hig  gun  in  his  campaign  at  huge 
mass  meetings  in  New  York's  Bronx  and  Harlem  sectors. 

The  nation  most  interested  in  Wallace's  candidacy- -the 
Soviet  Union- -meanwhile  was  engaging  in  a diplomatic  duel  of  charges 
and  counter- charges  with  the  United  States.  The  American  State  De- 
partment opened  fire  with  the  release  of  captured  German  documents 
showing  the  pre-war  plotting  of  Hitler  and  Stalin;  the  Russians 
countered  with  an  accusation  that  the  United  States,  Britain  and 
France  were  responsible  for  World  War  II  by  helping  Hitler  in  an 
attempt  to  block  the  westward  advance  of  Russia. 

And  of  all  the  events  of  the  month  the  most  disquieting,  the 
most  difficult  to  understand,  occurred  in  India.  A fanatical  Hindu, 
fearing  that  Mohandas  K.  Gandhi,  the  Mahatma  and  apostle  of  peace, 
would  prevent  war  between  Hindu  India  and  Moslem  Pakistan,  killed 
Gandhi  with  three  pistol  shots . The  whole  world  was  shocked;  the 
effect  of  the  atrocious  act  upon  unstable  India  and  the  frightened 
world  has  not  yet  been  measiired. 

Robert  Stern 

New  York  Herald  Tribune 
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In  the  early  fall  of  19^6,  ray  "best  and  old  friend,  Miss 
Amanda  Harmening,  came  with  two  of  her  friends --Miss  Thomas 
from  Maine  and  Miss  Mattos  from  Massachusetts --to  Redfield, 

South  Dakota,  to  visit  my  parents  and  me.  Then  in  September 
they  brought  me  in  her  car  up  to  her  apartment  in  Somerville, 
a suburb  of  Boston.  Miss  Harmening's  job  was  to  cook  in  a 
hospital  in  Somerville . That  season  my  parents  were  busy 
preparing  my  old  home  for  sale,  and  that  business  required 
much  time  and  was  quite  tiresome  and  laborious;  and  the  weather, 
being  cold,  caused  it  to  be  difficult.  They  had  to  ship  all 
our  household  furnishings  by  truck  and  a small  trailer  to  a 
storehouse  on  our  Belgrade  farm  at  St.  Peter,  Minnesota.  Then 
they  bou^t  a Spartan  trailerhouse  to  travel  and  live  in. 

While  I was  spending  the  aut\unn  with  Miss  Harmening,  the 
owner  of  the  apartment  house,  Mrs.  Pacheco,  got  breakfast  for  me 
each  morning,  took  me  for  enjoyable  walks,  and  helped  me  snip 
rugs.  On  our  walks  each  morning  we  met  and  visited  friends. 

I 

Miss  Harmening  had  a frame,  so  we  set  it  up,  and  on  it  I enjoyed 
making  large  and  small  rugs,  having  square  holes.  Miss  Harmen- 
ing said  to  me,  "A  few  years  ago  I bought  this  frame  for 
Leonard  Dowdy,  and  some  heavy  yarn,  and  a shuttle  for  it . I 
tried  to  teach  him  how  to  make  a small  rug  on  it,  and  how  to 
warp  it;  but  he  was  not  interested  in  this  art,  so  I put  it 
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away  in  my  closet.  It  is  yours  now."  The  shuttle  was  lost, 
hut  I had  others  like  it  with  me.  She  didn't  remember  what 
happened  to  the  yarn.  Besides  the  large  rugs,  I made  smaller 
hexagonal  rugs  and  table  mats  of  different  sizes,  and  earned 
over  a hundred  dollars  by  selling  them.  VJhile  visiting  in 
Boston,  I enjoyed  seeing  old  and  new  friends,  especially  those 
at  Perkins  Institution  where  I had  long  ago  been  a student . 

That  winter  my  father  retired  from  his  profession  of  prac- 
ticing medicine,  for  he  is  too  old  and  tired  of  that.  At  first 
he  tried  to  retire;  but  he  was  called  back,  so  he  asked  a druggist 
about  the  name  of  a new  doctor  to  take  his  place . My  father 
wrote  to  Dr.  Perry  in  Watertown,  South  Dakota,  asking  him  to 
come  to  Redfield  and  this  new  physician  came  there  to  practice 
medicine. 

My  folks  came  to  Boston  to  visit  Miss  Harmening  and  me  and 
to  take  me  down  South  for  the  winter.  Getting  our  Spartan  in 
McKenny,  Virginia,  we  travelled  down  to  Winter  Haven,  Florida. 

We  enjoyed  having  the  pleasure  of  picking  many  grapefruit,  oranges, 
tangerines,  kumquats  and  a few  lemons  for  ourselves  from  the  trees 
near  our  trailer  in  the  Deer  Lodge  Trailer  Court  there.  Its  two 
owners,  Mr.  Stone  and  Mr.  McCibbon,  were  very  kind  and  friendly  to 
us  while  abiding  in  this  park. 

/Two  very  interesting  places  we  visited  in  Florida  were 
St.  Augustine,  the  oldest  town  in  the  United  States,  and  Tarpon 
Springs,  where  our  nation's  only  sponge  fishing  is.  We  were 
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sorry  not  to  have  time  enough  to  visit  all  of  the  historical 
places  in  St.  Augustine,  hut  that  would  require  more  than  one 
day.  We  spent  New  Year's  Day  visiting  there  and  that  satisfied 
us.  Some  of  the  historical  things  were  a moat,  containing 
impure  ocean  water  which  surrounded  the  old  fort;  English  and 
Spanish  cannon,  an  old-fashioned  way  of  educatiiig  children, 
ancient  antiques,  and  the  Fountain  of  Youth,  where  we  had  a 
little  drink  of  water.  The  monuments  were  antiquated  and  the 
words  we  read  were  partly  withered  av;ay.  We  were  immensely 
interested  in  watching  how  sponges  were  fished  for  at  Tarpon 
Springs,  and  a Greek  fisherman  showed  us  some  raw  sponges  and 
some  cleaned  and  dried  for  market.  He  went  deep  into  the  water 
in  a heavy  diver's  suit  and  "brought  them  up  to  the  boat. 

Driving  through  the  Southern  States,  we  spent  a few  days  in 
New  Orleans.  In  that  port  we  visited  the  old  French  quarter  and 
a research  laboratory,  where  our  old  friend,  lir.  James  Davies, 
showed  us  many  private,  breakable  things  on  the  third  floor  there. 
That  building  has  tliree  floors,  automatic  elevators,  sighted  maps, 
textile  work  and  other  scientific  objects.  Its  head,  Mr.  Davies, 
kindly  gave  me  a large,  conical  spool  of  a new  kind  of  strong 
string  that  would  not  break.  I had  to  use  it  single  while  tying 
knots  on  rugs . That  thread  is  so  new  it  is  not  available  in  the 
markets  yet.  I hope  that  some  day  stores  will  have  such  thread 
for  sale.  We  loved  having  visits  with  him  and  his  wife  in  their 
apartment . 
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Reaching  Long  Beach,  California,  last  Spring  we  visited 
my  sister.  Meantime  we  stopped  at  El  Paso,  Texas,  to  have  a 
visit  with  my  dear  friend.  Dr.  Pittenger.  He  was  living  with 
his  daughter  and  son-in-law.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Ross  Rissler.  I am 
happy  to  have  had  that  visit  because  he  has  passed  on  now. 

Around  Long  Beach,  we  took  many  short  trips  to  look  at  lots. 

At  last  we  purchased  a nice  two-acre  lot  for  ourselves  at  San 
Gabriel,  a village  near  this  big  city.  We  decided  to  make  our 
future  home  there . 

Then  in  September,  my  father  and  I had  rupture  operations, 
(he  had  two  and  I had  one),  in  Rochester,  Minnesota.  We  had 
to  sell  our  Spartan,  as  a doctor  told  us  that  it  would  be  too 
hard  on  my  father  to  drive  it  for  six  months.  Next  we  came 
back  to  California  to  start  settling  down.  Here  I soon  started 
rabbit  husbandry  with  ten  Belgian  hares  some  of  our  neighbors 
gave  us.  I am  hoping  it  will  be  my  profession  later.  The  next 
career  I am  hoping  to  follow  is  fruit  and  nut  cult’ore,  so  we 
shall  buy  and  plant  our  own  trees . We  have  a garden  to  raise 
vegetables  and  berries  for  future  meals . 

VJinthrop  Clark  Chapman 

500  Hill  Drive 

San  Gabriel,  California 
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Light  Buoy  Club  for  the  Deaf-Blind 


On  January  l4th,  the  Light  Buoy  Club  for  the  Deaf-Blind  held  its  first 
monthly  meeting  \inder  the  direction  of  its  newly  elected  officers,  who  are 
as  follows : 

Joseph  Klein,  President 
Orris  Benson,  Vice-President 
Benjamin  Beltsendler,  Secretary 
Sigmund  VJ’eiss,  Treasurer 

The  following  persons  were  elected  honorary  members:  Dr.  Helen  Keller, 
Mrs.  Dorothy  Bryan  of  the  American  Foundation  for  the  Blind,  Mr.  Louis  Wills, 
Mr.  Peter  Salmon,  Mr.  George  Keane,  and  Miss  Kitty  O’Neil  of  the  Industrial 
Home  for  the  Blind. 

The  trip  to  the  Brooklyn  Museum  which  had  been  scheduled  for  Tuesday, 
February  2k,  was  fully  discussed  and  plans  to  visit  a battleship  or  other 
large  naval  vessel  were  formulated. 


The  Light  Buoy  Club  for  the  Deaf-Blind  which  meets  at  the  Industrial  Home 
for  the  Blind,  520  Gates  Avenue,  Brooklyn,  was  organized  in  May  19^5*  It  is  a 
social  club,  started  because  of  the  desire  of  the  deaf-blind  men  to  get  to- 
gether once  a month  for  social  and  recreational  purposes.  At  present  there  are 
fourteen  deaf-blind  men  who  are  members  of  the  club  and  all  are  employed  at  the 
Home.  This  club  has  been  meeting  once  a month  since  it  was  started  and  is 
operated  entirely  by  the  deaf-blind  men  themselves.  Many  ideas  for  recreation- 
al and  social  ventures  have  been  started  by  this  group,  and  carried  out  by 
the  Industrial  Home  for  the  Blind. 
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The  Tap -Line  Alphabet 


Euth  A.  McMahon 


On  thumb: 

A- -one  tap  on  tip  of  nail 
B— two  taps  " " " 

C — line  from  nail  to  base  of  thumb 

On  index  finger; 

D--one  tap  on  tip  of  nail 
E--two  taps  " " " 

F--line  from  nail  to  base  of  finger 

Second  finger: 

G--one  tap  on  tip  of  nail 
H--tv;o  taps  " " " " 

I- -line  from  nail  to  base  of  finger 

Ring  finger: 

J--one  tap  on  tip  of  nail 
K--two  taps  " " " 

L--line  from  nail  to  base  of  finger 

Little  finger: 

M--one  tap  on  tip  of  nail 
N--two  taps  " " " 

0--line  from  nail  to  base  of  finger 

Knuckle  at  base  of  index  finger: 

P--one  tap 
Q--two  taps 

E--line  from  knuckle  of  index  finger  to  knuckle  of  little  finger 

Knuckle  of  little  finger: 

S--one  tap 
T--two  taps 

U--line  from  base  of  little  finger  to  knuckle  of  index  finger 

Center,  back  of  hand: 

V--one  tap 

W--two  taps  ♦ 

X--line  from  knuckle  of  second  finger  to  inrist 

Wrist  bones: 

y--one  tap  on  bone  at  thumb  side  of  wrist 
Z--one  tap  on  bone  at  little  finger  side  of  wrist 
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Number  sign;  make  a cross  on  back  of  hand  to  tell  that  numbers  are  to 
be  used. 

1- tap  on  tip  of  thumb 

2- line  from  tip  of  thumb  to  base  of  thimib 

3- tap  on  tip  of  index  finger 

4- line  from  tip  of  finger  to  base  of  finger 

5- tap  on  tip  of  second  finger 

6-  line  from  tip  of  finger  to  base  of  finger 

7- tap  on  tip  of  ring  finger 

8 - line  from  tip  of  finger  to  base  of  finger 

9- tap  on  tip  of  little  finger 

0-line  from  tip  of  finger  to  base  of  finger 


APOSTROPHE  TO  A MULE 

Doubtless  most  of  us  have  heard  this  tale  of  what  a man  once  said  to 
his  mule.  We  don't  know  who  wrote  it  so  we  can't  give  him  credit.  But 
since  the  "hee-haw"  has  made  his  come-back  on  the  farm  as  well  as  in  poli- 
tics we  believe  our  readers  will  enjoy  it.  So  here  goes;  Over  the  hill 
trailed  a man  behind  a mule  drawing  a plow.  Said  the  man  to  the  mule: 
"Bill,  you  are  just  a mule,  the  son  of  a jackass,  and  I am  a man  made  in 
the  image  of  God.  Yet  here  we  work,  hitched  up  together  year  after  year. 

I often  wonder  if  you  work  for  me  or  I work  for  you.  Verily  I think  it  a 
partnership  between  a mule  and  a fool,  for  surely  I work  as  hard  as  you, 
if  not  harder.  Plowing  or  cultivating  we  cover  the  same  distance,  but 
you  do  it  on  four  legs  and  I on  two.  I,  therefore,  do  twice  as  much  v7ork 
as  you  do . 
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"Soon  we  will  "be  preparing  for  a corn  crop.  When  the  crop  is  harvested, 
I give  one-third  to  the  landlord  for  heing  so  kind  as  to  let  me  use  a small 
speck  of  God's  earth.  One-thiid  goes  to  you  and  the  rest  is  mine.  You  con- 
sume all  of  your  portion  with  the  exception  of  the  cobs,  while  I divide  mine 
among  seven  children,  six  hens,  two  ducks  and  a banker.  If  we  both  need 
shoes,  you  get  'em.  Bill,  you  are  getting  the  best  of  me,  and  I ask  you,  is 
it  fair  for  a mule,  the  son  of  a jackass,  to  swindle  a man- -the  Lord  of 
Creation- -out  of  his  substance? 

"Why,  you  only  help  to  plow  and  cultivate  the  ground,  and  I alone  must 
cut,  shock  and  husk  the  corn,  while  you  look  over  the  pasture  fence  and  hee- 
haw at  me.  All  fall  and  most  of  the  winter  the  whole  family,  from  baby  up, 
picks  cotton  to  help  raise  money  to  pay  taxes  and  buy  a new  set  of  harness 
and  pay  the  mortgage  on  you.  And  what  do  you  care  about  the  mortgage?  Not 
a thing,  you  ornery  cuss.  I even  have  to  do  the  worrying  about  the  mortgage 
on  your  tough,  ungrateful  hide. 

"About  the  only  time  I am  your  better,  is  on  election  day,  for  I can 
vote  and  you  can't.  And  after  election,  I realize  that  I was  fully  as  big 
a jackass  as  your  papa.  Verily,  I'm  prone  to  wonder  if  politics  were  made 
for  a man  or  a jackass,  or  to  make  jackasses  of  men.  And  that  ain't  all. 
Bill.  \i/hen  you're  dead  that's  supposed  to  be  the  end  of  you.  But  me?  The 
preachers  tell  me  that  when  I die  I may  go  to  hell  forever.  That  is.  Bill, 
if  I don't  do  just  as  they  say.  And  most  of  what  they  say  keeps  me  from 
getting  any  fun  out  of  life . 

"Tell  me,  Willyum,  considering  these  things,  how  can  you  keep  a 
strai^t  face  and  still  look  so  dumb  and  solemn? "--The  Pathfinder. 
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SAYINGS  OF  LINCOLN 


"I  am  not  bo-und  to  vin,  but  I am  bound  to  be  true;  I am  not  bound  to 
succeed,  but  I am  bound  to  live  up  to  vhat  li^t  I have . I vill  stand 
vith  anyone  vho  stands  ri^t,  keep  vith  him  while  he  is  right,  and  part 
with  him  when  he  is  wrong." 


"You  may  deceive  all  of  the  people  part  of  the  time  and  part  of  the 
people  all  of  the  time,  but  not  all  the  people  all  the  time." 


"I  have  an  inexpressible  desire  to  live  till  I can  be  assured  that 
the  world  is  a little  better  for  my  having  lived  in  it." 


"Let  reverence  for  the  laws  be  breathed  by  every  American  mother  to 
the  lisping  babe  that  prattles  on  her  lap.  Let  it  be  taught  in  schools, 
in  seminaries,  and  in  colleges.  Let  it  be  written  in  primers,  spelling 
books,  and  in  almanacs.  Let  it  be  preached  from  the  pulpit,  proclaimed 
in  legislative  halls  and  enforced  in  courts  of  justice.  And  in  short, 
let  it  become  the  political  religion  of  the  nation." 


SAYINGS  OF  WASHINGTON 


"I  shall  rely  confidently  on  that  providence  which  has  hitherto  pre- 
served and  been  bountiful  to  me." 


"I  am  resolved  that  no  misrepresentations,  falsehoods,  or  calumny 
shall  make  me  swerve  from  what  I conceive  to  be  the  strict  line  of  duty." 


"It  appears  as  clear  to  me  as  ever  the  sun  did  in  its  meridian 
brightness,  that  America  never  stood  in  more  eminent  need  of  the  wise, 
patriotic,  and  spirited  exertions  of  her  sons  than  in  this  period." 


"I  hope  I shall  al'vrays  possess  firmness  and  virtue  enou^  to  main- 
tain what  I consider  the  most  enviable  of  all  titles,  the  character  of 
an  honest  man." 
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EDITOEIAL 

I am  sorry  that  we  have  no  "Report  from  the  Field"  this  month.  Mrs, 
Bryan  had  a vacation  over  the  Holidays,  and  has  been  ill  since  then,  so 
she  has  been  unable  to  contribute  an  article  for  this  issue. 

In  lieu  of  that,  I shall  take  time  for  a little  chat.  I want  to  get 
better  acquainted  with  you  and  to  know  what  you  prefer  in  the  magazine. 

Do  you  like  a poem  or  inspirational  article  in  each  issue?  Do  you 
want  as  much  news  as  we  have  had?  Do  you  like  the  articles  by  and  about 
individual  deaf-blind  persons?  Do  you  enjoy  the  jokes?  VJould  you  like 
to  see  more  extracts  from  your  letters?  Sometimes  we  cannot  get  quite  as 
much  in  the  braille  copy  as  in  the  mimeographed  copy.  In  that  case,  would 
you  rather  have  us  omit  an  extract  from  a letter,  one  of  the  jokes? 

What  new  ideas  have  you  for  the  magazine?  Do  you  care  to  know  more 
about  the  deaf-blind  in  England  and  France?  Would  you  like  to  have  a 
question  and  answer  page?  Would  you  be  interested  in  the  names  and  ad- 
dresses of  deaf-blind  persons?  If  so,  we  mi^t  print  a page  of  these 
each  month,  until  completed. 

In  making  suggestions,  please  remember  that  we  cannot  increase  the 
size  of  the  braille  magazine  yet.  The  Ziegler  press  embosses  sixteen 
pages  at  a time  and  any  change  would  have  to  be  from  sixteen  to  thirty- two 
pages . Although  we  hope  to  have  a larger  magazine  soon,  the  printers  are 
too  busy  to  handle  additional  work  for  the  next  few  months . 

Now,  look  over  your  back  issues,  if  you  haven’t  thrown  them  away,  and 
let  us  have  your  best  ideas  in  regard  to  the  improvement  of  Touch  and  Go. 

P.  C.  Potts 
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NEWSCOPE 


The  unlamented  Old  Year  departed  after  depositing  on  New  York  City 
a record  25*8  inches  of  snow  that  stilled  the  reminiscences  of  the  veter- 
ans of  the  Blizzard  of  *88. 

The  New  Year  brought  little  promise  of  settlement  of  the  manifold 
and  complex  problems  that  beset  the  world,  the  chief  of  which  is  the  es- 
tablishment of  permanent  peace. 

Since  19^8  is  a presidential  election  year,  politics  is  reflected 
in  almost  all  activities  of  Government,  both  domestic  and  international. 

In  Congress,  bi-partisan  support  was  given  to  president  Truman's 
request  for  $17  billion  to  implement  the  European  Recovery  Program  in 
the  next  five  years  under  the  Marshall  Plan.  Senator  Vandenberg  of  Mich- 
igan, who  has  eliminated  himself  as  a Presidential  candidate,  was  expected 
to  lead  Republican  support  of  the  program.  Determined  opposition  was 
foreseen  from  a group  of  twenty  Republican  senators  from  the  west  who  held 
a secret  meeting  to  discuss  policy  with  respect  to  the  Marshall  Plen. 

President  Truman  presented  to  Congress  a record  budget  of  $39*7 
billion  for  the  fiscal  year  beginning  July  1.  Nearly  three-fourths  of 
this  is  due  directly  or  indirectly  to  the  lack  of  peace  in  the  world. 
According  to  the  President's  estimate,  it  will  cost  each  man,  woman  and 
child  in  the  nation  $270  to  r\m  the  government  for  a year.  Out  of  each 
$270,  these  sums  go  to  pay  for  wars  fou^t  or  to  prepare  for  threatened 
war:  $75*60  for  defense;  $U8.6o  for  international  expenditures;  $if0.50 
for  veterans;  and  $35 *6^  for  payments  on  the  national  debt.  General 
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federal  expenses  require  the  comparatively  minor  sum  of  $7*83  per  capita; 
social  velfare,  $13.50;  and  education  and  research,  $2.70. 

The  political  “battle  lines  were  drawn  most  sharply  in  Washington  on 
such  matters  as  tax  reduction  and  control  of  inflation.  The  President 
proposed  to  lop  $40  off  the  income  tax  of  individual  payers  and  make  it 
up  hy  increased  corporation  taxes,  but  leaders  of  the  Pepublican  majorit- 
ies in  Congress  contended  that  this  would  result  only  in  increased  prices 
passed  on  to  consimiers,  who  thus  would  not  benefit  from  the  tax  reduction. 

The  Congress  showed  no  inclination  to  grant  President  Truman  the 
power  he  sought  to  impose  restraints  on  credit,  compulsory  distribution 
of  scarce  commodities,  extension  of  rent  control,  and  rationing  and 
price  controls  in  emergencies . 

Outside  of  V/ashington,  those  most  active  politically  were  Harold 
Stassen  of  Minnesota  and  Governor  Thomas  E.  Dewey  of  New  York.  The 
latter  announced  in  Albany  that  while  he  would  not  actively  seek  the 
Pepublican  nomination,  he  would  accept  it  if  it  were  offered  him. 

Mr.  Stassen  trained  his  heavy  artillery  on  the  Democratic  adminis- 
tration with  charges  that  persons  high  in  the  government  had  profited 
enormously  from  trading  in  grain  and  other  commodities,  the  implication 
being  that  they  had  made  use  of  inside  information  on  the  markets. 

Among  those  who  admitted  such  profits,  while  denying  use  of  inside 
information,  were  President  Truman's  physician.  Brigadier  General 
Wallace  H.  Graham,  and  Edwin  W.  Pauley,  special  assistant  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Army.  Mr.  Pauley  said  he  would  resign,  but  added 
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that  he  had  planned  to  do  so  before  it  vas  disclosed  that  he  had 
made  nearly  a million  dollars  in  commodity  trading.  The  White  House 
said  General  GrahaJti  vould  remain  as  physician. 

A new  name  crept  into  the  foreign  nevs  during  the  month.  It  is 
Bizonia,  used  to  describe  the  American  and  British  zones  of  occupation 
in  -western  Germany,  which  continued  to  draw  further  apart  from  the 
eastern  zone  controlled  by  Russia . Unrest  in  Bizonia,  manifested  by 
strikes  and  demonstrations,  was  attributed  partly  to  Comr-nmist  in- 
fluence and  partly  to  the  serious  shortage  of  food  supplies . 

King  Michael  of  Rumania  was  forced  by  the  Communist-dominated 
government  to  abdicate  his  throne.  He  fled  to  ST^itzerland,  where  he 
still  found  difficulties  placed  in  the  way  of  his  romance  with  Princess 
Anne  of  Bourbon  Parma.  In  India,  Mohandas  Ghandi,  on  January  13,  fin- 
ished his  meager  breakfast  of  goat’s  milk,  boiled  vegetables,  and  fruit 
Juices,  and  said,  "Take  it  a-way,  it  is  time."  He  vowed  thenceforth  to 
take  no  more  nourishment  until  peace  T^as  established  between  the  two 
newly-created  independent  nations  of  the  sub-continent,  Hindu  India  and 
Moslem  Pakistan.  After  a week,  the  seventy-eight-3''ear-old  Indian 
leader  had  weakened  greatly,  and  concern  for  him  mounted  throughout 
India  and  the  world. 

Fighting  continued  between  Jetrs  and  Arabs  in  Palestine,  and  it 
seemed  likely  that  the  situation  would  worsen  as  the  effective  date  of 
the  partition  came  closer  this  year.  The  troubles  of  Palestine  were 
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reflected  in  this  country,  where  a shipment  of  many  tons  of  high  ex- 
plosives was  found  as  it  was  being  loaded  onto  a ship  in  Jersey  City, 
and  representatives  of  Jewish  organizations  admitted  the  purchase  of 
several  truckloads  of  explosives  found  in  New  Jersey.  Ihe  War  Assets 
Administration  halted  further  sales  of  surplus  Army  explosives. 

The  United  Nations  achieved  a minor  triumph  when  a committee 
finally  brought  about  a truce  between  the  Dutch  in  Java  and  the  native 
Indonesian  Republic.  Both  sides  promised  to  withdraw  their  troops  from 
a demilitarized  zone  separating  their  territories. 

--M.  C.  Blackman 

New  York  Herald  Tribune 
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Our  Months,  Weeks  and  Days 


Our  year  is  about  3654  days.  Twelve  lunar  months,  that  is  twelve  times 
the  number  of  days  it  requires  for  the  moon  to  go  around  the  earth,  make  35^ 

days  or  11  days  too  few.  Thirteen  lunar  months  make  38^  days,  which  is  I9  days 

too  many.  The  Babylonians  inserted  a short  period  of  days  after  the  twelve 
months  in  order  to  make  the  year  which  the  Greeks  adopted  from  them  in  the  Y^h 
century  B.C.  The  fact  that  each  new  year  starts  in  January  is  due  to  the  Eoman 
consul  entering  his  office  that  day.  The  month  derived  its  name  from  the  two- 
faced  Eoman  god,  Janus,  who  looked  two  ways,  looked  into  the  past  and  the  fu- 
ture. 

The  old  Eoman  calendar  from  which  ours  is  derived,  consisted  of  twelve 
lunar  months;  of  these  March,  May,  July,  and  October  had  3I  d.ays,  the  rest  29, 
save  February  which  had  28.  Julius  Caesar  introduced  a calend.ar  in  B.C.  46, 
which  made  the  year  consist  of  3^5  days,  each  fourth  year  to  have  386  days  and 

the  months  to  have  the  same  names,  order,  and  length  as  they  have  now.  As  this 

Julian  year  is  about  eleven  minutes  longer  than  the  real  year,  the  date  of  the 
equinoxes  and  solstices  came  ten  days  too  late  by  the  year  I582.  Pope  Gregory 
suppressed  ten  days  by  ordaining  that  October  5 should  be  called  October  15, 
and  to  prevent  future  displacement  provided  that  of  the  centesimal  years,  those 
ending  with  two  ciphers  like  16OO,  I7OO,  only  those  divisible  by  400  should  be 
leap  years . This  is  called  the  Gregorian  year  which  is  the  same  as  the  Julian 
in  all  other  respects.  It  is  now  in  use  throughout  Europe  and  America.  It  is 
so  nearly  correct  that  it  will  be  true  for  a hundred  thousand  years  ahead. 

The  week  of  seven  days  did  not  come  from  the  Eomans  who  had  an  ancient 
market  day  every  eight  days,  but  was  adopted  by  our  ancestors  in  Europe  along 
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vith  the  Christian  religion,  which  followed  the  custom  of  the  Jews  in  having  a 
week  of  seven  days . With  the  Jews  the  last  day  of  the  week  was  the  Sabbath  or 
day  of  rest  and  worship.  The  Christians,  however,  set  apart  the  first  day  of 
the  week  for  divine  worship  in  memory  of  the  Resurrection  of  Jesus . The  Roman 
emperor  Constantine  decreed  in  321  A.D.  that  Sunday  should  be  a day  of  rest  and 
worship . It  was  the  da3^  after  the  Sabbath  of  the  Jews  . 

The  names  of  the  days  of  the  week  in  the  English  language  were  those  given 
by  the  Anglo-Saxons;  Tuesda}’’,  Wednesday,  Tiiursday  and  Friday,  named  for  their 
gods,  and  Saturday,  Sunday,  and  Monday,  named  for  Saturn,  the  sun,  and  the  moon. 
The  days  of  the  week  in  the  Latin  language  are  all  named  for  the  sm,  the  moon, 
and  the  five  planets.  This  is  true  also  of  the  French  language.  These  seven 
heavenly  bodies  were  worshipped  in  both  Egypt  and  Babylonia,  sacrifice  being 
made  to  them.  This  would  make  a cycle  of  seven  days  among  the  peoples  who  be- 
lieved that  the  wandering  heavenly  bodies  determined  the  destinies  of  men.  The 
phases  of  the  moon  come  every  seven  days.  This  may  be  the  basis  of  the  seven- 
day  cycle . The  word  week  is  derived  from  the  Saxon  word  wikon  meaning  change 
or  turn. 

The  day  was  divided  into  2k  hours  by  the  Greeks . The  word  hour  comes 
from  the  Latin  hora.  The  hour  was  divided  into  sixty  minutes  which  were  divid- 
ed into  sixty  seconds.  This  followed  the  practice  of  the  Babylonians  who  divid- 
ed the  circle  into  3^0  degrees,  each  degree  being  divided  into  sixty  minutes, 
each  minute  into  sixty  seconds.  The  Babylonians  used  the  duedecimal  system,  the 
circle  being  divided  into  30  x 12  degrees,  each  degree  into  5 x 12  minutes,  the 
day  into  2 x 12  hours.  Thus  every  time  we  see  the  dial  of  a watch  or  clock 
which  is  divided  into  12  hours,  we  are  following  the  custom  of  the  Babylonians 
who  computed  by  a system  of  tvrelves . Our  system  of  computing  by  tens  came  to  us 
from  the  Arabians . 
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DAVID  BADGER  ON  "GARDENING 


You  told  me  some  time  ago  that  you  were  asked  about  flower  gardening 
for  the  deaf-blind.  I enjoy  my  gardening  very  much  and  can  do  almost  all 
kinds.  I have  read  braille  pamphlets  that  are  very  helpful  to  me,  telling 
me  how  to  sow  seeds  and  how  deep  to  pla.nt  them.  I use  cold  and  hot  bed 
frames  to  raise  seedlings  that  can  later  be  planted  in  the  beds . I have 
several  kinds  of  garden  implements  in  my  small  tool  closet  close  to  the 
garden.  One  is  a new  harrow  that  saves  me  much  work.  Another  is  a weeder 
that  will  weed  the  rows  in  the  garden.  I also  pull  many  weeds  by  hand.  I 
have  two  measured  steel  miarkers  to  help  me  know  how  deep  to  sow  my  seeds. 

I am  guided  in  sowing  them  by  these  markers . After  the  seeds  are  in  the 
gro’jnd  I cover  them  with  soil  and  press  it  down  with  my  hands . I do  most 
of  my  garden  work  alone,  without  any  help. 

My  present  garden  is  over  100  feet  long  and  82  feet  wide.  I would 
like  to  have  one  or  even  two  acres  of  land  around  here  where  I could  make 
pretty  gardens  and  beautiful  places,  since  I have  learned  flower  culture 
and  vegetable  cultiire  and  am  greatly  interested  in  nature.  Last  spring  I 
had  some  beautiful,  sweet  daffodils . Soon  after  they  stopped  blooming  my 
tulips  started.  I planted  seeds  in  May  and  soon  they  were  blooming  in  gay 
colors.  I greatly  enjoyed  watching  my  zinnias  growing.  They  got  to  be 
almost  four  feet  tall.  My  holl3'hocks  were  nine  feet  tall  and  still  grow- 
ing. I also  had  four  kinds  of  famovis  peonies. 

Of  course  I also  like  to  raise  vegetables,  and  have  berries,  grapes 
and  other  fruits.  I grow  dewberries,  strawberries,  red,  black  and  yellow 
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raspberries . There  is  one  yellov  sveet  cherry  tree  in  my  garden  and  there 
are  grape  vines . For  vegetables  I grow  onions , cabbages , tomatoes , carrots , 
radishes,  beans,  potatoes,  and  com. 

Gardening  is  a great  pleasure  and  I think  more  deaf-blind  people  would 
like  to  do  it.  It  is  good  to  be  outdoors  in  the  fresh  air  and  sunshine. 


Note:  David  Badger  is  a deaf-blind  man  who  lives  at  the  Home  for  the 
Deaf,  Torresdale,  Pa. 


Mr.  F.  C.  Wilbur,  R.  3^  Baxter  Springs,  Kansas,  writes  that  he  collects 
many  things  like  pipes,  keys,  canes,  etc.  These  are  not  for  sale  but  he 
would  be  glad  to  exchange  relics  with  anyone  who  vnrites  him  and  tells  of 
their  hobbies . 


Helen  Schultz  Hayes,  former  deaf-blind  student  at  Perkins,  now  married, 
lives  with  her  husband  on  a dairy  farm  in  Baudette,  Minnesota.  She  writes, 
"I  have  over  five  hundred  cans  of  vegetables,  fruits  and  pickles,  jellies 
and  jams  in  my  basement  closet," 
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Editor's  Note:  Some  of  our  readers  may  be  interested  in  this  letter,  re- 
printed from  the  English  magazine.  The  Nev  Beacon. 

Sir, --As  Editor  of  The  Moon  Rainbow,  published  for  members  of  the  National 
Deaf-Blind  Helpers*  League,  I often  get  letters  from  readers.  A short  time 
ago  I had  one  from  a new  reader,  a deaf-blind  woman  living  in  North-East 
England.  She  said  a blind  friend,  who  knows  Braille,  had  told  her--my  cor- 
respondent- -that  she  felt  sure  she  could  learn  Moon,  and  sent  her  a leaflet, 
cards  with  Moon  characters  embossed  on  them,  and  the  "Life  of  Dr.  Moon."  My 
correspondent  writes,  "I  said  I was  too  old,  but  when  the  cards,  etc.,  came 
I thou^t  I would  have  a peep  at  it,  and  I went  straight  on... I had  no  one 
to  learn  me  anything.  I was  reading  books  from  the  Library  in  less  than  a 
month , . .My  Home  Teacher  would  have  taught  me , but  she  was  at  home  ill . I 
have  had  a lovely  letter  from  the  Library  praising  me  for  learning  on  my  own." 
Tnis  woman  is  seventy-four  and  has  been  blind  over  six  years,  and  it  was  only 
last  July  that  she  learned  Moon.  One  wonders  why  she  had  not  been  taught 
Moon  before.  I have  heard  of  other  cases  where  the  deaf-blind  have  learned 
Moon  entirely  by  themselves  on  the  suggestion  of  "outsiders,"  and  some  have 
gone  on  to  Braille,  still  with  no  help  from  Home  Teachers.  In  some  cases 
Home  Teachers  do  not  seem  to  visit  deaf-blind  folk  in  Institutions,  and  I 
think  they  are  very  often  the  most  isolated  and  lonely  of  the  deaf-blind — 
in  a crowd,  yet  alone.  \'/hat  a difference  reading  would  make  to  them*.  Not 
all  are  incapacitated  by  any  means. 

E.  Webber- Jones 

Eon.  Editor,  The  Moon 
Rainbow 
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THE  SPICE  OF  LIFE 


Pat:  ’’Say,  I hear  you  lost  your  job.  Why  did  the  foreman  fire  you?" 

Mike:  "Well,  you  knov  vhat  a foreman  is,  he's  the  one  that  stands  around 

and  watches  his  men  work." 

Pat:  "What's  that  got  to  do  with  it?" 

Mike:  "Why,  he  got  jealous  of  me,  people  thought  that  I was  the  foreman." 

Gal:  "This  is  the  man  I'm  going  to  marry.  Maw.  I know  he  loves  me, 

'cause  when  he  takes  me  in  his  arras,  I can  hear  his  heart  poijinding." 

Maw:  "Well,  daughter,  you'd  better  be  careful.  Your  paw  fooled  me  that 

way  for  two  years  with  a dollar  watch." 

A group  of  toiirists  were  making  the  rounds  of  old  Indian  ruins  in  the 
Navajo  coixntry,  and  had  to  leave  the  car  and  walk  some  distance.  Then  some- 
one remembered  he  had  neglected  to  lock  his  car,  and  all  began  to  worry. 

"It  is  perfectly  safe,"  assured  the  Indian  guide.  "There  isn't  a white 
man  within  50  miles . " 

A fly  was  walking  with  her  dau^ter  on  a man's  bald  head.  "How  things 
change,  my  dear,"  she  said.  "When  I was  your  age,  this  was  only  a footpath." 
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THE  OLD  YEAR 


Last  night,  when  all  the  village 
Was  lying  white  and  still, 

With  starlight  in  the  valley. 

With  moonlight  on  the  hill, 

I wakened  from  my  dreaming. 

And  hushed  my  heart  to  hear 
The  old  clock  in  the  steeple 
Toll  out  the  dying  year. 

They  say  that  when  the  angels 
The  blessed  New  Year  bring. 

The  spuls  that  wake  to  listen 
Can  hear  them  softly  sing 
The  same  melodious  anthem 
Of  peace  and  love  on  earth. 

That  told  to  Judah's  shepherds 
The  dear  Redeemer's  birth. 

No  sound  came  through  the  silence; 

But  waiting  there,  I thought 
Of  all  the  gifts  and  blessings 
The  year  to  me  had  brought; 

And  something  sang  within  me; 

"0  happy  heart,  to-day 
Remember  all  who  sorrow. 

And  wipe  their  tears  away." 

So,  in  that  solemn  morning. 

When  first  thy  feet  shall  stand 
Where  dawn  in  light  unshadowed 
The  years  at  God's  right  hand; 
The  words  of  benediction 
Thy  welcome  home  shall  be, 

"Thy  deeds  of  love  and  mercy 
Have  all  been  done  to  me'." 

--Ex. 
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REPORT  FROM  THE  FIELD 

Your  letters  and  cards  have  been  pouring  in  since  the  first  copies  of 
TOUCH  Sc  GO  were  sent  out . We  will  have  to  hear  from  all  of  you  before  we 
can  have  the  mailing  lists  correct  so  please  be  sure  to  write  if  you  have 
not  already  done  so.  The  number  of  inkprint  copies  is  limited.  If  you 
can  read  braille  please  do  not  ask  for  inkprint  too.  I hope  that  later  we 
will  be  able  to  have  more  in  inkprint  so  that  you  can  give  them  to  your 
friends . 

During  December  I have  made  trips  to  Illinois  and  Indiana  to  meet  the 
people  in  the  state  agencies  and  in  the  schools  for  the  blind.  Later  we 
shall  plan  for  me  to  work  with  the  home  teachers  and  visit  the  deaf-blind 
people  in  those  states.  If  you  live  in  either  of  them  and  are  receiving 
this  magazine  I,  of  course,  know  about  you  but  there  may  be  others  whom  I 
do  not  know.  If  you  hear  of  any  other  deaf-blind  folks  be  sure  to  let  me 
know. 

Many  of  you  are  familiar  with  the  Technical  Research  Department  of  the 
American  Foundation  for  the  Blind.  Tools  and  aids  for  the  use  of  the  blind 
may  be  obtained  through  this  department.  As  they  discover  new  articles 
they  write  about  them  in  the  Outlook  for  the  Blind.  The  ones  of  you  who 
read  the  Outlook  know  about  this , but  others  may  not . Tlie  bacon  fryer 
which  sells  for  k0<^  is  one  of  the  most  helpful  aids  to  cooking  that  I have 
heard  about.  It  is  an  aliominum  disc,  six  inches  in  diameter,  with  holes 
in  it  large  enough  to  admit  the  prongs  of  a fork  for  testing  the  bacon. 

The  bacon  is  laid  in  the  cold  pan  and  the  disc  placed  on  top  of  it . The 
pan  is  then  put  over  the  fire  and  the  bacon  cooks  on  both  sides  without 
having  to  be  turned.  VJhen  it  is  done  the  disc  is  removed  by  its  handle  and 
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Another  item  which  may  interest  you  is  an  outdoor  thermometer  which 
sells  for  ipl.75*  It  has  a special  bracket  so  that  it  may  be  fastened  just 
outside  the  window.  It  measures  from  -60°  to  120®  and  is  marked  not  only 
with  braille  dots  but  large  ink-print  numbers.  The  braille  dots  are  at 
each  10  degrees  and  there  are  double  dots  at  -30,  0,  30,  70,  and  100  deg- 
rees. The  indicator  is  a red  disc  with  a pointer  that  extends  enough  to 
make  reading  by  touch  easy. 

RecLuests  have  come  for  information  about  the  kinds  of  work  deaf-blind 
people  do . If  you  have  a different  or  unusual  kind  of  job  write  me  about 
it.  Soon  we'll  have  something  in  the  magazine  on  this  subject. 

The  best  o' luck. 

Dorothy  Bryan,  Director 
Services  for  the  Deaf-Blind 

NEWSCOPE 

The  news  of  the  world  still  centers  upon  the  great  conflict  between 
communism  and  western  democracy.  In  London  the  foreign  ministers  of  the 
powers  called  the  Big  Four- -England,  Russia,  France  and  the  United  States-- 
are  deadlocked  in  an  attempt  to  devise  peace  treaties  with  Germany  and 
Austria.  In  France  and  Italy  communist  attempts  to  back  Russian  foreign 
policy,  by  leading  union  labor  into  strikes,  has  failed.  In  the  United 
States,  Congress  is  absorbed  in  the  task  of  providing  aid  to  the  Uestern 
democracies  and  preventing  further  inflation  in  our  own  coxuitry.  In 
Russia,  following  a wave  of  panic  buying  (revealed  to  the  world  by  the 
American  State  Department),  the  ruble  has  been  devalued,  ten  to  one,  and 
in  a curious  reversal  of  policy  the  end  of  rationing  has  been  announced. 

In  the  London  conference,  Russian  foreign  minister  Molotov  is  pitted 
against  American  Secretary  Marshall,  who  is  flanked  by  British  and  French 
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foreign  ministers  Bevin  and  Bidault.  At  the  end  of  nearly  a month  of 

argument,  Mr.  Marshall  said  they  were  wasting  their  time,  "when  there  is 

0 

no  time  to  waste,"  and  accused  the  Russians  of  refusing  to  give  a clear 
answer  to  the  key  problem  of  obtaining  reparations  from  current  production. 
Mr.  Molotov  replied  that  Russia  demands  $10,000,000,000  of  reparations, 
and  continued  his  tirades  against  the  western  powers. 

The  Communist-led  strike  wave  in  France  was  defeated  by  the  firm  stand 
of  the  government  of  the  new  premier,  Robert  Schuman,  and  by  a revolt  in 
the  ranks  of  the  trade-union  confederation  (CGT)  against  the  communist 
leadership  which  has  taken  it  over  since  the  liberation  of  France.  A three- 
day  general  strike  called  in  Rome  fizzled  after  two  days,  when  the  non- 
communist workers  refused  to  go  out. 

Tile  Communists  in  both  countries  blamed  American  domination  for  these 
defeats,  and  in  France  a serious  conflict  with  the  Russian  government  en- 
sued. Moscow  protested,  in  a note  so  violent  that  Paris  refused  to  receive 
it,  against  French  police  action  closing  a Soviet  repatriation  camp,  and 
each  country  expelled  the  other's  repatriation  mission. 

The  United  Nations'  General  Assembly  concluded  a long  and  difficult 
session,  in  which  the  conflict  between  Russia  and  the  West  was  almost  con- 
stantly in  the  foreground.  It  finally  voted  a Palestine  partition  plan, 
backed  by  both  Russia  and  the  United  States,  with  Great  Britain,  the  re- 
tiring Palestine  mandate  power,  on  the  sidelines.  V/arfare  between  Jews  and 
Arabs  immediately  broke  out,  not  only  in  Palestine  but  in  other  parts  of  the 
Arab  world,  and  in  two  weeks  two  hundred  lives  were  lost  in  the  Holy  Land. 
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A special  session  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  was  called  hy 
President  Truman,  to  consider  interim  aid  to  Eui’ope  and  the  problem  of  high 
costs  in  the  United  States--related  subjects,  because  exports  create  scarci- 
ties in  this  country,  and  rising  American  prices  increase  the  cost  of  aid. 
The  Senate  and  the  House  of  Representatives  passed  the  stop-gap  relief  bill, 
but  the  House  cut  $67,000,000  from  the  $597,000,000  asked  for  France,  Italy 
and  Austria,  and  added  $60,000,000  for  China.  Seventy-five  Republicans  and 
three  Democrats  in  the  House  fought  in  vain  to  have  the  interim  aid  cut  in 
half. 


On  inflation  curbs,  the  debate  is  along  party  lines.  The  Truman  ad- 
ministration has  proposed  a progi’am  of  limited  price  controls,  and  the  Re- 
publicans, while  admitting  the  need  for  action,  have  offered  a plan  of  vol- 
untary allocation  of  scarce  commodities  and  voluntary  price  agreements  among 
producers . 

Before  the  special  session.  Congressmen  were  absorbed  in  an  inquiry 
into  the  war-time  activities  of  General  Bennett  E.  Meyers,  retired  deputy 
chief  of  procurement  of  the  Army  Air  Forces . A senatorial  committee  heard 
that  he  secretly  owned  an  aircraft  parts  factory,  and  received  $130,000 
from  it.  This  information  was  transmitted  to  a gi’and  jury,  and  the  Air  Force 
halted  the  $550  monthly  pension  of  General  Meyers  and  stripped  him  of  his 
decorations . 

Previously,  an  inquiry  by  the  House  Committee  on  Un-American  Activities 
had  stirred  a nation-wide  controversy  over  civil  rights  by  calling  before 
it  Hollywood  figiures  who  were  accused  of  communist  activity.  Ten  who  re- 
fused to  answer  the  committee's  question,  "Are  you  a communist?"  were  in- 
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dicted  for  contempt  of  Congress  and  dismissed  by  the  motion  picture  industry. 
The  controversy  over  whether  this  is  a violation  of  the  constitutional 
right  to  free  speech  continues,  in  connection  with  dismissals,  considered 
arbitrary,  of  State  Department  and  Navy  yard  employees  suspected  of  communist 
affiliation  or  opinions . 

The  question  of  communism  seethed  through  American  labor,  as  unions 
complied  with  the  Taft-Hartley  law  requirement  that  all  union  officers 
swear  that  they  are  not  communists  nor  communist-affiliated,  or  refused  to 
comply.  Compliance  by  top  officers  of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor 
drove  John  L.  Lewis  to  lead  his  United  Mine  Workers  out  of  the  federation 
a second  time.  Mr.  Lewis  is  well-known  to  be  anti- communist,  but  he  refused 
to  comply  on  the  ground  that  the  Taft-Hartley  law  as  a whole  is  unfair.  In 
the  United  Automobile  Workers,  CIO,  the  fight  over  compliaaice  ended  in  a 
sweeping  convention  victory  for  the  violently  anti- communist  Walter  P.  Heuther. 

The  Taft-Hartley  law  led  to  a strike  of  the  anti- communist  newspaper 

printers  in  Chicago,  who  seek  wage  increases  but  refuse  to  sign  a contract 

under  the  law’s  conditions,  which  forbid  their  traditional  closed  shop. 

None  of  these  conflicts  prevented  the  Congress  of  Industrial  Organizations 

from  announcing  that  its  6,000,000  members  must  have  a "third  round"  of 

wage  increases  to  keep  up  with  the  rising  cost  of  living. 

Robert  Stern 

New  York  Herald  Tribune 
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LACK  OF  SIGHT,  HEARING  CAN'T  STOP  THIS  OHIO  POET- CRAFTSMAN 

Being  blind  and  deaf  has  not  handicapped  George  Burnett  Devine,  55- 
year-old  resident  of  Miamisburg^  Ohio,  from  making  a real  contribution  to 
his  community. 

When  his  affliction  became  permanent  about  fifteen  years  ago,  he  remem- 
bered that  Jesus  was  a carpenter.  So  he  taught  himself  the  carpenter's 
trade  through  which  he  could  support  himself  and  do  the  most  good  in  his 
community.  He  set  up  a workshop  in  the  basement  of  his  aunt's  home  with 
equipment  ranging  from  hammer  and  nails  to  a mitre  saw.  Characteristically, 
the  first  products  to  come  from  his  shop  were  toys  for  the  poor  children  of 
his  home  town.  He  also  made  such  marketable  articles  of  furniture  as  chairs, 
magazine  smoke-stands,  bird-houses,  etc.,  but  his  greatest  satisfaction,  for 
which  he  received  no  compensation,  came  from  the  toys  he  made . 

His  biggest  worry  these  days  is  the  scarcity  and  the  high  price  of  lum- 
ber. But  his  neighbors  in  Miamisburg  donate  odd  pieces  of  lumber,  and  the 
Dayton  (Ohio)  Red  Cross  Chapter  picks  them  up  and  delivers  them  to  him. 

This  enables  him  to  continue  making  more  toys. 

He  spends  a full  day  in  his  workshop.  In  the  evening  he  turns  to  liter- 
ary craftsmanship,  using  his  own  typewriter.  This  typewriter  has  a special 
light-bulb  attachment  invented  by  himself.  As  he  can  see  the  difference 
between  light  and  darkness,  the  bulb's  flashing  tells  him  when  he  reaches 
the  end  of  a line.  In  his  desk  he  keeps  an  alphabetized  braille  file  with 
ready  information  so  he  will  not  have  to  bother  his  aunt,  Mrs.  Thomas  C. 
Frank,  and  others.  Mrs.  Frank  converses  with  him  by  spelling  out  her  own 
words  into  his  hand.  She  thus  helps  him  talk  with  others. 

Mr.  Devine  recently  completed  a history  of  his  home  town  of  Miamisburg 


which  he  will  not  be  able  to  read  himself  until  it  is  transcribed  into  braille. 
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He  is  now  working  on  a book  of  short  stories . 

A volume  of  his  poems,  Everyday  Poems  in  Everyday  English,  dictated  to 
a neighbor,  Er . Glenn  H.  Snyder,  is  his  special  pride.  Copies  have  been  ac- 
cepted by  the  British  Museum  and  Oxford  University,  England. 

And  now  he  can  hardly  wait  until  the  Southeastern  Pennsylvania  Chapter 
of  the  American  Bed  Cross  publishes  his  collection  of  poems  in  braille  so 
that  he,  and  other  sightless  persons,  may  read  them. 

Reprinted  from  Red  Cross  Courier 

A GRINEER  IS  A WINNER 
Biornie  Devine 


When  you're  feelin'  sorta  bluey. 
Don't  sit  around  an'  sigh; 

Stick  a grin  upon  your  chin, 

An'  try  an'  try  an'  try. 

There  ain't  no  use  complainin'. 
An'  it  does  no  good  to  cry; 

Just  grab  yourself  a smller. 

An'  try  an'  try  an'  try. 

You  may  be  feelin'  akle, 

An'  you  may  not  be  so  spry; 

But  you  still  can  keep  a- smilin' , 
An'  try  an'  try  an'  try. 

For  I'm  tellln'  you,  old-timer. 
The  art  of  gittln'  by. 

Is  to  face  the  world  a-smilin' 

An'  try,  an'  try,  an'  try. 
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THE  CROSS  CODE 
■ J.  J,  Murphey 

Every  blind  person  who  is  extremely  deaf  needs  a method  of  communica- 
tion which  his  friends  can  easily  learn  to  use.  Fortunately,  this  problem 
has  been  solved  in  so  many  practical  ways  that  one  who  finds  the  Manual 
Alphabet  or  the  Morse  Code  unsatisfactory,  may  become  a staunch  advocate  of 
the  Letter  Glove  or  Block  Letters,  or  some  arrangement  of  braille  and  print 
alphabets.  It  would  be  rash  to  pass  judgment  on  the  relative  merits  of  these 
methods,  but  it  seems  to  me  that  all  of  them  have  a common  fault:  they  ac- 
cept the  sense  of  touch  as  the  best  channel  through  which  to  reach  the  deaf- 
blind  person's  mind,  but  fail  to  recognize  the  fact  that  this  sense  is  not 
restricted  to  the  hand,  but  is  present  all  over  the  body.  Wouldn’t  it  be 
more  logical  to  use  a system  of  signals  that  could  be  read  equally  well  on 
the  hand,  arm,  chest,  back  or  leg.  I have  used  such  a system  for  eleven 
years  with  most  gratifying  results.  We  call  it  the  Cross  Code. 

While  not  presuming  to  imply  that  my  code  is  a faster  means  of  communi- 
cation or  requires  less  concentration  than  other  better-known  methods,  the 
people  who  use  it  when  conversing  with  me  are  agreed  that  it  is  easy  to 
learn,  hard  to  forget  and  convenient  to  use. 

That  it  is  easy  to  learn  is  certainly  true.  At  least  one  hundred  people 
have  learned  it  from  me  and  not  one  of  them  consumed  a half  hour  in  memoriz- 
ing the  code--some  with  well-trained  memories  knew  the  whole  thing  in  five 
minutes . 

That  it  is  hard  to  forget  has  also  been  demonstrated  repeatedly  by 
friends  who  amazed  me  with  their  ability  to  regain  their  command  of  the  code 
after  an  absence  of  from  one  to  three  years. 

To  me,  its  convenience  is  the  most  attractive  feature  of  this  method. 
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When  walking  with  a friend  he  can  write  on  my  arm.  When  my  hands  are  soil- 
ed they  need  not  be  brought  into  play.  When  washing,  shaving  or  working,  I 
can  receive  messages  without  interrupting  the  process. 

The  code  contains  ten  distinct  signs  which  consist  of  one  or  more  taps, 
a straight  line,  or  a combination  of  a line  and  one  or  more  taps.  But  be- 
fore explaining  the  signs,  the  cross  must  be  described. 

Place  the  palm  of  either  hand  on  your  knee.  Imagine  a cross  on  the 
back  of  your  hand,  one  line  of  which  extends  from  the  wrist  to  the  base  of 
your  middle  finger,  and  the  other  of  which  runs  from  left  to  right  about 
midway  between  fingers  and  wrist.  Call  the  point  where  these  lines  cross 
each  other  the  center.  Thus  we  have  a center  with  four  lines  radiating  from 
it.  Let  us  call  these  radii  the  arms  of  the  cross.  Tiiat  part  of  the  cross 
which  points  to  the  riglit  is  the  right  arm;  the  part  pointing  to  the  left  is 
the  left  arm;  the  part  pointing  toward  the  wrist  is  the  upper  arm;  and  the 
part  pointing  toward  the  fingers  is  the  lower  arm  of  the  cross . 

Now  we  are  ready  for  the  taps  and  lines  used  in  making  the  signs. 

A tap  is  a li^t  blow  struck  with  one  finger. 

A simple  line  is  made  by  moving  the  finger  with  a sliding  motion  from 
center  to  the  end  of  any  arm  of  the  cross . 

A segmented  line  is  made  by  sliding  the  finger  halfway  along  any  arm  of 
the  cross,  pausing  briefly,  then  sliding  the  finger  the  rest  of  the  distance 
to  the  end  of  the  arm.  It  is  a simple  line  drawn  in  two  short  strokes  in- 
stead of  one  long  stroke . 

A cycle  is  made  by  sliding  the  finger  from  center  to  the  end  of  any  arm 
of  the  cross,  then,  without  stopping  or  raising  the  finger,  sliding  it  back 
to  center . 

When  a line  is  followed  by  a tap,  the  tap  should  fall  on  the  end  of  the 
line,  not  on  the  center  of  the  cross. 
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a,  "b,  c,  d are  made  on  the  center  of  the  cross:  one  tap  for  a,  two  taps 
for  b,  three  taps  for  c,  four  taps  for  d. 

e,  f,  g,  h are  made  on  the  right  arm  of  the  cross;  a simple  line  for  e^ 
a segmented  line  for  f,  a cycle  for  g,  a simple  line  followed  by  one  tap  for 

h. 

i,  j,  k,  1,  m,  n are  made  on  the  left  arm  of  the  cross;  a simple  line 
for  i,  a segmented  line  for  a cycle  for  a simple  line  followed  by  one 
tap  for  1,  a simple  line  followed  by  two  taps  for  m^  a simple  line  followed 
by  three  taps  for  n. 

o,  p,  q,  r,  s,  t are  made  on  the  upper  arm  of  the  cross;  a simple  line 

for  o,  a segmented  line  for  p,  a cycle  for  q,  a simple  line  followed  by  one 

tap  for  r,  a simple  line  followed  by  two  taps  for  s,  a simple  line  followed 
by  three  taps  for  t. 

u,  V,  w,  X,  y,  z are  made  on  the  lower  arm  of  the  cross:  a simple  line 

for  u,  a segmented  line  for  v,  a cycle  for  w,  a simple  line  followed  by  one  ■ 

tap  for  X,  a simple  line  followed  by  two  taps  for  y,  a simple  line  followed 
by  three  taps  for  z . 

As  in  braille,  the  numerals  are  represented  by  the  first  nine  letters 
of  the  alphabet . We  use  one  area  for  letters  and  another  area  for  numbers . 

In  making  zero,  I prefer  a simple  line  on  the  upper  arm  of  the  cross. 

Could  this  code  bring  to  someone  else  the  satisfaction  it  affords  me? 
That  question  arises  every  time  I read  of  the  isolation  and  frustration  that 
so  often  make  deafness  and  blindness  a fearful  ordeal.  It  isn't  that  I think 
the  Cross  Code  could  remedy  all  the  woes  of  the  deaf-blind.  But  ease  of  com- 
munication is  a fundamental  necessity  of  human  society,  and  lack  of  it  may 
lie  at  the  root  of  some  of  this  misery.  If  so,  the  method  that  enables  me 
to  enjoy  the  friendship  of  a few  seeing  people  and  a representative  cross- 
section  of  the  blind  in  St.  Louis  may  serve  others  as  well. 
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THE  SPICE  OF  LIFE 

A Washington  pamphlet  reprints  this  letter  from  a G.  I.  to  Eepresenta- 
tive  George  W.  Gillie  of  Indiana:  "The  Army  says  I can't  vear  a uniform 
after  I arrive  home  hecause  I'll  be  impersonating  a .soldier.  The  stores  say 
I can't  buy  a suit  of  clothes  because  they  haven't  my  size.  The  police  say 
I can't  go  on  the  streets  naked  because  it  is  against  the  law.  I would  glad- 
ly stay  off  the  streets,  but  I can't  find  a house  to  live  in  and  with  the 
shortage  of  limiber  I can't  buy  a barrel.  Having  been  woimded,  the  Army  won't 
take  me  back  because  I'm  not  physically  fit.  What  now?" 

A sweet  little  old  lady  who  was  pantly  deaf  went  to  live  near  one  of 
the  naval  ports . Shortly  afterwards  a battleship  fired  a salute  of  10  guns . 

The  old  lady,  who  lived  alone,  got  out  of  her  chair,  smoothed  down  her 
dress,  patted  her  hair  and  said  sweetly:  "Come  in." 

A doctor  who  was  superintendent  of  the  Sunday  School  asked  one  of  the 
boys  this  question: 

"Willie,  what  must  we  do  in  order  to  get  to  heaven?" 

"We  must  die,"  said  Willie. 

"Very  true,"  replied  the  doctor,  "but  what  must  we  do  before  we  die?" 

"We  must  get  sick  and  send  for  you." 
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